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Forasmnch as many took in hand to draw up a narrative con- 
cerning the matters which have been fully believed among ns 

Luke i. 1 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO PETER 



Egypt, in our days, ceasing to be any more the land of 
bondage, has, in more senses than one, become a 
veritable Land of Promise. It is a rich mine of 
historical and literary wealth, alas ! most inadequately 
worked, and in that fine climate, with its clear dry air, 
the footprints of Time, leaving scarcely a trace, the 
treasures of an ancient civilisation, even of the most 
delicate texture, have been preserved to us with wonder- 
ful perfection. The habits of the peoples that have 
occupied the land have happily combined with the 
natural advantages of the climate, in transmitting to 
the modem world an inheritance of which we are now 
beginning to take possession. The dead have long 
been giving up their secrets, but it is only in recent 
times that we have been able to realise the fact that 
the tombs of Egypt may contain many a precious 
work, now known to us but in name, and many a 
writing which may change the current of controversy, 
and strangely modify many a cherished opinion. With- 
out referring here to earlier discoveries in support of 
these remarks, we may at once pass to the more recent, 
with which we have particularly to do. 

B 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



2 THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO PETER 

In the course of explorations carried on during the 
winter of 1886-87 by the order of M. Gr^baut, then 
Director of the Museums of Egypt, two Greek manu- 
scripts were discovered in the necropolis of Akhmim, 
the ancient Panopohs, in Upper Egypt. The first of 
these was a pap3rrus5 which was really found by some 
Eellahs who quarrelled regarding the partition of their 
precious booty and thus allowed the secret to leak out. 
It came to the knowledge of the Moudir, or Governor 
of the Province, who promptly settled the dispute by 
confiscating the papyrus, which he forwarded to the 
Museum of Gizeh at Boulaq. This MS. is a collection 
of problems in arithmetic and geometry, carefully 
written out, probably by a student, and buried with 
him as his highest and most valued achievement. 

The second manuscript was of much higher interest. 
It was discovered in the tomb of a * monk.' It consists 
of thirty-three pages in parchment, measuring 6 inches 
in height by 4^ inches in breadth, without numbering, 
bound together in pasteboard covered with leather, 
which has become black with time. There is no date, 
nor any other indication of the approximate age of the 
MS. than that which is furnished by the characteristics 
of the writing and the part of the cemetery in which it 
was discovered. These lead to the almost certain con- 
clusion, according to M. Bouriant, who first transcribed 
the text, that the MS. cannot be anterior to the eighth 
century or posterior to the twelfth. The ancient 
cemetery of Akhmim stretches along to the north and 
west of the hill on which have been discovered tombs 
of the eighteenth to the twentieth dynasties, and it has 
served as a burial-place for the Christian inhabitants 
of the neighbourhood from the fifth to the fifteenth 
centuries, the more ancient part lying at the foot of 
the hill and extending gradually upward for about 
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THE MANUSCRIPT 3 

700 metres. The tomb in which the MS. was found is 
in a position which approximately tallies, as regards 
age, with the date indicated by the MS. itself.^ Of 
course, these indications refer solely to the date of the 
MS. itself, and not to the age of the actual works 
transcribed in its pages. 

The thirty-three sheets of parchment, forming sixty- 
six pages, commence with an otherwise blank page, 
bearing a rough drawing of a Coptic cross, upon the 
arms of which rise smaller crosses of the same de- 
scription, and the letters /^ and (^ stand the one on 
the left, the other on the right of the lower stem of the 
large cross. Over the page commences a fragment of 
the * Gospel of Peter,' which continues to the end of page 
10, where it abruptly terminates in the middle of a 
sentence. Pages 11 and 12 have been left blank. 
Pages 13 to 19 contain a fragment of the ' Apocalypse 
of Peter,' beginning and ending abruptly, and these 
have, either by accident or design, been bound in the 
volume upside down and in reverse order, so that, as 
they actually stand, the text commences at page 19 and 
ends at page 13. Page 20 is again blank, and the rest 
of the volume is made up of two fragments of the * Book 
of Enoch,' the first extending from the 21st to the 50th 
page, and the second, written by a different hand, from 
the 51st to the 66th page. Finally, on the inside of 
the binding, and attached to it, is a sheet of parchment 
on which is written in uncials a fragment of the Greek 
' Acts of St. Julian,' though which St. Julian amongst 
those in the Calendar does not appear. 

The French Archeological Mission published in 
1892 ^ the mathematical papyrus, edited by M. Baillet, 
but the much more interesting and important volume 

^ Fragments grecs du Livre d' Enoch, &c., publics par les membres de 
la Mission arch^ol. fran^aise k Gaire, Fasc. 8, 1898. ^ 1 Ease. 

B 2 
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4 TIIE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO PETER 

of fragments did not appear until 1893,^ when they 
were edited by M. Bouriant. These precious works 
remained, therefore, practically hidden from the world 
for five or six years after their discovery, in conse- 
quence of what is vaguely, but truly, described as 
' vexatious delays,' whilst the comparatively uninterest- 
ing arithmetical work preceded them by more than a 
year. The fragments of the ' Gospel ' and ' Apocalypse ' 
of Peter, long known by references or quotations by the 
Fathers, make us acquainted, for the first time, with 
the writings themselves, and the fragments of the ' Book 
of Enoch ' give us the Greek text of part of an early 
work quoted by the writer of the Epistle of Jude, 
hitherto only extant in an Ethiopian version. 

Of almost greater interest than the actual discovery 
of these and other precious MSS. from time to time, in 
a similar way, is the possibility and probability opened 
out to us that we may yet recover from the dead still 
more precious works than these. The cemetery of 
Akhndm stands near the ancient and very important 
city of PanopoHs, and from a very early period it was 
the centre of a considerable Christian population. The 
custom of burying with the dead books which were a 
valued possession during life was probably a survival 
of the same primitive custom in accordance with which 
also a warrior's horse and dog and his weapons were in- 
terred with him to serve him again in the world of spirits. 
That books, at a time when their multiplication was so 
slow, should have been interred with their dead possessor 
is not only curious but very fortunate for us, and we may 
yet thank the cemetery of Akhmim for preserving safely 
for us manuscripts which in no other way could have 
escaped the effects of time and the ravages of bar- 
barism. 

1 3 Fasc. 
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QUESTIONS SUGGESTED BY THE FEAGMENTS 5 

The fragments with which we are dealing present 
tsome peculiarities which deserve a moment's notice. 
The Gospel according to Peter commences in the 
middle of a sentence, but being at the top of a page it 
is probably only part of a manuscript of which the 
-earher portion was either lost or belonged to some one 
€lse. The fragment, however, ends abruptly in the 
middle of a phrase and, being followed by blank pages, 
the reasonable presumption is that the scribe intended 
to complete the transcription, but for some reason did 
not do so. It is curious that in a similar way the 
'Apocalypse of Peter' is only a fragment, beginning and 
-ending abruptly, with a page left blank for continua- 
tion. Did the scribe hastily copy stray leaves of each 
work, which had fortuitously come in his way, leaving 
room for more should he be able to secure the rest ? or 
did he break off his copy of the one to take up the 
other, and with equal restlessness leave it also un- 
finished? We shall never know exactly, but considering 
the value of books at that epoch, the probabihty seems 
to be that he hastily copied such portions of writings as 
had come into his possession, time or accident prevent- 
ing the completion of his task. 

The fragment of the ' Gospel ' of course does not bear 
any name or superscription — nor, indeed, does the 
* Apocalypse' — ^but the title is clearly deduced from the 
work itself, the writer saying directly 'but I, Simon 
Peter,' and thus proving that the narrative takes 
the form of a composition by that Apostle. It may be 
remarked, merely in passing, that it is a curious — if not 
in any way a significant — fact that the two Christian 
fragments in this little volume should both profess to 
iave been written by the Apostle Peter. Are the 
peculiarities of the fragments which we have described 
due to the passage of some one having in his possession 
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6 THE GOSPEL ACOORDING TO PETER 

two works selected as being believed to emanate from 
the chief of the Apostles, from which there was only- 
time to make these extracts ? There is some reason for 
thinking that the parchment may have previously been 
used for some other writing, obliterated to make way 
for these fragments. The little volume has not alto* 
gether escaped injury in its long rest by the side of the 
dead, and parts of the text have had to be supplied by 
conjecture; but, on the whole, the writing is fairly 
legible and, by the invaluable aid of photography, it 
has been copied and published with complete fidehty. 
Before this was done, that the first transcription by 
M. Bouriant should have contained errors and omissions, 
which led scholars into mistaken conclusions is very 
intelligible, but the text may now be considered fairly 
settled, and the following is a rather close and unpoUshed 
translation of the ' Gospel according to Peter/ 
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THE GOSPEL ACCOBDING TO PETEB^ 

1 ... but of the Jews no man washed his hands, 
neither Herod nor any one of his judges ; and as they 

2 were not minded to wash, Pilate rose. And then Herod 
the King commandeth the Lord to be taken, saying 
unto them : ' Whatsoever I commanded that ye should 

3 do, that do unto him.' But there was there Joseph, the 
friend of Pilate and of the Lord, and knowing that they 
are about to crucify him, he came to Pilate and asked 

4 the body of the Lord for burial. And Pilate sent to 
6 Herod and asked for his body. And Herod said: 

' Brother Pilate, even if no one had begged for him, we 
should have buried him ; because the Sabbath is at 
hand ; for it is written in the Law : * The sun must not 
go down upon one put to death.' 

6 And he delivered him to the people before the 
first day of the Unleavened bread of their feast. 
And taking the Lord they pushed him hurrying along, 
and said: 'Let us drag along the Son of God as 

7 we have power over him. And they clad him with 
purple and set him on a seat of judgment, saying : 

8 'Judge justly, King of Israel.' And one of them 
brought a crown of thorns and set it upon the head of 

9 the Lord. And others standing by spat upon his eyes, 
and others smote him on the cheeks; others pierced 
him with a reed, and some scourged him, saying : ' With 
this honour honour we the Son of God.' 

^ The Greek Text will be found in the Appendix. 
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8 THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO PETER 

10 And they brought two malefactors and crucified 
between them the Lord ; but he kept silence as feeling 

11 no pain. And as they set up the cross they wrote 

12 thereon : ' This is the King of Israel.' And they laid 
the clothes before him and distributed them and cast 

13 lots for them. But one of these malefactors reproved 
them, saying : ' We have suffered this for the evil which 
we wrought, but this man who has become the Saviour 

14 of men, what wrong hath he done you ? ' And they were 
angry with him, and they commanded that his legs should 
not be broken, in order that he might die in torment. 

15 Now it was mid-day, and a darkness covered all 
Judaea, and they were troubled and anxious lest the 
sun should have set whilst he still lived, for it is written 
for them : ' The sun must not go down upon one put to 

16 death.' And one of them said : ' Give him to drink gall 
with vinegar ; ' and having mixed, they gave him to 

17 drink. And they fulfilled all things and completed 

18 their sins upon their own head. Now many went about 
with lights, thinking that it was night, and some fell. 

19 And the Lord cried aloud, saying ; ' Power, my Power, 
thou hast forsaken me ! ' and having spoken, he was 

20 taken up. And the same hour the veil of the temple of 
Jerusalem was torn in twain. 

21 And then they took out the nails from the hands ot 
the Lord, and laid him upon the earth ; and the whole 

22 earth quaked, and great fear came [upon them]. Then 
did the sun shine out, and it was found to be the ninth 

23 hour. Now the Jews were glad and gave his body to 
Joseph, that he might bury it, for he had beheld the 

24 good works that he did. And he took the Lord and 
washed him, and wrapped him in linen, and brought 
him into his own grave, called ^ Joseph's Garden.' 

26 Then the Jews and the elders and the priests, seeing 
the evil they had done to themselves, began to beat their 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO PETER 9 

breasts and to say: 'Woe for our sins: judgment 

26 draweth nigh and the end of Jerusalem.' And I, with 
my companions, was mourning, and being pierced in 
spirit we hid ourselves ; for we were sought for by them 
as malefactors, and as desiring to burn the temple. 

27 Over all these things, however, we were fasting, and 
sat mourning and weeping night and day until the 
Sabbath. 

28 But the scribes and Pharisees and elders assembled 
themselves together, hearing that all the people mur- 
mured and beat their breasts, saying : ' If at his death 
these great signs have happened, behold how just a one 

29 he is.' The elders were afraid and came to Pilate be- 
so seeching him and saying : ' Give us soldiers that we 

may watch his grave for three days, lest his disciples 
come and steal him, and the people believe that he rose 

51 from the dead and do us evil. Pilate, therefore, gave 
them Petronius the centurion with soldiers to watch the 
tomb, and with them came the elders and scribes to 

32 the grave. And they rolled a great stone against the 
centurion and the soldiers and set it, all who were 

83 there together, at the door of the grave. And they put 
seven seals; and setting up a tent there they kept 

34 guard. And in the morning, at the dawn of the Sab- 
bath, came a multitude from Jerusalem and the neigh- 
bourhood in order that they might see the sealed-up 
grave. 

36 Now, in the night before the dawn of the Lord's 
,day, whilst the soldiers were keeping guard over the 
place, two and two in a watch, there was a great voice 

36 in the heaven. And they saw the heavens opened and 
two men come down from thence with great light and 

37 approach the tomb. And the stone which had been 
laid at the door rolled of itself away by the side, and 
the tomb was opened and both the youngjagn entered. 
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10 THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO PETER 

88 Then those soldiers, seeing this, awakened the centurion 

89 and the elders, for they also were keeping watch. And 
whilst they were narrating to them what they had seen, 
they beheld again three men coming out of the tomb 
and the two were supporting the one, and a cross 

40 following them. And the heads of the two indeed 
reached up to the heaven, but that of him that was led by 

41 their hands rose above the heavens. And they heard a 
voice from the heavens, saying : ' Hast thou preached 

42 to them that are sleeping ? ' And an answer was heard 

43 from the cross : ' Yea.' These, therefore, took counsel 
together whether they should go and declare these 

44 things to Pilate. And whilst they were still considering, 
the heavens again appeared opened, and a certain man 
descending and going into the grave. 

46 Seeing these things, the centurion and his men 
hastened to Pilate by night, leaving the tomb they were 
watching, and narrated all things they had seen, fearing 

46 greatly and saying : ' Truly he was a Son of God/ 
Pilate answered and said, *I am pure of the blood of 
the Son of God, but thus it seemed good unto you.' 

47 Then they all came to him beseeching and entreating 
him that he should command the centurion and the 

48 soldiers to say nothing of what they had seen. ' For it 
is better,' they said, ' to lay upon us the greatest sins 
before God, and not to fall into the hands of the people of 

49 the Jews and be stoned.' Pilate, therefore, commanded 
the centurion and the soldiers to say nothing. 

60 In the morning of the Lord's day, Mary Magdalene, 
a disciple of the Lord (through fear of the Jews, for 
they burnt with anger, she had not done at the grave 
of the Lord that which women are accustomed to do 

61 for those that die and are loved by them), took her 
women friends with her and came to the grave where 

62 he was laid. And they feared lest the Jews should see 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO PETER 11 

them, and said : ' If we could not on that day in which 
he was crucified weep and lament, let us do these things 

63 even now at his grave. But who will roll us away the 
stone that is laid at the door of the grave, in order 
that we may enter and set ourselves by him and do the- 

64 things that are due ? For great was the stone, and. we 
fear lest some one should see us. And if we should not 
be able to do it, let us at least lay down before the- 
door that which we bring in his memory, and let us- 
es weep and lament till we come to our house.' And they 

went and found the tomb opened and, coming near^ 
they stooped down and see there a certain young man 
sitting in the midst of the tomb, beautiful and clad in 

56 a shining garment, who said to them : ' Why are ye 
come? Whom seek ye? Him who was crucified?* 
He is risen and gone away. But if ye do not 
believe, stoop down and see the place where he lay, that 
he is not there; for he is risen and gone away 

67 thither whence he was sent.' Then the women, fright- 
ened, fled. 

58 And it was the last day of the Unleavened bread, 
and many went forth, returning to their homes, the 

69 feast being ended. But we, the twelve disciples of 
the Lord, wept and mourned, and each went to his 

60 home sorrowing for that which had happened. But I, 
Simon Peter, and Andrew, my brother, took our nets. 
and went to the sea, and there was with us Levi, the 
son of Alphaeus, whom the Lord ... 
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m 

No ONE can have studied this fragment of the Gospel 
according to Peter, with its analogy to, and still more 
striking divergence from, the canonical Gospels, with- 
out perceiving that we have here a most interesting 
work, well worth serious examination. The first 
question which naturally arises is connected with the 
date to be assigned to the fragment : Is this a part of 
the work used by many of the Fathers and well known 
amongst them as the Gospel according to Peter ? We 
must first endeavour to form a correct judgment on 
this point. 

Eusebius has preserved to us the earliest detailed 
notice of the Gospel according to Peter extant, in a 
quotation from Serapion, who became Bishop of Antioch 
about A.D. 190. Eusebius says : 

There is likewise another work written by him upon the so- 
called Gospel according to Peter, which he composed to refute the 
untruths contained in it, on account of certain in the community of 
Prhossus who were led away by this writing to heretical doctrines. It 
may be well to set forth some passages of this in which he expresses 
Ms opinion of the book : 

' For we, brethren, receive both Peter and the other Apostles 
even as Christ. But the false writings passing under their names 
we from experience reject, knowing that such things we have not 
received. When I was with you, I was under the impression that 
all held to the right faith and, without going through the Gospel 
put forward by them in the name of Peter, I said : " If this is the 
only cause of difference amongst you, let it be read." But now, 
having ascertained from information given to me that their minds 
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THE LETTEK OF SERAPION 13 

were in some mist of heresy, I will hasten to come to you again ; 
so, brethren, expect me shortly. We, therefore, brethren, knowing 
of what heresy was Marcianus, recognise how much he was in contra- 
diction with himself,^ not comprehending that which he was saying, 
as you may perceive from what has been written unto you. For 
we borrowed this gospel from others who used it : that is to 
say, from the followers of those who introduced it before him, 
whom we call Docetae — ^for most of its thoughts are of this sect — 
having procured it from them, I was able to go through it, and 
to find, indeed, that most was according to the right teaching of 
the Saviour, but certain things were superadded, which we subjoin 
for you.' ^ 

There is little or no doubt that the writing before 
us is a fragment of this ' Gospel according to Peter ' of 
which Serapion writes.^ It must always be remembered, 
as we examine the evidence for the work, that we have 
here only a short fragment, and that it would not be 
reasonable to expect to find in it materials for a perfect 
identification of the work with references to it in 

1 The text of this sentence is faulty. 

2 j}/ui«ff ydpy dd€\(t>oi, koI Ufvpop Koi Toifs aXKovs dirjxTToXovs dirobfxoiMeOa 
0)5 XpuTTov ra Bi ouofiari avT&p ylr€vbeiriypa<l>a a>s efiireipoi TrapairovixeBa, 
yivoaaKOVTcs on ra Toiavro ov irapcK^Ofiev, ey^ yap y€v6fi€V05 Trap' vjiiv 
virevoovp tovs iravras opdfj ?ri(rr« frpoa<l>€p€<rdai • Ka\ firf^ bi€\3a>VT6 wr' avr&u 
rrpo(t>€p6fJi€vov ovofiari Uerpov evayyeXwv, elirov or* Ei rovro ivri^ fiouov to 
hokovv Vfiip Trapix^iv tiiKpoyfrvxtav^ dvayiv(o<rK€ad<a, vvv be fiad^v on alpeaet 
nv\ 6 vovs avT&v €V€<l>m\€V€v €K tS)v XexBivnov fioi, airovbdaio jroKiv yeveadai 
irpos Vfids ' &(rT€, dd€\<l>oiy TtpoaboKard fie ev rdxei. rffie'is be, d8e\<poif Kara- 
XajSo/ifvot oirolas ^v aipeaecas 6 MapKiavos, o>s Koi eavT^ ripavnovTo firf vomv & 
eXoKei, & fiaerja-eade e$ S>v Vfiiv eypd<tiTj. €bvvr)drjp,€v yao trap' 3\\a>v tS>v 
da-Krjadvrmv avTo rovro t6 eiayyeXtov, tovrean napa rav buid6x(ov rS)v Karap^a- 
fievcav avrov, ots AoiajTas Kcikovfiev (ra yap <l>poinifmra ra irkeiova eKelp<ov earl rrjg 
bibacKokias), xP'yo*"/**"®* ""^P* "^^^'^ bieXBelv ical evpelvra fiev irkeiova rod 
opdov \oyov rov aarripoSy riva be npoa-bieirraKfieva, & koi imerd^afiev u/z?v.— 
Euseb. M. E. vi. 12. 

5 Lods, De Evang. sectmdum Petrvm, 1892, pp. 8 ff.; Hamack, 
Bruchatilcke d, Evang, u,8.w. dea Petrus, zweite Aufl. 1893, p. 41 ; Zahn, 
Das Ev. dea Petrus, 1893, pp. 5 f., 70 ff. ; Kunze, Das neu aufgef. Bruch- 
stuck des sogen. Petrusev, 1893, pp. 10 f. ; Swete, The Ahhmim Frag- 
ment of the Apocr, Gospel of St. Peter, 1893, pp. xii f., xliv f. ; Hilgenfeld, 
Zeitschr. wiss. Theol. 1893, ii. Heft, pp. 221 f., 239 ff. ; J. Armitage 
Eobinson, B.D., The Gospel according to Peter, dc, 1892, pp. 15 ff. ; 
Martineau, The Nineteenth Centu/ry, 1893, pp. 906 ff.; J. E. Harris, 
Contemp. Bev. August 1893, p. 236 ; van Manen, Theol. Tijdschr. Juli 
1893, p. 385. 
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1/rritings of the Fathers. Within the few pages which 
ive possess, however, there is sufficient justification for 
<joncluding that they formed part of the Gospel current 
in Ehossus. Only one ' Gospel according to Peter ' is 
mentioned by early writers. This fragment distinctly 
pretends to be a narrative of Simon Peter; and its 
matter is generally such as must have satisfied 
Serapion's ideas of orthodox doctrine, if suspicion of 
Docetic tendencies had not made him believe that it 
contained a superadded leaven of heresy. This may 
not appear very clearly in the fragment, but we know 
from other sources, as we shall presently see, that they 
■existed in the Gospel, and even here the representation 
that Jesus suffered no pain; that he is always called 
* the Lord,' or the ' Son of God ; ' that his one cry on 
the cross was susceptible of peculiar explanation, and 
that he was immediately ' taken up,' whilst his body 
subsequently presents aspects not common to the 
canonical Gospels, may have seemed to the careful 
T^ishop sufficiently Docetic to warrant at least his not 
very severe condemnation. 

It is unnecessary to discuss minutely the details of 
Serapion's letter, which, if vague in parts and open to 
considerable doubt in some important respects, is at 
least sufficiently clear for our purpose in its general 
meaning. Nothing is known of the Marcianus to whom 
it refers. The bishop had evidently previously written 
of him, but the context has not been preserved. The 
Armenian version, made from a Syriac text, reads 
^ Marcion ' for ' Marcianus,' but it would be premature 
on this authority to associate the episode with that arch- 
heretic of the second century. It is clear from the 
iDishop's words that on his previous visit to Ehossus, at 
the desire of part of the community, he sanctioned the 
public reading of the Gospel of Peter but, after 
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personal acquaintance with its contents, he withdrew 
that permission. Zahn^ maintains that the private read- 
ing by members of the Christian community, and not 
public reading at the services of the Church, is dealt 
with in this letter, but in this he stands alone. The 
Index eaypurgatorius had not been commenced in the 
second century, and it is impossible to think that the 
sanction of a bishop was either sought or required for 
the private reading of individuals. We have here only 
an instance of the diversity of custom, as regards the 
public reading of early writings, to which reference is 
made in the writings of the Fathers and in the Mura- 
torian and other Canons. In this way the Epistle of 
the Koman Clement, as Eusebius^ mentions, was 
publicly read in the churches ; as were the Epistle of 
Soter to the Corinthians, the ' Pastor ' of Hermas,^ the 
' Apocalypse of Peter,' ^ and various Gospels which did 
not permanently secure a place in the Canon. Eusebius, 
for instance, states that the Ebionites made use only of 
the ' Gospel according to the Hebrews,' ^ 

Eusebius ^ mentions a certain number of works at- 
tributed to the Apostle Peter : the first Epistle, gene- 
rally acknowledged as genuine, ' but that which is called 
the second,' he says, 'we have not understood to be 
incorporated with the testament ' {ivSLoidrjKoi/). The 
other works are, the 'Acts of Peter,' the 'Gospel 
according to Peter,' the ' Preaching of Peter,' and the 
' Apocalypse of Peter,' the last being doubtless the 
work of which a fragment has now been discovered in 
the little volume which contains the fragment of the 
Gospel which we are considering. Of these Eusebius 
says that he does not know of their being handed 

1 L.C. p. 4 f. 

» H. E. iii. 16. ' H. E. iii. 3. 

* Sozom. JET. E, vii. 19 ; Canon Murat, Tregellos, p. 66. 

» £r. E. iii. 27. « H. E. iii. 3. 
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16 THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO PETER 

down as Catholic, or universally received by the 
Church. 

The ' Gospel according to Peter ' is directly referred 
to by Origen in his Commentary on Matthew. He says : 
' Some say, with regard to the brethren of Jesus, from 
a tradition in the Gospel entitled according to Peter, 
or of the Book of James, that they were sons of Joseph 
by a former wife.' ^ Although this statement does not 
in itself necessarily favour Docetic views, it is quite 
intelligible that it might be used in support of them 
and, therefore, might have been one of the passages 
which excited the suspicion of Serapion, more especially 
as a clear statement of this family relationship is not to be 
found in the canonical Gospels. The part of the Gospel 
referred to by Origen is not, unfortunately, contained 
in the fragment, and consequently cannot be verified, 
but it is quite in accordance with its general spirit, and 
at least we have here a distinct mention of the Gospel 
without any expression of unfavourable opinion. What 
is more important still is the fact that Origen certainly 
made use of the Gospel, amongst others, himself.^ 

Jerome ^ Ukewise refers to it, after repeating the tra- 
dition that the Gospel was said to be Peter's, which Mark 
composed, who was his hearer and interpreter ; and to 
the works ascribed to Peter, which Eusebius enumerates, 
he adds another — the 'Judgment of Peter,' of which 
little or nothing is known. 

Theodoret says that the Nazarenes made use of 
the Gospel according to Peter."* . Zahn and some 

* Comm, in Matt, T. x. 17 : rovs be dbf\(l>ois *Ii;(rov ipaai tiv€s fticat, 
€K irapaboaeas 6pfia>fX€voi tov myeypafififvov Kara Uerpov fvayytXiov, fj rrjs 
/3t/3Xov 'laKCD^oVf vlovs ^It^arfifi €k irporipas yvvaiKos trvvidKriKvlas avra irpo r^y 
Maplas. 

* Of. Murray, Expositor, January, 1893, pp. 56 fF. 
^ De Vir. illustr, i. 

* o! he "SaCiopaioi 'lovSatot elaiv tov Xpiarov Tifji,a>VT€s ods av6p<a7rov bUaiop 
KOL TO) K(iKovp.€P<o KaTCt UeTpov evayyeXifp K€Xpr}p.€voi, Haer, Fab. ii. 2. 
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Others ^ axgue against the correctness of this statement ; 
but reasoning of this kind, based upon supposed differ- 
ences of views, is not very convincing, when we con- 
sider that inferences to be drawn from peculiarities in the 
narrative in this Gospel are neither so distinct, nor so 
inevitable, as to be forced upon a simple and uncritical 
community, and probably that the anti-Judaistic ten- 
dency of the whole, the strongest characteristic of the 
composition, secured its acceptance, and diverted at- 
tention from any less marked tendencies. 

A number of passages have been pointed out in the 
Didascalia and Apostolical Constitutions, Origen, Cyril 
of Jerusalem, Dionysius of Alexandria, and other 
ancient writers, showing the use of this Gospel accord- 
ing to Peter ; ^ but into these later testimonies it is not 
necessary for us at present to go. That the work long 
continued to exercise considerable influence can scarcely 
be doubted. It is to the earlier history of the Gospel 
and its use in the second century that we must rather 
turn our attention. 

A probable reference to the Gospel of Peter in 
Polycarp's ' Epistle to the Corinthians ' has been pointed 
out by Mr. F. C. Conybeare.^ The writer speaks of 
' the testimony of the cross ' {to fiaprvpiov tov orravpov), 
an expression which has puzzled critics a good deal. 
No passage in our Gospels has hitherto explained it, 
but if it be referred to the answer made by the cross, 
in our fragment, to the question from Heaven : * Hast 
thou preached to them that are sleeping? And an 

^ ZiEkhn, Gesch. dea N. T. Ka/nons, ii. 742 f. ; Lods, Ic. pp. 14 ff. 
Zahn, however, admits that Theodoret's statement may at least be taken 
as testimony that the Gospel was in use amongst a sectarian oommimity 
in Syria. Daa Ev. d. Petrtis, pp. 70 f. 

* Hamack, Ic. pp. 40 fif. ; Zahn, I.e. pp. 67 ff. ; J. 0. F. Murray, The 
Expositor f January 1893, pp. 55 fF. ; Kunze, l.c, pp. 35 fF. ; Hilgenfeld, 
Z.C. pp. 242 fif. ; Bernard, Academy, December 1892, September 30, 1893 ; 
Swete, I.e. p. xxxi. 

* Academ/y, October 21, December 23, 1893. 
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answer came from the cross, " Yea," ' it becomes at once 
intelligible. Mr. Taylor^ suggests the question whether 
* the word of the cross ' (6 \6yo^ rod oTavpov) in 1 Cor. 
i. 18 is not also connected with the same tradition of 
the speaking cross and, as Mr. Cbnybeare points out, 
the context favours the idea, although he himself is not 
inclined to admit the interpretation. The words of 
Paul are worth quoting : 

For the word of the cross is to them that are perishing foolish- 
ness ; but unto us which are being saved it is the power of God. 
19. For it is written : * I wiU destroy the wisdom of the wise, and 
the prudence of the prudent will I reject ; ' 

and so on. But although he cannot agree in the sugges- 
tion that Paul refers to this tradition, because, he says, 
' Such a view seems to me to be too bold and innovating 
in its character,' Mr. Conybeare goes on to suggest 
that the incident in Peter, with this reply to the voice 
from heaven, may be 

one of the * three mysteries of crying ' referred to by Ignatius, ad 
£ph, xix. * Ritschl and lipsius,' says lightfoot, ad locvm, * agree 
that two of the three were, (1) the voice at the baptism, (2) the voice 
at the transfiguration. For the third . . . Ritschl supposes that 
Ignatius used some other Gospel containing a third proclamation 
similar to the two others.' The Peter Gospel seems here to supply 
just what is wanted.* 

These suggestions are quoted here, in dealing with 
Polycarp, to show that the supposition that he refers to 
the answer of the cross in the Gospel of Peter is not 
without support in other early writings. When it is 
remembered that the doctrine of a descent into Hell 
has a place in the Creed of Christendom, it is not sur- 
prising that it should be dwelt on in early writings, 
and that a Gospel which proclaims it by a voice from 

^ Quardiaiiy November 29, 1893. 

' Academy, December 23, 1893, p. 568. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



^T^^S^. 



THE EPISTLE OF POLYCAJRP 19 

Heaven, coupled with a miraculous testimony from the 
cross, should be referred to. Of course it is impossible, 
in the absence of any explicit declaration, to establish 
by the passage we are discussing that the Gospel 
according to Peter was used by Polycarp, but there is 
some probability of it at least, since no other Gospel 
contains the episode to which the writer seems to refer. 




OF THE *^ 

VERS 
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IV 

We may now consider whether Justin Martyr was ac- 
quainted with it, and here again it may be well to remind 
the reader that we have only a small fragment of the 
Gospel according to Peter to compare with the allusions 
to be found in writings of the Fathers. In these early 
works, few quotations are made with any direct 
mention of the source from which they were taken, 
and as only those parts of Patristic writings which deal 
with the trial, crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus 
can be expected to present analogies with our fragment, 
it will readily be seen how limited the range of testi- 
mony must naturally be. Justin Martyr is usually 
supposed to have died about a.d. 163-165,^ and his 
first ' Apology ' may be dated a.d. 147, and the ' Dialogue 
with Trypho ' somewhat later. In these writings, Justin 
very frequently refers to facts, and to sayings of Jesus, 
making, indeed, some hundred and fifty quotations of 
this kind from certain ' Memoirs of the Apostles ' {airo- 
IJLVTjfxovevfxaTa t(ov dTTocrroXa)!/), all of which differ more 
or less from our present canonical Gospels. He never 
mentions the name of any author of these Memoirs, if 
indeed he was acquainted with one, unless it be upon 
one occasion, which is of peculiar interest in connection 
with our fragment. The instance to which we refer is 
the following. Justin says : ' The statement also that 

^ The detftiled statement of the case may be found in Supernatural 
Beligion, complete ed. 1879, i. 283 flf. Hort {Jowrnal of Philology, iii. 
155 ff.) places it as early as a.d. 148. 
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lie [Jesus] changed the name of Peter, one of the 
Apostles, and that this is written in his [Peter's] 
Memoirs as having been done, together with the fact 
that he also changed the name of other two brothers, 
who were sons of Zebedee, to Boanerges — that is, sons 
of thunder,' &c.^ It was, of course, argued that the 
uvTov here does not refer to Peter but to Jesus ; or that 
the word should be amended to avrSip and applied to 
the Apostles ; but the majority of critics naturally 
decided against such royal ways of removing difficulties, 
and were forced to admit a reference to ' Memoirs of 
Peter.' Hitherto, the apologetic explanation has been 
that the allusion of Justin must have been to the second 
Synoptic, generally referred to Mark, who was held by 
many of the Fathers to be the mere mouthpiece and 
* interpreter of Peter,' and that this reference is sup- 
ported by the fact that the Gospel according to Mark 
is the only one of the four canonical works which 
narrates these changes of name. This argument, 
however, is disposed of by the fact that our second 
Synoptic cannot possibly be considered the work re- 
ferred to in the tradition of Papias.^ Ketuming to 
Justin, we find that he designates the source of his quo- 
tations ten times as ' Memoirs of the Apostles ; ' five 
times he calls it simply ' Memoirs,' and upon one 
occasion only explains that they were written ' by his 
Apostles and their followers.' He never speaks in- 
definitely of ' Memoirs of Apostles,' but always of 
the collective Apostles, except in the one instance 
wrhich has been quoted above. In a single passage 
there occurs an expression which must be quoted. 

^ Kai TO ciTrcTv fieTo>vofuiK€vai airrbv Uerpov eva r&v airoaroXmVf koi y€' 
ypd<l>Bai €V Tois djroiiprifiovtvfiaa'iv airrov yeyevrjfiipop Koi rovro, fi€Ta roO koi 
cEXXovs bvo adeXi^ovf , vioifs Z€^baim) Svrafj fieravofjMKtVM ovofutn tov Boavep- 
yist o iariv viol PpovTrjsj k.t.X. Dial. cvi. The whole argnmont may be 
found in detail in 8upematu/ral BeUgion, 1879, i. 416 ff. 

^ See the argument, Supernatural EeUgion, i. 448 ff. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



22 THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO PETER 

Justin says : * For the Apostles in the Memoirs com- 
posed by them, which are called Gospels,' &c.^ The a 
fcaXeirat cvayycXta has very much the appearance of a 
gloss in the margin of some MS., which has afterwards 
been transferred to the text by a scribe, as scholars 
have before now suggested ; but in any case it makes 
little diflference in the argument. 

It is obvious that the name ' Memoirs ' cannot with 
any degree of propriety be applied to our canonical 
Gospels ; but the discovery of this fragment, which is 
distinctly written as a personal narrative, throws fresh 
light upon the subject, and the title * Memoirs of Peter,' 
would exactly describe the form in which the Gospel is 
written. It may further be suggested whether it does 
not give us reason for conjecturing that the earlier 
documents, from which our Gospels were composed, 
were similarly personal narratives or memoirs of those 
who took part in early Christian development. The 
tradition preserved to us by Papias distinctly points in 
this direction : 

This also the Presbyter said : Mark having become the inter- 
preter of Peter, wrote accurately whatever he remembered, though 
he did not arrange in order the things which were either said or 
done by Christ. For he neither heard the Lord, nor followed him ; 
but afterwards, as I said, accompanied Peter, who adapted his 
teaching to the occasion, and not as making a consecutive record of 
the Lord's oracles.^ 

There can be very little doubt that the first teaching 
of Apostles and early catechists must have taken the 
form of personal recollections of various episodes of 
Christian history and reports of discourses and parables, 
with an account of the circumstances under which they 
were delivered. This familiar and less impressive mode 
of tracing Christian history must gradually have been 

^ Ol yap oirooToXoi iv rolj- y^vofiivois vn* avr&v airofivrjfiovrvfiao'iVf & 
icaXf trai cvoyyAia, ic.r>. Apol, i. 66. * Eusebius, H, E. iii. 89. 
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eliminated from successive forms of the story drawn up 
for the use of the growing Church, until, in the Gospels 
adopted into the Canon, it had entirely disappeared. 
In the fourth Gospel, a sUght trace of it remains in the 
reference in the third person to the writer, and it is 
present in parts of the Apocalypse; but a more marked 
instance is to be found in the ' Acts of the Apostles ; * 
not so much in the prologue — ^which, of course, is not 
really part of the book — ^where the author distinctly 
speaks in the first person, as in the narrative after the 
call to Macedonia (xvi. 10-17), where the writer falls 
into the use of the first person plural (i7ftct9), resumes 
it after a break (xx. 5-15), and abandons it again, till 
it is recommenced in xxi. 1-18, xxvii. 1, xxviii. 16. As 
the author doubtless made use of written sources of in- 
formation, like the writers of our Gospels, it is most 
probable that, in these portions of the Acts, he simply in- 
serted portions of personal written narratives which had 
come into his possession. The Gospel according to Peter, 
which escaped the successive revisals of the canonical 
Gospels, probably presents the more original form of 
such histories. We are, of course, unable to say 
whether the change of names referred to by Justin was 
recorded in earlier portions of this Gospel which have 
not been recovered, but the use of the double name, 
' I, Simon Peter,' favours the supposition that it was. 

Without attaching undue importance to it, it may 
be well to point out — ^in connection with Origen's state- 
ment that, in the Gospel according to Peter, the 
brethren of Jesus are represented as being of a previous 
marriage — that the only genealogy of Jesus which is 
recognised by Justin is traced through the Virgin Mary, 
and excludes Joseph.^ She it is who is descended from 

^ Dial, xxiii., xliii. twice, xlv. thrice, c. twice, ci., cxx. ; Apol. i. 8?» 
ef. Supemaiwral Beligion, i. 800 f. 
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Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and from the house of 
David. The genealogy of Jesus in the canonical 
Gospels, on the contrary, is traced solely through 
Joseph, who alone is stated to be of the lineage of 
David. The genealogies of the first and third Synoptics, 
though differing in several important particulars, at 
least agree in excluding Mary. In the third Gospel 
Joseph goes to Judaea ' unto the city of David, which is 
called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and 
lineage of David.' ^ Justih simply states that Joseph 
went ' to Bethlehem ... for his descent was from the 
tribe of Judah, which inhabited that region.' ^ Justin 
could not, therefore, derive his genealogies from the 
canonical Gospels; and his Memoirs, from which he 
learns the Davidic descent through Mary only, to which 
he refers no less than eleven times, differed from them 
distinctly on this point. The Gospel according to Peter, 
which, according to Origen, contained a statement 
which separated Jesus from his brethren in the flesh, in 
all probability must have traced the Davidic descent 
through Mary. The Gospel of James, commonly called 
the 'Protevangelium,' to a form of which, at least, Origen 
refers at the same time as the Gospel according to Peter, 
states that Mary was of the lineage of David.^ There 
are other peculiarities in Justin's account of the angelic 
announcement to Mary differing distinctly from our 
canonical Gospels,^ regarding some of which Tischendorf 
was of opinion that they were derived from the ' Prot- 
evangelium ; ' but there are reasons for supposing that 
they may have come from a still older work, and if it 
should seem that Justin made use of the Gospel accor- 
ding to Peter, these may also have been taken from it. 



* Luke ii. 4. * Dial, Ixxviii. 

^ Protevcmg. Jacohi, x. ; Tischendorf, Eva/ng, Ajpocr. p. 19 f. 

'* Cf. 8upematv/ral Beligion, i. 304 L 
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In the absence of the rest of the Gospel, however, all 
this must be left for the present as mere conjecture. 

The fragment begins with a broken sentence pre- 
senting an obviously different story of the trial of Jesus 
from that of the canonical Gospels. ' . . . but of the 
Jews no man {tZv 8c ^lovBaicDv ovSeW) washed his hands, 
neither Herod (ou8c 'H^qJStjs) nor any of his judges. . . . 
Pilate rose up {avda-rrj UciXaros). And then Herod the 
King {'Hp^Bris 6 fiaatXeifs) commandeth the Lord to be 
taken,' &c. Justin in one place ^ refers to this trial as 
foretold by the prophetic spirit, and speaks of what was 
done against the Christ 'by Herod the King of the Jews, 
and the Jews themselves, and Pilate who was your 
governor among them, and his soldiers ' {'HpdBov tov 
fiaaiKeo}^ *Iov8aLO}V kol avrS^v ^lovSaCcov koI UtXarov tov 
vfi€T€pov irap avTois yepofievov iirvrpoTrov avv Tot^ airov 
oTpariwrai^). This combination agrees with the repre- 
sentation of the fragment, and of course differs from 
that of the Gospels. In Dial. ciii. Justin repeats this 
to some extent, adding that he sent Jesus 'bound' 
{ScScfteVoi/). This representation does not exist in Luke, 
but neither is it found in what we have of the Gospel 
according to Peter, though it may have occurred in the 
•commencement of the scene to which we are so abruptly 
introduced. 

Justin says in another place : ' For as the prophet 
said, worrying him ^ {hiaarvpovre^ avTov\ they set him 
{€Kadi(Tav) upon a judgment seat {hrl ^S^jftaros), and 
said, " Judge for us " {Rplvov 'i]tuvy ^ In the Gospel 

* Apol. i. 40. 

^ The word used in the Gospel is (rvpo>, to drag along, but Justin's 
word is merely the same verb with the addition of dia, liutavpta, to worry, 
or harass with abuse. Although the English equivalent is thus changed, 
and conceals the analogy of the two passages, the addition of dia, strictly 



•considered, cannot so change the meaning of (rvpa, but rather should 
imply a continuance of the same action. This is also Dr. Martineau*s view. 
' Kat ydpf cis tlrrcv 6 iTpo<f)riTriSi biatrvpovrts avTov tKoBurav tnl (ir)p.aTos 
4eae tlnov * Kplvov fjfiiv, Apol, i. 35. 
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according to Peter we have : ' They said, " Let us drag 
along {(TupcjiiG/) the Son of God "... and they set Him 
{iKadLo-av avrov) upon a seat of judgment {KadeSpav 
Kpiaeo)^), saying, " Judge justly {JiKaitos Kpive), King of 
Israel." ' ^ This representation is different from any in 
our Gospels, and it has some singular points of agree- 
ment with our fragment. It has frequently been 
suggested that Justin, in this passage, makes use of our 
canonical Gospels with a combination of the Septuagint 
version of Isaiah Iviii. 2, 3, and that this is supported 
by the expression ' as said the prophet.' This does not 
sufficiently explain the passage, however. The Septua- 
gint version of the part of Isaiah Iviii. 2 referred to 
reads : alTovcriv [le vvv Kpiaiv BiKaCau — * They ask me 
now for just judgment.' 

Justin drops the 'just,' which stands both in Isaiah 
and in the fragment, and therefore the omission may be 
considered equally unfavourable to both writings as the 
source. In other respects Justin is nearer the Gospel 
than the prophet. On the other hand, the proposed 
use of Kadi^^Lv as a transitive verb would make the 
fourth Gospel, xix. 13, read: * Pilate . . . brought 
Jesus out, and set him {iKadiaei/) upon a judgment seat 
(cTTt jS-qfiaTosy &c. ; and it is pretended that Justin may 
have taken it in this sense, and that by the use of the 
word firjiia he betrays his indebtedness to the fourth 
Gospel. This use of the verb, however, can scarcely 
be maintained. It is impossible to suppose that Pilate 
himself set Jesus on a judgment seat, as this transitive 
use of kKd6i(T€ would require us to receive ; and we 
must, more especially in the absence of a distinct 

* ^EXeyov, Svpo/tcv tov vlov rov 6€0v, . • . icae iKaBurav avrhv cttI #ca^e- 
dpav KplataSi \€yovT€£ Aticaior Kplvc, ficuriKcv tov 'lo-pa^X. Evang, Petri, 6» 
Hilgenfeld says regarding this, *Was fehlt noch zu dem Beweise, dass 
Justinus, wie ich schon 1850 aTisgefiihrt habe, das Petrus-Evg. benutzt 
hat ? ' Zeitschr, 1893, ii. 261. 
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object, receive it as the Eevisers of the New Testament 
have rightly done — intransitive^ : *He brought Jesus out 
and sat down/^ In Justin it is not Pilate but the Jews 
who drag Jesus along, and put him on a judgment 
seat, and the use of the ordinary fifjiia for the expres- 
sion of the fragment, ' a seat of judgment ' (/ca^cS/oa 
Kpia-ecj^^ is not surprising in a writer like Justin, who 
is not directly quoting, but merely giving the sense of 
a passage. However this may be, the whole represen- 
tation is peculiar, and the conclusion of many critics 
is that it proves Justin's dependence on the Gospel 
according to Peter.^ 

Justin, speaking of an incident of the crucifixion, 
says : ' And those who were crucifying him parted his 
garments (cjucptcrai/ to, ifidTia avrov) amongst themselves, 
casting lots {Xaxfiov fidWovTes), each taking what 
pleased him, according to the cast of the lot {tov 
Khjpovy^ In the Gospel according to Peter it is said : 
*And they laid the clothes (ra hSvixaTo) before him, 
and distributed them (Stc/itcptcrai^o), and cast lots 
(Xax/^w efiaXov) for them.' The use of the peculiar 
expression XaxfJ^ov jSaWeiv both by the Gospel and 
Justin is undoubtedly striking, especially, as Dr. Swete 
properly points out, as its use in this connection is 
limited, so far as we know, to the Gospel of Peter, 
Justin, and Cyril.'* It is rendered more important by 

^ This passage has been discussed at some length by Dr. Martineau 
(Nineteenth Centwry^ October 1898, pp. 647 flF.), in controversy with 
Mr. T. Eendel Harris {Contenip. Bev. August 1898, pp. 284 flf.), as it has 
frequently before been. Dr. Martineau seems to be in the right upon all 
points in connection with it. 

* Hilgenfeld, Zeitachr, wis8. Theol. 1898, pp. 249 flF.; cf. Lods, De 
Evang, sec, Petrum, pp. 12 f. ; Hamack, l,c. pp. 88 f., 68 f. ; Martineaui 
Nvneteenth Century ^ October 1898, pp. 660 f. ; cf. Swete, Ix, p. xxxiv. 

' Dial, xcvii. 

^ Swete, l,c, p. xxxiv. Mr. Bendel Harris says : ' I regard it as certain 
that the reading Xax/i^r implies connection between Justin and Feter» 
either directly or through a third source accessible to both.* Contemp* 
Bev. August 1898, p. 281. 
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the fact that, both in the Gospel and Justin, the casting 
of lots is applied to all the clothes, in contradistinction 
to the fourth Gospel, in which it is connected with the 
coat alone, and that neither has any mention of the 
Johannine peculiarity that the coat was without seam. 

Justin says that after he was crucified all the 
^ acquaintances of Jesus forsook him ' (ot yv^pifioi avrov 
7rdvT€^ aTrio-rrjaav) ; ^ and in another place that after his 
crucifixion ' the disciples who were with him dispersed 
{StccTKcSacr^Tjcrai/) until he rose from the dead.' ^ 
This representation is found in the first Synoptic only, 
iDut agrees still better with vv. 26, 27, and 59 of our 
fragment. Elsewhere, Justin, in agreement with the 
fragment, speaks of Herod, ' King of the Jews.' ^ Fur- 
ther, he says, more than once, that the Jews sent persons 
throughout the world to spread calumnies against 
•Christians, amongst which was the story that ' his dis- 
ciples stole him by night from the grave (KXet/rai/rc? 
-avTov airo rov iivrjyiaTo^ vukto^) where he had been laid 
when he was unloosed from the cross {a(fyr)\o}0eU am tov 
oTavpody ^ The first Synoptic alone has the expression 
regarding the disciples stealing the body, using the same 
verb, but our fragment alone uses iivfjixa for the tomb 
and ofiers a parallel for the unloosing from the cross in 
V. 21. We must, however, point out that the statement 
regarding these emissaries from the Jews is not found 
at all in our canonical Gospels.^ 

It wiU be remembered that, in the fragment, the only 
cry from the cross is : ' " Power, my Power, thou hast 
forsaken me," and having spoken, he was taken up.' 
This is one of the most striking variations from the 

* Apol i. 60. 

* Mera yap to OTavpadrivai ovtop oi <tvv avr^ Svtcs yiaSrfrai avrov hua-Ktbd- 
^6rfa-aVf fi«xp^s ^'^ov dpearn ck pcKpStv, Dial, liii. ; cf. Supemahi^al Beligion, 
i. 330 flF. 

' Dial. ciii. * Dial, cviii. * Cf. Supernatural Beligionf i. 339. 
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canonical Gospels. It is also claimed as, perhaps, the 
most Docetic representation of the fragment, for the idea 
was that one Christ suffered and rose, and another flew 
up and was free from suffering.^ It was believed by 
the Docetae that the Holy Spirit only descended upon 
the human Jesus, at his baptism, in the shape of a dove. 
Now one of the statements of Justin from his Memoirs^ 
which has no existence in our Gospels, was that, when 
Jesus went to be baptized by John, 

As Jesus went down to the water, a fire was also kindled in 
the Jordan ; and when he came up from the water, the Holy Spirit 
like a dove fell upon him, as the Apostles of this very Christ of ours- 
wrote . . . and at the same time a voice came from the heavens . . . 
* Thou art my son, this day have I begotten thee.' 

Justin repeats his version of the words a second 
time in the same chapter.^ The Synoptics make the 
voice say : ' Thou art my beloved son ; in thee I am well 
pleased,' instead of the words from Psalm ii. 7. Now,, 
although we have not the part of the Gospel according^ 
to Peter in which the earlier history of Jesus is related, 
it is not improbable that Justin's version, agreeing as it 
does with the later episode in the fragment and with 
the criticism of Serapion, was taken from this Gospel. 

We refer to this point, however, for the purpose of 
introducing another statement of Justin, which may be 
worth a little consideration in connection with our 
fragment. One of the passages which are supposed 
most clearly to betray Docetic tendencies is the ex- 
pression, V, 10, that when the Lord was crucified ' he 
kept silence, as feeling no pain ' (a>s firjBh/ irovov €)(<t>v). 
It is evident that these words may either be taken 
as simply representing the fortitude with which suffer- 
ing was endured, or understood to support the view 

^ Gf. Irenaetis, Adv, Haer. iii. 12. 

^ Dial. Ixxxviii. ; cf. Sujpematural BeUgiotif i. 316 flF, 
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that no pain was really suffered, though this is by no 
means actually said. Now, Justin, in another chapter 
of his ' Dialogue with Trypho,' in which he again refers to 
the baptism and quotes the words of the voice as above, 
•cites the agony in the garden to prove that ' the Father 
wished his Son really to suffer {irdd^a-iv aKiqdS>si) for our 
sakes, and that we may not say that he, being the Son of 
God, did not feel what was happening and being inflicted 
upon him.'^ He goes on to say that the silence of 
Jesus, who returned no answer to any one in the presence 
of Pilate, was foretold in a passage which he quotes. 
All this, in connection with representations not found in 
our canonical Gospels, may form another link with the 
Gospel according to Peter, as one of his Memoirs. 
Justin evidently made use of passages like the words at 
the baptism, to which he did not attach any Docetic 
interpretation, and it is quite natural that he should 
argue against the view that Jesus did not really suffer 
pain, and yet read quite naturally the words we are dis- 
cussing, without directly referring to them. It was the 
practice of these early sects to twist passages, not 
originally intended to favour them, into evidence for 
their views, and an ordinary Christian might possess a 
Gospel containing them, in complete unconsciousness 
that it tended in the slightest degree to encourage 
heresy.^ It is evident from several quotations which 
we have made, and from others which might be adduced, 
that Justin was an example of this very thing. 

A number of small points might be added to these, 
but we do not go into them here. A majority of the 

^ Dial, ciii. There is another passage in Dial, cxxv., which may be 
compared : *AXX* iirii kcli vapKav c/xcXXf, Tovreariv iv it6v(a koi iv dirtX^^ci 
Tov irdBouSf 0T€ aravpova-Bai efitWcp, 6 XpurTOS 6 ^ficrepogf k,t.\, 

^ Mr. Murray, for instance, quotes a passage from Origen, using a 
similar expression to that in our fragment, that Jesus was silent as suffering 
no pain, with a comment which shows that he did not suspect a Docetio 
interpretation. Expositor, January 1898, pp. 55 £ 
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critics who have discussed the question are of opinion 
that Justin made use of the Gospel according to Peter,^ 
and even apologists, (who as a body seem agreed to de- 
preciate the fragment), whilst refusing to admit its use 
by Justin, are not generally very decided in their denial 
nor, as we shall presently see, inclined to assign it a 
date which excludes the possibility. The case may be 
summed up in a few words. Justin undeniably quotes 
from his * Memoirs of the Apostles ' facts and passages 
which are not found in our Gospels ; he distinctly refers 
to statements as contained in certain ^Memoirs of Peter ; '^ 
some of these variations from the canonical Gospels 
have linguistic and other parallels in our fragment, short 
as it is, and there is reason to suppose that others would 
have been found in it had the entire Gospel been extant 
for comparison; the style of the fragment precisely 
tallies with the peculiar name of 'Memoirs,' being a 
personal narrative in the first person singular ; and 
finally, there is nothing in its composition or character 
which necessitates the assignment of such a date to the 
fragment as would exclude the possibility, or probability, 
of its use by Justin. 

^ Hamack, l,c. pp. 38 ff. ; Lods, l,c. pp. 12 f. ; Hilgenfeld, Z&itschr. 
wis8. Theol. 1898, pp. 221, 241, 267 ; van Manen, Theol, Tijdschrift, 
1893, pp. 385 f., 661 ff.; Martineau, Nineteenth Centu/ry, June 1893, 
p. 910, October, pp. 643 f. ; cf. J. Rendel Harris, Contemp. Bev, Angnst 
1893, pp. 227 flf., 231. 

' Of. Swete, Lc. pp. xxxiii. flf. 
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We may now consider whether there is any indication 
of the use of this Gospel according to Peter by the 
author of the * Epistle of Barnabas/ The Epistle is 
variously dated between a.d. 70-132, apologists leaning 
towards the earlier date. The shortness of the frag- 
ment recovered, of course, diminishes greatly the 
probability of finding any trace of its use in so com- 
paratively brief a work as this Epistle, but some indica- 
tions may be pointed out. The fragment states that, 
being anxious lest the sun should set whilst he was stiE 
living and the law regarding one put to death be trans- 
gressed, * one of them said : " Give him to drink gall with 
vinegar," and having mixed they gave him to drink 
(IIoTccraTC avrov x^Xtjv /lera o^ov9* icat Kepda-avrc^ 
iiroTLo-aaf)} . . . Over all these things, however, we 
were fasting {im Be tovtol^ vaa-Lv hrqarevoiiof) * . . . 
the whole people . . . beat their breasts (6 Xaos aira^ . . . 
KOTrrerai tol arqdrjy^ This representation not only 
differs from the canonical Gospels in * gall with vinegar * 
being given to drink, but in the view that it was not 
given to relieve thirst, but as a potion to hasten death,* 
and there follow various statements regarding fasting 

1 Verse 16. * Verse 27. » Verse 28. 

* Mr. Murray points out that Origen likewise regards the * gall ' as 
balefdl, as he likewise represents with our fragment the breaking of the 
limbs as an act of mercy (Expositor , January 1892, pp. 66 f.). Hilgenfeld 
is quite convinced that tiie Epistle derives the passage from Peter (ZeiUchr, 
1893, ii. 255 f.). 
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and mourning. Now in Barnabas precisely the same 
representation is made. The Epistle says : 

But also when crucified, he had vinegar and gall given him to 
drink (aXXa icat aravpwOetc eiroTiieTO o^u koX Xo\^y Hear how, on 
this matter, the priests of the temple have revealed. Seeing that 
there is a commandment in Scripture : ' Whosoever shall not observe 
the fast shall surely die,' the Lord commanded, because he was in 
his own person about to ofier the vessel of his spirit for our sins 
... * Since ye are to give me, who am to offer my flesh for the sins 
of my new people, gall with vinegar to drink, eat ye alone, while 
the people fasts and wails. . . . (/ztWcrc TroriCeiv ^o\j)v /Ltcra o^cvq 
• • • 7oi) Xaov rriaTevovTOQ icai icoirTOfiivov),' ^ 

There are three suppositions as the possible ex- 
planation of this similarity : (1) that the author of the 
Epistle derived his statement from the Gospel; (2) that 
the author of the Gospel derived it from the Epistle, or 
(3) that both drew it from a third and earlier source. 
Assigning as we do the later date to the Epistle of 
Barnabas, the first of these hypotheses seems to us the 
most natural and the correct one, although, of course, 
it is impossible to prove that both did not derive it from 
another source. The second explanation we must 
definitely reject, both because we consider that priority 
of date lies with the fragment, and because it does not 
seem probable that the representation originated in the 
Epistle. To admit this would be to suppose that the 
author first fabricated the statement that Jesus was 

> The whole passage may be given here, as arguments are founded 
upon it ; *AXXa kuI (rravpcDBels eVoTtfcTo o$€i Koi x^^H ' aKovtrare itCas irepi 
TovTov wftfiavipoiKav oi iepels tov vaov. y€ypap.p.€vrji ivroXrjs' *0s av fxfj 
priaT€V(rrf t^v vrjareiaVf Bavari^ e^oKeBpfvOrja-erai, fV€T€lXaTo Kvpios, iirel koI 
avTos vnep Ta>v rip€T€p(ov dpapTiatv c/xcXXcv to aKtvos tov nvevpMTos npoa-ipepeiv 
Bvtriav^ iva koI 6 tvttos 6 yevopevos eVi ^ItraciK roO jrpoo'tvtxBevTos enl to 
Bvo-iaoTrjpLOv T(k€a-Bfi* ri ovp Xeyei €v tw 7rpo(l)riTu ; Kal (^aytroxrai/ €K tov 
Tpdyov tov jrpo(r<f>epopJvov TJj vrjo'TeLa vnep jraaSiv tS>v dp.apTiS>v, irpoa^x^Tc 
CLKpi^SiS Ktii (l>ay€Ta)(rav ol iepeis p^voi navTes to tvrepov oTrXvrov p^TO. o^ovs. 
TTpos Ti ; (TTCiBrf ipi, virtp &p.apTia>v ^iWoirra tov \aov p,ov tov Kaivnv irpoa-- 
<f>€p€iv rriv (rdpKa p.ov^ piXXere TTOTiCeiv ;(oX^v pcTO, of ot/y, (fidyert vptis /xoj'ot, 
TOV Xaov VTjarevovTOs Koi KOTrropevov em adiacov kol (nrodovy k.t»X. (vii. 3-5). 

university) 
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given gall and vinegar to hasten death, and then pro- 
ceeded immediately to explain the circumstance by 
means of the elaborate gnosis with which the Epistle is 
filled. It is quite undeniable that the whole narrative 
of the Gospels grew out of the suggestions of supposed 
prophetic passages in the Old Testament, but the author 
of the Epistle introduces the statement upon which his 
explanation is based, with a simplicity which seems to 
exclude the idea of its being his own fabrication ; ' But 
also, when crucified, he had vinegar and gall given him 
to drink.' There is not the ring here of a statement 
advanced for the first time, but if we suppose that the 
author had read it in such a work as the Gospel ac- 
cording to Peter, it would be quite natural. It is not 
to be understood that we doubt that the account in the 
fragment, or in our Gospels, was suggested by pas- 
sages in the Old Testament, but simply that we do not 
believe that the representation originated in this Epistle, 
in immediate connection with the elaborate explanation 
given. A tradition, gradually influenced by such pro- 
phetic and other considerations, may have been em- 
bodied by the author of the Gospel in his narrative, and 
then the writer of the Epistle may have seized upon it 
and enlarged upon its typical signification, but it is not 
probable that he originated it himself. 
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VI 

We do not propose to enter here upon an inquiry 
whether there is any evidence within our short frag- 
ment that the Gospel according to Peter was used by 
other early writers. The slight traces which alone we 
could hope to find, and which several able critics do 
find,^ cannot be decisive of anything, and whilst there 
may be a faint literary interest in pursuing such 
researches, they need not detain us here. A short con- 
sideration may, however, be given to Tatian. Some 
critics, impressed apparently with the idea that no 
early Gospels can possibly be otherwise than dependent 
on our canonical works, yet having to explain the 
continuous divergence from the canonical narratives, 
advance the suggestion, that the writer of the Gospel 
according to Peter may have derived all the points 
which the fragment contains, in common with one or 
more of the canonical Gospels, from a Harmony of our 
Gospels. Now, the only Harmony of the second 
century which, they think, has survived is the so-called 
' Diatessaron ' of Tatian. Of course, they find that the 
' Diatessaron ' ' might have furnished the writer of the 
fragment with all the incidents which he shares with any 
of the Four Gospels.' Dr. Swete continues : ' The order 
in Peter is not always the same as it seems to have been 

^ Hamack finds it almost certain that the Didache made use of this 
Gospel {I.e. pp. 68 f., 80) ; so also van Manen (Theol. Tijdachr, September 
1893, pp. 363 f.) and others. 

D 2 
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in Tatian, but differences of order may be disregarded 
in our inquiry, since they are equally embarrassing if 
we assume that the writer had recourse to the Gospels 
as separate books.' ^ 

Not content with the conclusion that the Gospels, 
narratiog the very same history, might have furnished 
the incidents which they have in common. Dr. Swete 
proceeds ' to compare the " Diatessaron " with our frag- 
ment, with the view of ascertaining whether Tatian 
would have provided the Petrine writer with the word^ 
which he seems, to have adopted from the Four 
Gospels.' 2 

This is not the place to discuss again the identity of 
the supposed ' Diatessaron,' but it will be suflBcient to 
point out that we have it only in an Arabic version, 
published and translated by Ciasca, and a translation 
of the supposed Armenian version of the Commentary 
upon it, ascribed to Ephraem, which again Moesinger, 
who edited the Latin version published in 1876, 
declares to be itself translated from the Syriac. In 
these varied transformations of the text, anything like 
verbal accuracy must be regarded as totally lost. The 
object in making the versions was not, of course, critical 
fidelity, and variations from canonical texts would, no 
doubt, often or always be regarded as accidental and 
to be corrected. Such translations can never, in tex- 
tual criticism, be accepted as sufficient representations 
of the original. The process, however, by which Dr. 
Swete proceeds to ascertain whether the author of the 
fragment derives from Tatian the words which he seems 
to have adopted from the Four Gospels, is to place 
side by side with the Petrine narrative, in certain 
crucial passages, the corresponding portions of the 
* Diatessaron,' approximately represented in Greek, and 

^ Zr.e. pp. xxi t 2 j,^ pp^ ^^- £ 
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he selects the accounts of the mockery, the three hours, 
the burial, and the visit of the women to the tomb. 
He thus explains his system : ' The plan adopted has 
been to substitute for Ciasca's translation of the Arabic 
Tatian the corresponding portions of the canonical 
Gospels. The text has been determined by a com- 
parison of Ciasca's Latin with Moesinger's Evangelii 
Concordantis Exposition and the Curetonian Syriac of 
Luke xxiii., xxiv. It claims, of course, only to be an 
approximate and provisional representation of the text 
of the original work.' ^ However impartial Dr. Swete 
may have tried to be — and without doubt he did en- 
deavour to be so — such a test is vitiated and rendered 
useless by the antecedent manipulation of the texts. 
The result at which he arrives is : ' This comparison 
does not justify the conclusion that the writer of our 
fragment was limited to the use of the " Diatessaron " * 
— the exact contents of which, in its original shape, be 
it noted. Dr. Swete, a few lines further on, admits that 
we do not know, ' so that it would be unsafe to draw 
any negative inference ' from certain exceptions. 

On the whole we may perhaps claim to have established a strong 
presumption that the Petrine writer employed a Harmony which, 
in its general selection of extracts, and in some of its minuter 
arrangements, very nearly resembled the Harmony of Tatian. This 
is not equivalent to saying that he used Tatian, because there is 
some reason to think that there may have been a Harmony or 
Harmonies earlier than Tatian. . . . Thus the relation of the 
Petrine writer to Tatian remains for the present an open question ; 
but enough has been said to render such a relation probable, if 
further inquiries should lead us to place the Gospel of Peter after 
the publication of the * Diatessaron.' ^ 

It must frankly be asserted that the whole of this 
comparison with Tatian, and the views so curiously 
expressed regarding the result, are the outcome of a 

^ Jj.c. p. xxii, ». 1. * X.c. p. xxiv. 
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preconceived idea that the Petrine author compiled his 
Gospel mainly from the canonical. The divergencies 
being so great, however, and the actual contradictions 
so strong, it becomes necessary to account for them in 
some way, and the theory of the use of a Harmony is 
advanced to see whether it may not overcome some of 
the diflSiculties. It would have been more to the pur- 
pose to have inquired whether the so-called 'Diatessaron^ 
did not make use of the Gospel according to Peter, 
amongst others. 

In connection with this it may be weU to refer to 
some remarkable observations of Professor J. Eendel 
Harris regarding the relation of the Gospel according 
to Peter and Tatian's Harmony. When the fragment 
was first discovered, he was naturally struck by its 
great importance. ^ The Gospel of Peter, even in the 
imperfect form in which it has come down to us, is the 
breaking of a new seal, the opening of a fresh door,' he 
said, ' to those who are engaged in the problems pre- 
sented by Biblical and Patristic criticism,' ^ and he very 
rightly proceeded to try to find out ' whether Peter has 
used Tatian, or Tatian Peter, or whether both of them are 
working upon common sources.' ^ He first refers to ' a 
curious addition to the story of the Crucifixion, which 
can be shown, with a very high probability, to have 
once stood in the Harmony of Tatian.' The most 
interesting and instructive part of the reference is that 
Mr. Harris had made and published, some years before 
the discovery of the fragment before us, certain notes 
on the Harmony of Tatian, in which he had employed 
'the method of combination of passages in different 
writers who were known to have used the Harmony, or 
different texts which were suspected of having borrowed 

^ A Popular Account of the newly recovered Gospel of Peter, 1893,. 
pp. V, f. 

2 J6. p. 76. . . : 
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from it, to show that in the account of the Crucifixion 
there stood a passage something like the following : 

' They beat their breasts and said, Woe unto us, for the things 
which are done to-day for our sins ; for the desolation of Jerusalem 
hath drawn nigh.' ^ 

It is unnecessary here to quote the way Mr. Harris 
arrived at this passage, which he frankly states, but at 
once go on to compare it with our fragment. He sums 
up: 

Now the reader will be interested to see that the missing sen- 
tence which I restored to Tatian's text has turned up in the Gospel 
of Peter, for we read that : * The Jews and the elders and the 
priests, when they saw what an evil deed they had done to them- 
selves, began to beat their breasts and to say. Woe to our sins, for 
the judgment and the end of Jerusalem is at hand.' Did the false 
Peter take this from Tatian, or was it the other way 1 or did both 
of them use some uncanonical writing or tradition ? ^ 

* There is nothing in what follows in the Arabic 
Harmony,' Mr. Harris points out, ' which suggests an 
allusion to the desolation of the city, or an imprecation 
upon, or lamentation over, themselves.' ^ 

Very few will feel any doubt that this is taken from 
our Gospel according to Peter, or possibly — for of 
course there is no absolute proof — from the tradition 
which the writer of that Gospel also used, and not by 
the writer from the Harmony; and it may be suggested 
that the omission of this and similar passages from ver- 

^ lb, p. 76. It should be stated that the Syriac version of Cureton to 
Luke xxiii. 48 gives nearly this sentence, and that the old Latin Codex of 
St. Germain reads: * dicentes : Vae nobis, quae facta sunt hodie propter 
peccata nostra ; appropinquavit enim desolatio Hierusalem.' Mr. Harris 
of course refers to these passages. Hamack considers that this passage is 
derived from our Gospel according to Peter (Z.c. p. 67). 

* L.c. p. 81. It may be well to give the passage now in Moesinger's 
work : * " Vae fuit, vae fuit nohis, Filius Dei erat hic,^' Quum autem eis 
sol naturalis defecisset, tunc per istas tenebras eis lucidum fiebat, excidium 
urbis suae advenisse : " venerunt, ait, judicia dirutionis Jerosolymorum.** 
Quia itaque haec urbs non recepit eum qui earn aedificaverat, restabat ei 
ut ruinam suam videret.' Eva/ng» Concord, ExposiUo, 1876, pp. 246 f. 

3 L.C. p. 78. 

(univbrsity) 
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sions of the Harmony may have been influenced by the 
fact that, not forming part of our Gospels, and not 
agreeing with the preconceived theory of a Harmony of 
our four Gospels, such passages were excluded as inter- 
polations. 

Another instance given by Mr. Harris is the state- 
ment in the fragment : ' Then the sun shone out, and it 
was found to be the ninth hour,' which he compares 
with the language of * Tatian's ' commentator : ' Three 
hours the sun was darkened, and afterwards it shone 
out again.' ^ And further : 

Another case of parallelism is in the speech of the angel to 
Mary : ^ He is not hercyfor he is risen, and has gone away to the 
place from whence he was sent,^ At first sight this looks like a 
wilful expansion on the part of the writer of the Gospel ; but on a 
reference to the Persian father Aphrahat, who is more than suspected 
of having used the text of Tatian, we find the words, * And the 
angels said to Mary, He is risen, and gone away to him that sent 
him,' which is very nearly in coincidence with the text of the false 
Peter.2 

Neither of these passages is found in the actual text 
of ' Tatian.' Finally, we may quote the other instance 
pointed out by Mr. Harris : 

The Docetic quotation from the Psalm * My Power, my Power, 
hast thou forsaken me ? ' is peculiar in this respect, that the second 
possessive pronoun is wanting, so that we ought to translate it 
' Power, my Power . . .' Now, it is curious that Tatian's text had 
a similar peculiarity, for Ephrem gives it as * God, my God,' and 
the Arabic Harmony as Yaiily Yaiili, where the added suffix belongs 
to the possessive pronoun. This is a remarkable coincidence, and 
makes one suspect that Tatian had ' Power, my Power ' in his text, 
and that it has been corrected away. And it is significant that 
Ephrem in commenting on the passage, says : ' The divinity did not 
so far depart from the humanity as to be cut off* from it, but only 

^ L,c. pp. 81 f. 

^ L,c, pp. 83 f. Of. Zahn, Lc. p. 65. Zahn considers it in the highest 
degree improbable that this was taken by Tatian from Peter, but the im* 
probability is by no means made out. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE DIATESSARON OF TATIAN 41 

as regards the power of the divinity, which was hidden both from 
the Slain and the slayers.' This looks very suspicious that Ephrem 
found something in his text of Tatian differing from the words 
'God, my God.' 1 

Mr. Harris reserves his final judgment on this 
relation between Tatian and the Gospel according to 
Peter ; but as in a later article ^ he is not unwilling to 
allow the date of a.d. 130 to be assigned to the frag- 
ment, it is scarcely to be decided as Peter quoting 
Tatian. Mr. Harris throughout these passages, however, 
states the case in a most impartial manner, and the 
reader must form his own opinion. 

We may, before leaving ' Tatian,' point out another 
instance of agreement to which Mr. Harris does not 
allude. In the Commentary there is the following 
passage : ' Et dederunt ei bibere acetum et fel. Acetum 
ei porrexerunt, pro felle autem magna ejus miseratio 
amaritudinem gentium dulcem fecit.' ^ It will be re- 
membered that this agrees with the representation of 
the fragment that they gave Jesus * vinegar and gall' to 
drink. 

All these instances may, indeed, throw a new light 
upon the Diapente in the text of Victor, which has 
so exercised apologists, and lead to the opinion that 
Tatian's Harmony was not composed out of four 
Gospels, but out of five. If it be agreed, as it is by a 
majority of critics, that Justin made use of the Gospel 
of Peter, the probability that his pupil Tatian likewise 
possessed the same work, and used it for his Harmony, 
is immensely increased. 

^ L,c. pp. 82 t 

* Contemp. Bev. August 1898, p. 286. 

* Ev. Concor. Eapoa. p. 246. 
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We shall not attempt to fix any even approximate date 
to the Gospel according to Peter, although we shall 
presently have to consider its relation to our canonical 
Gospels in a way which will at least assign it a position 
in time relative to them. Hamack, in the preface to 
the second edition of his article on the fragment, 
suspends his judgment on its relation to our Gospels, 
and will not even undertake a sufficient examination of 
this important question, so long as there remains a hope 
of still recovering more of the Gospel. It is devoutly 
to be hoped that the Cemetery of Akhmim may still 
give us more of this and other important early works ; 
but there is no reason why we should not, even now, 
endeavour to derive what information we can from this 
instalment, and the worst— or the best — which can 
happen is that future acquisitions may enable us to 
correct the errors — or confirm the conclusions — of the 
present. So long as we confine ourselves to the 
legitimate inferences to be drawn from the actual 
fragment before us, we cannot go far wrong. 

It is frequently possible to assign well-defined limits 
within which early works, whose authors are un- 
known, must have been composed, when a more precise 
date cannot with certainty be fixed. Direct references 
to the writing, or its use, by writers the period of whose 
literary work is known, may enable us to affirm that it 
was written at least before their time ; and sometimes 
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certain allusions or quotations in the work itself may, 
on the other hand, show that it must have been com- 
posed after a certain date; and thus limits, more or less 
narrow, become certain, within which its production 
must lie. The Gospel according to Peter, as we might 
expect, contains none of the allusions or quotations to- 
which we refer, and we are therefore reduced to the one 
indication of age — reference to, or the use of it by, early 
writers, leaving the approximate date to which it may 
be set back wholly to conjecture. As we have already 
remarked above, the question whether it is dependent 
on, or independent of, our canonical Gospels has yet to 
be considered; but there is too much difference of 
opinion regarding the date of these Gospels themselves 
to render this more than a relative indication. So far, 
the opinions of critics assign the Gospel according to 
Peter to dates ranging from a period antecedent to- 
our Gospels, in their present form, to about the middle 
of the second century.^ 

The indications of style and phraseology given by 
the fragment have of course to be taken into account, 
and it may be well, before proceeding further, to 
examine certain peculiarities which have been pointed 
out by writers who assert that the composition is 
decidedly later than our canonical Gospels.^ The 
writer never speaks of ' Jesus ' simply, but always as 

^ Lods (before a.d. 160), Ev, sec, Petrum^ 1893, pp. 26 f. ; RobinsoQ 
(before a.d. 160), The Gospel according to Peter ^ &c., 1892, p. 82 ; Hamack 
(beginning of second century), Lc. p. 80; Zahn (a.d. 140-146), Das Ev, 
des PetruSj 1893, p. 76; Kunze (about a.d. 170), Das neu aufgefund. 
Bruchstiich des sogen, Petrusev. 1893, p. 47; Hilgenfeld (end of first 
century), Zeitschr, 1893, pp. 266 f. ; Swete (a.d. 160-166), The AJchmim 
Fragment, 1893, p. xlv ; von Schubert (soon after middle of second cen- 
tury), Die ComP' des Psetidopetr, Ev, Fragments, 1893, p. 196 ; W. C» 
van Manen (older, rather than later, than our Gospels), Theol, Tijdschr, 
6de Stuk, 1893, pp. 666 ff. ; Martineau (a.d. 130), Ni/neteenth Century^ 
Jime 1893, p. 926, September, p. 633 ; J. Kendel Harris (no objection to- 
A.D. 130), Contemp, Bev, August 1893, p. 236. , " 

* Zaiin, l,c, pp. 18 fif. ; Swete, l.c, pp. xliii, f, 
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* the Lord ' (o /cvptos). He likewise refers to him as the 
^ Saviour ' (crcon^p) in one place, and several times as * a 
Son of God' (vtos rod 6eov). Now, with regard to these 
expressions, they are in constant use throughout the 
New Testament writings, in the Gospels themselves, as 
well as in the Epistles of Paul and the Epistles popularly 
ascribed to him. For instance, 6 /cvptos : Matt. xxi. 3, 
xxviii. 6 ; ^ Mark xvi. 19 ; ^ Luke vii. 13, x. 1, xi. 39, 
xii. 42, xiii. 1 5, xvii. 5, 6, xviii. 6, xix. 8, 31, 34, xxii. 
61, xxiv. 3, 34 ; John vi. 23, xi. 2, xiii. 13, 14, xx. 2, 
13, 18, 20, 28, xxi. 7, 12. It is unnecessary to point 
out passages in the Acts and Epistles, for * the Lord,' 

* the Lord Jesus,' or ' the Lord Jesus Christ,' is every- 
where used, and indeed no other form, it may be said, 
is adopted. 'A Son of God' (vtos rov 6eov) is con- 
stantly used in the Gospels and Acts. A few instances 
may be given : Matt. viii. 29, xiv. 33, xvi. 16, xxvi. 63, 
xxvii. 40, 43, 54 ; Mark i. 1, iii. 11, v. 7, xv. 39 ; Luke 
i. 35, ix. 41, viii. 28, xxii. 70 ; John i. 34, 49, v. 25, x. 
36, xi. 4, 27, xix. 7, xx. 31 ; Acts ix. 20. Of course, in 
the Epistles the expression is of frequent occurrence, as 
for instance, Eom. i. 4, 9, v. 10 ; 1 Cor. i. 9 ; 2 Cor. 
i. 19; Gal. ii. 20, and elsewhere. It is not necessary 
to show that ' Saviour ' is used, but the following may 
be pointed out : Luke ii. 11 ; John iv. 42 ; Acts v. 31, 
xiii. 23 ; and it more frequently occurs in the Epistles. 
All of these expressions are commonly employed in 
early Christian literature, such as the 'Didache,' Ignatian 
Epistles, Clement of Eome, Polycarp, 'Pastor' of Hermas, 
and the ' Apology ' of Aristides. 

The principal phrase upon which weight is laid by 
those who assign to the Gospel according to Peter, 

^ Zahn considers 6 Kvpios inauthentic in this place, but it stands in 
A G D, and many other codices, and it is adopted by the Bevisers of the 
N. T. 

^ Although this is not part of the Gospel, it is very ancient. 
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from this fragment, a later date than our canonical 
works, is the use of 17 Kvpiataj without rj/jLepa to desig- 
nate ' the Lord's day' — Sunday ; Dr. Swete caUs it ' the 
most decisive indication of the relatively late composi- 
tion of our fragment.' ^ After giving some instances of 
a similar expression, he states the case as foUows : 

The name was therefore familiar amongst Eastern Greek- 
speaking Christians from the end of the first century. But Peter 
not only uses it freely, but seems to be unconscious that he is guilty 
of an anachronism when he imports this exclusively Christian term 
into the Gospel history. 'H KvpiaKri has so completely supplanted 
y fxia riSjv ffai^fiariar^ that it is twice used to describe the first 
Easter Day, in a document which usually manifests precision in such 
matters.^ 

It is not quite clear what Dr. Swete means when he 
says that Peter ' uses it freely,' but it would indeed be 
singular if he seemed to be conscious that he was guilty 
of an anachronism in making use of this or any word^ 
The question, in fact, is whether it is an anachronism 
or not, and that it is so is very far from proved by any 
arguments yet brought forward. In the Apocalypse, 
i. 10, we have the use of the term ' the Lord's day ' (17 
KvpiaKfj riixepa), A.D. 68-69. In the 'Didache,' which Dr. 
Lightfoot assigns to the first or the beginning of the 
second century, we meet with Kvpiaicfi icvpiov ; and in 
the Ignatian Epistles, which those who believe in them 
date * in the early years of the second century,' there i& 
in one place ^ Kara Kvpundjp. So far from its being 
surprising that there should not be more authority for 
such an expression, however, it seems almost more 
remarkable that we should have any parallels at all, 
when we remember how few early writings are extant, 
and how few of these actually refer to the day thus 
designated. The Epistles, for this reason, may be set 
aside in a body, for they give no testimony either way, 

^ Zf.c. p. xliii. ^ L.c* pp. xliii, f, ^ Magn» ix. 
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with the exception of 1 Cor. xvi. 2, where Hhe first day 
-of the week' is referred to. The three Synoptics, 
following each other, and a common tradition, use 17 
jiia T(op (rafifidTO}p each once, and the fourth Gospel has 
the same phrase twice, and the Acts once; but this 
use of another expression does not — ^in the face of the 
use of Tj Kvpiaicj in this fragment, and of 17 KvpiaKrj 
^/jLepa in the Apocalypse — at all show that, at the same 
period, the latter phrase was not also current, though it 
may not have supplanted ' the first day of the week.' 
The fact that Melito of Sardis, ' about the middle of 
the second century,' wrote a treatise irepl Kvpiaio)^ 
^hows how general that expression had become ; and 
even Dr. Swete, as we have seen above, recognises 
that it was 'familiar amongst Eastern Greek-speaking 
•Christians from the end of the first century.' There 
is nothing whatever to warrant the conclusion that its 
use at the time when our Gospels were written would 
have been an anachronism, but the fact that a difierent 
expression happened to be used in a few writings. The 
author of the fragment employs the phrase twice only, 
and it is thoroughly consistent with his impressive style 
throughout the episode, that he should apply to the 
time when these astounding events are said to have 
taken place the appropriate term, already suggested by 
the author of the Apocalypse, of * the Lord's day,' 
instead of 'the first day of the week.' There is nothing 
more diflBcult, as is proved every day in our time, than 
to fix the precise date at which words or expressions 
first came into use, and especially — in the absence of 
voluminous literature opposing the presumption — the 
denial of antiquity to a work, on the ground of its 
employing an expression supposed only to have come 
into general use a few years later than its otherwise 
probable date, is both rash and unjustifiable. 
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We now come to the most important part of our 
examination of this fragment, whether in regard to its 
approximate date or to its intrinsic value as an early 
Christian document — its relation to our canonical 
Gospels. The fragment begins and ends with a broken 
sentence, but taking it as it stands, in comparison with 
the same episodes in our four canonical Gospels, it con- 
tains about a fourth more matter. It will be seen that 
it is very far from a Harmony of the four narratives, 
and still less an abridgment of their common tradition, 
but it has markedly the character of an independent 
history drawn from similar, but varying, sources. 

The fragment commences, ' but of the Jews no man 
washed his hands, neither Herod nor any of his judges; 
and as they were not minded to wash, Pilate rose.^ 
(2) And then Herod the King commandeth the Lord to 
be taken, saying unto them: "Whatsoever I com- 
manded that ye should do, that do unto him." ' It is 
clear from this that the tribunal before which it is 
represented that Jesus was taken for trial was quite 
different from that described in the canonical Gospels. 
Herod and other Jewish judges must, according to the 
writer, have sat along with Pilate, but the order given 
by * Herod the King ' ' to take the Lord ' evidently 
shows that he is represented as playing the leading 

' Cf. 'Ai/aoray fit dno tov fifi^iaros i^ffTti i^iKOtlv, Evang, Nicod, Pars 
1. A. ix. 8 ; Tischendorf, Evwng. Apocr, 1853, p. 229. 

UJSriV EHSITY .' 

V ^ OF . 
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part. Although the episode of the washing of the 
hands (of which so much more is made by the author 
of the first Synoptic, who alone of the canonical 
Evangelists refers to it) must have been introduced, we 
have no means of knowing how far the two accounts 
may have agreed. Both, at least in one shape or 
another, adopt a tradition so incredible as that repre- 
senting a Eoman governor coerced into condemning an 
innocent man, and helplessly going through such a 
ceremony for the purpose of clearing himself from 
responsibility for gross injustice. The third Synoptist 
is the only one of the canonical Evangelists who 
prominently brings forward the share of Herod in 
judging Jesus (xxiii. 6-15), and he is in curious agree- 
ment with the spirit of Peter's account when he repre- 
sents Pilate (xxiii. 6-7), on hearing that Jesus was a 
Galilean, recognising ' that he was of Herod's jurisdic- 
tion,' and sending him to Herod, * who himself also was 
at Jerusalem in these days.' The statement also (xxiii. 
12) that Herod and Pilate, having before been at 
enmity, became friends that day through this very act 
recognising Herod's jurisdiction, seems to point to a 
tradition coupling Herod with the trial, a form of which 
we have in the fragment. All the other Gospels are 
not only silent upon the point, but exclude his partici- 
pation in the matter. When, according to our fragment, 
' Pilate rose,' he seems to have passed out of all con- 
nection with the trial and condemnation of Jesus. 

At this point, Peter represents the request for the 
body of Jesus as having been made but, before con- 
sidering this part of his narrative, we must note the 
portions of the canonical account which he altogether 
omits. The first of these to which we must refer is the 
preference of Barabbas, which all of our four EvangeUsts 
carefuUy relate. Considering that his main object in 
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writing this Gospel, according to some critics, was 
animosity to the Jews and a desire to cast upon them 
the whole guilt and responsibility of the death of Jesus, 
it is very remarkable that he should altogether exclude 
this picturesque episode, and sacrifice so favourable an 
opportunity of throwing upon them the odium of crying 
*Not this man, but Barabbas.' There is strong pre- 
sumptive evidence here of his entire independence of our 
four Gospels, for it is not reasonable to suppose that, if 
he had them before him, he could deliberately have 
passed over such striking material. A further indication 
of the same kind is to be found in the fact that he 
apparently knows nothing of the appeals made by 
Pilate to the people in favour of Jesus, so furiously re- 
jected by them. It is distinctly a merit in the narrative 
of Peter that he does not, like the four Evangelists, give 
us the very extraordinary spectacle of a Eoman Governor 
and Judge feebly expostulating with a noisy Jewish mob 
in favour of an accused person brought for trial before 
him, whom he repeatedly declares to be innocent, and 
at last allowing himself to be coerced against his will 
into scourging and crucifying him. 

According to the four canonical Gospels,^ the request 
of Joseph for the body of Jesus is made after he has 
expired on the cross. In Matthew (xxvii. 57 f.) he is a 
rich man from Arimathaea named Joseph, who also him- 
self was a disciple of Jesus, and he goes to Pilate and 
asks for the body, which Pilate commands to be given 
to him. In Mark (xv. 43) Joseph of Arimathaea, a 
councillor of honourable estate, who also himself was 
looking for the kingdom of God, boldly goes in unto 
Pilate and asks for the body of Jesus. According to 
Matthew it. is ' When even was come ' that he goes to 

^ For the sake of brevity these Gospels will be called simply Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John. 

E 
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Pilate ; in Mark it is * When even was now come, because 
it was the Preparation, that is, the day before the 
Sabbath/ In Matthew, Pilate simply commands that 
the body should be given ; but in Mark it is further 
related (xv. 44): *And Pilate marvelled if he were 
already dead : and calling unto him the centurion, he 
asked him whether he had been any while dead. And 
when he learned it of the centurion he granted the 
corpse to Joseph/ In Luke (xxiii. 50 f.) : 'A man named 
Joseph, who was a councillor, a good man and a 
righteous (he had not consented to their counsel and 
deed), of Arimathaea, a city of the Jews, who was looking 
for the kingdom of God : this man went to Pilate and 
asked for the body of Jesus/ It is implied, but not 
said, that it was granted, and the time is mentioned 
further on {v, 54) : 'And it was the day of the Preparation, 
and the Sabbath drew on,' — ^which recalls Mark. In John 
(xix. 38): * After these things [the crurifragium and 
piercing of the side], Joseph of Arimathaea, being a 
disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, asked 
of Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus : 
and Pilate gave him leave.' In Peter, the request is 
made before Jesus is actually sent to be crucified, and 
the author is sometimes accused of perverting the 
narrative by introducing it at this time. It is impossible 
to see any object for so altering the sequence of events 
as given by the four canonical Gospels, on the sup- 
position that he knew them, and it will be seen that the 
time in Peter's narrative is in perfect accord with the 
version which he gives of the trial. * Pilate rose,' and 
it is to be inferred that he left the Praetorium. It is at 
this moment that Joseph seizes the opportunity of ask- 
ing for the body : 3. ' But there was there Joseph the 
friend of Pilate ^ and of the Lord, and knowing that they 

^ Hilgenfeld conjectures that this abrupt mention of Joseph indicates 
that he must ahready have been mentioned in the Gospel of Peter. Zeitschr. 
1893,11. Heft, pp. 244 f. 
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are about to crucify {a-TavpCa-Keiv) him, he came to 
Pilate and asked the body of the Lord for burial. 

4. And Pilate sent to Herod and asked for his body ; 

5. and Herod said : " Brother Pilate, even if no one had 
begged for him, we should have buried him, because 
the Sabbath is at hand, for it is written in the Law : The 
sun must not go down upon one put to death." ' It is 
to be noted that, whilst in the four canonical Gospels 
the request for the body is immediately followed by the 
entombment, in our fragment the request is made in 
anticipation, when a favourable moment for the request 
presented itself, and the actual reception of the body 
follows later, in its proper place. It is possible that the 
statement, in Luke (xxiii. 50-51), that Joseph was 'a 
councillor ' who had ' not consented to their counsel and 
deed,' which is here alone referred to, may indicate 
another tradition, of part of which Peter may have 
availed himself, and that it included his presence at the 
trial and consequently presented the opportunity of at 
once going to Pilate. That Pilate should send on the 
request to Herod is only in keeping with the repre- 
sentation that he had withdrawn from the trial, and 
would not himself further interfere in the matter. The 
mode of carrying on his narrative, by direct utterances 
put into the mouths of his personages, is particularly 
characteristic of the writer, and forms a remarkable 
feature of his style throughout. There is no sign of 
dependence upon the canonical Gospels in all this : but, 
on the contrary, the almost complete departure from 
their representations, in order and in substance, is only 
exphcable on the hypothesis of a separate, though 
analogous, tradition. 

If we look at the language, we find that critics 
point out one phrase which is common to the three 
Synoptics : ' He went in unto Pilate [and] asked for the 

E 2 
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body of Jesus ' {npoa-e\0a}v r^ ITctX.aTG) yrtjcraTo to 
(Tco/ia Tov *Irj(rovj^ Matthew and Luke ; eicrrjXOei/ npo^ 
Toi/ IleiXaTOP Kol yTTja-aro to crw/ia tov *Iiy(ro5, Mark). 
In Peter we have : ' He came to Pilate and asked for the 
body of the Lord ' {^kOei/ irpo^ tov neiKaTov /cat yTrjae 
TO (T&iia tov Kvpiov). It will be observed that the 
language of the three Synoptists is almost exactly 'the 
same, and although their interdependence throughout 
requires another explanation, which need not be 
entered into here, it is quite unreasonable to infer 
dependence on the part of Peter from similarity in 
these few words. It is the description of a perfectly 
simple action, in the most simple and natural lan- 
guage, and it is difficult to imagine what other 
words could be used without inflation. AU the rest of 
the episode differs in every respect of language, order 
and substantial detail. It is right to add, however, 
that no great weight is attached by anyone to the 
point. On the other hand, it may be pointed out that 
oTavpCa-Kew, in Peter, is a most uncommon word, not 
used in the New Testament at all, and that Ta(f>TJ only 
occurs once in the New Testament, in Matt, xxvii. 7. 
The fragment continues : 

And he delivered him to the people before the first day of the 
Unleavened bread of their feast (vp6 /iidg rutv aJ^vfAwv^ r^c koprfiQ 
avrCiy), 6, And taking the Lord they pushed him hurrying along, 
and said : * Let us drag along (o-u/oa /!£•') the Son of God as we have 
power over him.' 7. And they clad him with purple (irop(f>vpay aurov 
TrepiifiaWoi) and set him on a seat of judgment (Kadi^pav KpicretoQ), 
saying : ' Judge justly (hiKaiuig KpJve), King of Israel.* 8. And one of 
them brought a crown of thorns and set it upon the head of the 
Lord. 9. And others standing by spat in his eyes, and others smote 
him on the cheeks ; others pierced him with a reed, and some 
scourged him, saying : * With this honour honour we the Son of 
God.' 

^ Of. TrpoaeXBcau tc5 HiXdr^ rJTrjfraro to aS>fia rov'l»y(rov, Evo/ng , Nicod. 
Pars I. A. xi. 8 ; Tischendort, Evang, Ajpocr, 1853, p. 234. 
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Before proceeding to compare this passage with our 
Oospels, it may be well to determine who the mockers 
in this fragment really are. It is argued by Zahn ^ and 
others, that Herod, according to this representation, 
hands Jesus over to the Jews, and that the people, and 
not the soldiers, as in the Gospels, conduct the mockery 
which is here described. It cannot be denied that the 
words used are, ' he delivered him to the people ' 
{TrapSojKo/ avTov t£ XaoJ), but the question is, whether 
the meaning is that he actually delivered him into the 
hands of the mob, and that the subsequent mockery, 
scourging, crucifixion and parting of the garments 
were performed by the people, or that, in delivering 
Jesus to the people, the meaning is not rather that he 
gave him up to their demands that he should be cruci- 
fied, and that all the rest followed between soldiers and 
people, as in the other narratives. We cannot but 
affirm that this latter interpretation is the true one. 
In Luke (xxiii. 25) the form of words used exactly ex- 
presses this : ' but Jesus he delivered up to their will * 
{toi/ Sc *l7)(rovv TrapeScjKo^ t^ OehijiiaTL avrZv). But a 
still more close representation of the case occurs in 
the fourth Gospel, where we read (xix. 16 f.) : * Then, 
therefore, he delivered him unto them [the people and 
the chief priests] to be crucified. They took Jesus, 
therefore . . . unto the place caUed, &c. . . . where 
they crucified him.* It is only in verse 23 that the 
narrative goes back and explains : * The soldiers, there- 
fore, when they had crucified Jesus,' &c. In the frag- 
ment, moreover, there is an important indication in the 
portion previously quoted, where we read : 2. * And 
then Herod the King commandeth the Lord to be taken, 
saying unto them : " Whatsoever I commanded that ye 
should do, that do unto him." ' Who are indicated by 

* L.C. pp. 26 f. 
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the pronoun *them'?^ Doubtless the context would 
have explained this and probably made clear all that 
follows, for the orders given must have been regarding- 
the crucifixion, since in the following verse (3) it is said 
that Joseph, * knowing that they are about to crucify 
him,' came to Pilate. Nothing had previously been 
said, in this fragment, of crucifixion. It is not possible- 
to admit that the writer intends to represent that the 
people themselves carried out the crucifixion, or that 
the orders given by Herod were to the crowd. Herod,, 
in all probability, is represented as commanding his 
own soldiers, which would accord with the statement 
in the third Synoptic (xxiii. 11), that Herod ' with his^ 
soldiers set him at nought and mocked him,' and so on. 
The doubt only proceeds from indefinite statement ou 
the part of the writer, and preconceived ideas on the 
part of critics. 

It is evident, from the statement that Jesus was> 
deUvered for crucifixion 'before the first day of the 
Unleavened bread of their feast,' that the Gospel of 
Peter adopts the same chronology as the fourth Gospel, 
in contradiction to that of the three Synoptics, and 
represents Jesus as put to death on the 14th Nisan. 
His agreement with the fourth Gospel, however, is^ 
limited to the mere matter of date, for on all other 
points the author takes a widely different view. As 
Hilgenfeld points out, for him all the feasts prescribed 
by the Law are mere Jewish institutions, and he has. 
none of the Johannine (xix. 33 f.) views as to the death 
of Jesus representing the Paschal offering, nor does he 

^ Zahn, of course, argues that the commands of Herod can only have 
been given to the previously named Jews, the judges of Jesus, * and per- 
haps to their servants * {tmd etwa deren Diener), and he finds fault with 
Hamack for here bringing in 'soldiers' from the canonical Gospels, 
without warrant from the text. He declares them to be directly excluded 
by the leading tendency of the Gospel of Peter (Z.c. p. 27). This supposed^ 
' leading tendency,* of hatred of the Jews, is a good deal exaggerated. 
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associate with that the circumstances regarding the 
breaking of the limbs, and the thrust of the spear in his 
side, which he altogether omits.^ 

The author of the fragment is reproached with the 
looseness of his narrative of the mockery, on the suppo- 
sition that he represents the clothing in purple and the 
setting on the seat of judgment as occurring whilst Jesus 
is being dragged along by the Jews ; but this is not the 
case. The hurrying along commences the mockery in 
verse 6. Then in verse 7 begins another episode. 
They clothe Jesus in purple and set him on the judg- 
ment seat. Now, before going into the details of this 
mockery, it is necessary to consider how the narrative 
in general accords with the account in the four canoni- 
cal Gospels. In Peter, the whole of the mockery is 
represented as taking place after Jesus is delivered to 
be crucified. He is hustled along, clothed in purple 
and set upon a seat of judgment ; the crown of thorns 
is put upon his head, they spit in his eyes and smite 
him on the cheeks, pierce him with a reed and scourge 
him. In the Synoptics, especially, the ill-usage is as 
much as possible lengthened and intensified. In 
Matthew, the mockery begins when Jesus is in the 
house of Caiaphas (xxvi. 67 f.) : ' Then did they spit in 
his face and buffet him ; and some smote him with the 
palms of their hands, saying. Prophesy unto us, thou 
Christ: who is he that struck thee?' After Pilate 
causes Jesus to be scourged, and delivers him, the 
mockery begins afresh (xxvii. 27 ff.) : ' Then the soldiera 
of the governor took Jesus into the Palace and gathered 
unto him the whole band. And they stripped him, and 
put on him a scarlet robe. And they plaited a crown 
of thorns and put it upon his head, and a reed in his 
right hand; and they kneeled down before him and 

1 Zeitachr. 1898, ii. 248 f. 

f u:nivjl.rsitt 
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mocked him, saying, Hail, King of the Jews! And 
they spat upon him and took the reed and smote him 
on the head. And when they had mocked him they 
took ofT from him the robe and put on him his gar- 
ments, and led him away to crucify him.' In Mark, 
the mockery also begins in the house of the high priest 
(xiv. 65 ff.) : 'And some began to spit on him, and to 
cover his face and to buffet him, and to say unto him : 
Prophesy : and the officers received him with blows of 
their hands.' The mockery recommences after Jesus is 
scourged and delivered over to be crucified (xv. 16 ff.) : 
' And the soldiers led him away within the court, which 
is the Praetorium; and they call together the whole 
band. And they clothe him with purple, and plaiting 
a crown of thorns, they put it on him ; and they begin 
to salute him. Hail, King of the Jews! And they 
smote his head with a reed, and did spit upon him, and 
bowing their knees, worshipped him. And when they 
had mocked him, they took off from him the purple, 
and put on him his garments, and they led him out to 
crucify him.' Of course it is unnecessary to point out 
how these two accounts depend upon each other. The 
same representation is made in the third Synoptic 
(xxii. 66 ff. ) : ' And the men that held him mocked him and 
beat him. And they blindfolded him, and asked him, 
saying. Prophesy : who is he that struck thee ? And 
many other things spake they against him, reviling him.' 
This passes, as in the other Synoptics, in the house of the 
high priest, but the subsequent mocking does not take 
place after Pilate delivers Jesus to be crucified, but after 
he has been examined by Herod (xxiii. 11): 'And 
Herod with his soldiers set him at nought, and mocked 
him, and arraying him in gorgeous apparel sent him 
back to Pilate.' In the fourth Gospel there is only the 
one scene of mockery, and that is placed where Jesus 
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is scourged by the order of Pilate (xix. 2): 'And the 
soldiers plaited a crown of thorns and put it on his 
head, and arrayed him in a purple garment ; and they 
came unto him, and said : Hail, King of the Jews ! and 
they struck him with their hands/ In many respects 
this is the most incredible of the four narratives, for the 
scene is reported as taking place in the presence of 
Pilate and before his final condemnation of Jesus ; and 
in the very next verse (4) it is said : * And Pilate went 
out again, and saith unto them, Behold, I bring him out 
to you, that ye may know that I find no crime in him. 
Jesus therefore came out, wearing the crown of thorns 
and the purple garment. And Pilate saith unto them ; 
Behold the man!' Although this scene,' which has 
been the delight of artists ever since, is so picturesque, 
it is quite evident that it is opposed to all that we have 
in the Synoptics, as well as in our fragment, and that 
the representation of Pilate allowing his soldiers in his 
presence to act in such a w^ay, not to speak of the 
scourging, to a man accused before him, of whom he so 
strongly declares, 'I find no crime in him,' is quite 
inadmissible. The narrative in Peter is at variance 
with all these accounts, whilst reproducing a similar 
tradition, and not varying more from our Gospels than 
they do from each other. The variation, however, is 
not that of a writer compiling a narrative from the 
canonical Gospels, but the distinct representation of 
one independently making use of similar, but separate, 
materials. 

We have already discussed, in connection with 
Justin's reference, the passage of Peter in which it is 
said that ' they clad him with purple and set him on a 
seat of judgment, saying : Judge justly, King of Israel.* 
Of course it is argued by some that this is derived from 
the fourth Gospel, on the strength of the words just 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



58 THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO PETER 

quoted : iKaOicrav avrov eiri KaO^pav KpCaeo)^, which 
are compared with the iKaOiaep im firjiiaro^ of the 
fourth Gospel. It is said that Archbishop Whately 
used to render these words ' and set him on the judg- 
ment seat/ understanding the verb Kadt^eu/ to be used 
transitively, and thus stating that Pilate actually set 
Jesus in mockery upon a judgment seat. It is sug- 
gested that both Justin, as we have seen, and Peter may 
have misunderstood the passage, and based their state- 
ment upon it. Now, although it must be admitted that 
the Greek may be rendered in this way, yet it would 
be necessary to add avrov to justify such use of the verb. 
In connection with this argument they cite the words 
of Isaiah Iviii. 2, in the Septuagint version, referred to 
by Justin : ' For as the prophet said, they dragged him, 
and set him on the judgment seat, and said : Judge for 
us ! ' The Septuagint has : aireiTc /xc vw Kpia-iv 
hiKaiav . . . Xeyo^cs. It is asserted that the idea of 
setting Jesus on the judgment seat came from the 
passage of the fourth Gospel which is quoted above,, 
understood transitively. The representation that Pilate 
actually set Jesus on the judgment seat, if linguistically 
defensible, is rejected by most critics and, as has already 
been mentioned, amongst others by the Eevisers of the 
New Testament. The words used for ' seat of judg- 
ment' in the fragment, cVt KaOdSpav /cptcrecos, difier 
entirely from the inl ^Tj/xaTos of the fourth Gospel. 
The analogous ' Prophesy unto us, thou Christ : who is^ 
he that struck thee ? ' and the ' Hail, King of the Jews,' 
are, of course, widely different from the representation 
in Peter, in which the ' Judge justly ! ' is evidently in 
mockery of the Messianic claims of Jesus, and the ' King 
of Israel' a peculiarity of this Gospel to which we shall 
have to refer again further on. The statement that 
' others pierced him with a reed ' is also a variatiou 
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from the canonical Gospels, which only say, ' they took 
the reed and smote him on the head/ The fourth 
Gospel has alone the representation of the soldier 
piercing the side of Jesus with a spear * that the 
Scripture might be fulfilled. . . . They shall look on 
him whom they pierced,' but in our fragment the 
representation is made casually and without any 
appearance of dogmatic intention. The crown of 
thorns is used merely incidentally, as in the case of 
the Synoptics, and without the artistic prominence given 
to it in the fourth Gospel. 

There is no mention in Peter of any one bearing the 
cross, and in this there is a departure from the 
narrative both of the Synoptics and of the fourth 
Gospel. The Synoptics have in common, as usual, the 
story regarding its being laid on the shoulders of Simon 
of Cyrene (Matt, xxvii. 32 f , Mark xv. 21 f , Luke 
xxiii. 26 f), whom they compelled to carry it ta 
Calvary. The fourth Gospel not only omits this episode, 
but contradicts it in good set terms (xix. 17): 'They 
took Jesus, therefore; and he went out, bearing the 
cross for himself, unto the place called " The place of 
askuU."' 

Peter does not enter into any intermediate detail^ 
but at once says : 10. ' And they brought two male- 
factors and crucified between them the Lord ; but he 
kept silence, as feeling no pain.' The canonical Gospek 
all narrate the crucifixion of the two malefactors, but 
the various terms in which this is done must be given 
for comparison. Matthew says (xxvii. 38) : ' Then are 
there crucified with him two robbers, one on the right 
hand, and one on the left.' Mark uses almost the same 
words (xv. 27). Luke, with some exercise of his usual 
constructive style, says the same thing (xxiii. 32 f.) : 
* And there were also two others, malefactors, led with 
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him to be put to death. And when they came unto 
the place which is called "The skull," there they 
crucified him and the malefactors, one on the right hand 
and the other on the left.' The fourth Gospel reads 
(xix. 17 f.): 'They took Jesus therefore; and he went 
out, bearing the cross for himself, unto the place called 
" The place of a skull," which is called in Hebrew 
Golgotha: where they crucified him, and with him 
two others, on either side one, and Jesus in the midst.' 
The only remark necessary here is that in Peter the 
common tradition is given with independence and 
simplicity. 

It is only in the last words of the verse that we 
have an important variation. ' But he kept silence, as 
feeling no pain.' We have already referred to this as 
one of the recognised Docetic passages of the fragment, 
although there is no necessity to read it in this sense. 
Mr. Murray has pointed out a passage in Origen in 
which that writer " gives them an innocent ' (that is, 
not a Docetic) ' interpretation.' 

Et in his omnibus unigenita virtus nocita non eat, sicut nee passa 
est aliquid, facta pro nobis maledictum, cum naturaliter benedictio 
esset ; sed cum benedictio esset, consumpsit et solvit et dissipavit 
omnem maledictionem humanam. Orig. in Mat, 125.^ 

Although there is no exact parallel to this in our 
Gospels, it is worth a moment's notice that the silence 
of Jesus during the trial is mentioned as remarkable 
and as exciting wonder. We have not in our frag- 
ment, unfortunately, the earlier part of the trial, and 
cannot, therefore, see whether the words used have any 
reference to previous representations. In Matt, xxvii. 
12 f., it is said : ' And when he was accused by the chief 
priests and elders, he answered nothing. Then saith 

* Murray, Expositor, January 1893, pp. 65 f. 
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Pilate unto him, Hearest thou not how many things 
they witness against thee? And he gave him no 
answer, not even to one word: insomuch that the 
governor marvelled greatly.' An almost identical ac- 
count is given in Mark. In Luke it is to the question- 
ing of Herod that Jesus is silent (xxiii. 9): *And he 
[Herod] questioned him in many words ; but he answered 
him nothing.' In the fourth Gospel not only is nothing 
said of the silence of Jesus, but he is represented as 
answering freely — and in the tone of the discourses 
which characterise that Gospel — the questions of Pilate. 
Now, in the Synoptics, we have a silence described, 
which causes the governor to marvel greatly, that is 
not, however, when we go into detail, very marked 
in them, and is excluded by the fourth Gospel. 
Can a silence have been referred to, in the original 
tradition, which was connected with the trial, instead 
of the cross, because it began to receive a Docetic 
application, but which we have, in its earlier form, in 
Peter? 

In our fragment, the narrative continues : 11. ' And 
as they set up the cross they wrote thereon : " This is 
the King of Israel." ' We have here a continuation of 
the indefinite 'they,' which it becomes at every step 
more impossible to identify otherwise than with the 
soldiers. It is a most curious circumstance, frequently 
pointed out, that no two of the Gospels agree even in 
so plain a matter as should be the inscription on the 
cross, and that the Gospel of Peter differs from them 
all. Matthew gives it (xxvii. 37): 'This is Jesus, the 
King of the Jews ; ' Mark (xv. 26) : ' The King of the 
Jews;' Luke (xxiii. 38): 'This is the King of the 
Jews,' and John (xix. 19) : ' Jesus of Nazareth, the King 
of the Jews.' The author of the fourth Gospel adds 
the statement that this title ' was written in Hebrew, in 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



€2 THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO PETER 

Latin, and in Greek,' and further gives a conversation 
between the * chief priests of the Jews ' and Pilate, in 
which they complain of this superscription, and wish 
it to be put ' that he said, I am King of the Jews,' to 
which Pilate answered briefly, ' What I have written, I 
have written.' With so many forms to select from, is 
it reasonable to suppose that Peter would have in- 
vented another superscription, if these four Gospels had 
actually been before him ? ^ 

The author of the fragment continues : 12. ' And 
they laid the clothes before him and distributed them 
and cast lots (kax/J^ov e^aXov) for them.' In Matthew 
{xxvii. 35) it is said : ' And when they had crucified 
him, they parted his garments among them, casting 
lots ' ()8aXXoi/r€s Kkyfpov) ; in Mark (xv. 24) : * And they 
crucify him, and part his garments among them, casting 
lots {jSdXKovres Kkfjpbv) upon them, what each should 
take.' In Luke there is a similar statement (xxiii. 34) : 
' And parting his garments among them, they cast lots ' 
{efiaXov Kkrjpov), In the fourth Gospel, as usual, we 
have further details (xix. 23 f.) : ' The soldiers there- 
fore, when they had crucified Jesus, took his garments 
and made four parts, to every soldier a part ; and also 
the coat : now the coat was without seam, woven from 
the top throughout. They said therefore one to 
another. Let us not rend it, but cast lots {XdxcDiia/) for 
it, whose it shall be : that the scripture might be ful- 
filled, which saith. They parted my garments among 
them, and upon my vesture did they cast lots ' {efiaXov 
Kkrjpov). In discussing the connection of Justin with 
the Gospel of Peter, we have already partly dealt with 
this passage, and now confront it with all the four 

* Van Manen conjectures that the author got this * King of Israel ' from 
the independent use of some Hebrew or Aramaic source. Tijdschr. Juli 
1893, p. 408. 
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Gospels. It is obvious that the language of the three 
Synoptics is distinct from that of Peter, who uses the 
unusual word Xaxftos, not found in any of the Gospels. 
The fourth Gospel has the common verb Xay^ai/o), whilst 
the quotation from the Psalm (xxii. 18), from which 
the whole episode emanates, uses the expression com- 
mon to the three Synoptics, c)8aXov Kkyjpov. There is 
no reason for supposing that Peter makes use of our 
Gospels here, and in the absence of other evidence, the 
X.ax/i'O? is decisive proof of his independence. 

The author of our fragment, after the crucifixion, 
has none of the mocking speeches of the four Gospels, 
and he ignores the episode of the penitent thief, as it 
is told in the third Synoptic, but he relates, instead, 
how one of the malefactors rebuked the mockers : 
13. ' But one of these malefactors reproved them, 
saying : We have suffered this for the evil which we 
wrought, but this man who has become the saviour of 
men, what wrong hath he done you ? 14. And they 
were angry with him, and they commanded that his 
legs should not be broken, in order that he might die 
in torment.' 

It will be remembered that the episode of the 
penitent thief is given in Luke only, and that the other 
Gospels do not mention any utterance of the two 
malefactors said to have been crucified with Jesus. 
Luke's narrative reads (xxiii. 39 f.) : ' And one of the 
malefactors which were hanged railed on him, saying : 
Art not thou the Christ? Save thyself and us. But 
the other answered, and rebuking him said. Dost thou 
not even fear God, seeing thou art in the same condem- 
nation? And we indeed justly : for we receive the due 
reward of our deeds ; but this man hath done nothing 
amiss. And he said, Jesus, remember me when thou 
comest in thy kingdom. And he said unto him. Verily, 
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I say unto thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in Para- 
dise.' That all the other Gospels should have excluded 
an incident like this, supposing it to have really occurred, 
is very extraordinary, and the only conclusion to which 
we can come is either that it did not occur, or that 
they were ignorant of it. Peter has evidently got an 
earlier form of the story, without those much later 
touches with which the third Synoptist has embellished 
it. The malefactor rebukes the Jews and not his fellow, 
and if he display a piety which is not very natural 
under the circumstances, he is not in this more remark- 
able than his counterpart in the third Synoptic. That 
the author was not acquainted with the form in Luke, 
and is quite uninfluenced by it, seems to us manifest. 

This is rendered all the more apparent by the 
continuation in Peter, in which, instead of any reply 
from Jesus, or any ^ promise of Paradise, there is 
connected with the rebuke of the malefactor on the 
cross a view of the crurifragium which is quite foreign 
to the canonical Gospels. When the malefactor had 
spoken, instead of their being mollified, the fragment 
declares : ' And they were angry with him, and they 
commanded that his legs should not be broken, in order 
that he might die in torment.' Now, here, there is a 
point which demands examination. To whom does 
this sentence refer ? to Jesus or the malefactor ? It is 
at first sight, and apart from consideration of the style 
of the writer, a reference to the latter, but on closer 
examination it seems to us more probable that the 
writer intended it to apply to Jesus. In any case, it is 
a point in which so remarkable a version of the story 
is concerned that it cannot but be considered as very 
singular that most apologetic critics have passed it 
over without any notice whatever, and apparently 
treated the order not to break the legs as applying to 
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the malefactor and not to Jesus.^ In the first edition 
of his article on the fragment, Harnack took the view 
that more probably the malefactor was indicated here, 
but in his second edition he withdraws this, and adopts 
the conclusion that the reference of avr^ to Jesus 
* appears more acceptable, both on account of John xix. 
32 f., and also on account of the context.' ^ Zahn con- 
siders the whole episode in Peter as a caricature of the 
Gospel tradition, through the author's hatred of the 
Jews, and refers only indirectly to the version of the 
crurifragium as drawn by the caricaturist from the 
^ Motive ' of the fourth Evangelist, but does not further 
go into the matter than to say, with mysterious reti- 
cence : ' Whoever is of another opinion should keep it 
to himself ' ! ^ Hilgenfeld, who considers the whole 
passage as quite independent of our Gospels, regrets 
Harnack's change of view, and applies the avr^ to the 
malefactor ; * but many able critics, with equal decision, 
understand it as a reference to Jesus,^ and Harnack 
himself, of course, sees that, even adopting his later 
view, there is a clear contradiction in the account in 
Peter to the representation of the fourth Gospel. To 
independent criticism, the result is a matter of in- 
difference, and we shall merely state the reasons which 
seem to favour the view that the passage was intended 
to apply to Jesus, and then present the consequence if 
it be referred to the malefactor. 

Throughout the whole of the fragment, the sustained 
purpose of the author is to present Jesus in the strongest 

^ So, for instance, Swete, J. Rendel Harris, Robinson, and others. 
Others distinctly identify the avroJ with the malefactor : as, for instance, 
Kunze, Ix, p. 22 ; Von Schubert, l,c, pp. 28 f. ; cf. Lods, Ix, p. 21. 

* Lx. p. 26. 

* * Wer anderer Meinnng ist, sollte sie fiir sich behalten * {lx, p. 56). 

* Zeitachr. 1893, u. 254. 

^ Van Manen, Theol Tijdaclvrift, 4de Stuk, 1893, pp. 408 f. ; Marti- 
neau, Nvneteenth Centn/ry, June 1893, p. 911. 

F 
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light, and subordinate everythi% to the representation 
of his sufferings and resurrection. At the part we are 
considering, the narrative is of the closest and most 
condensed character : the crucifixion between the two 
malefactors ; the silence as feeling no pain ; the super- 
scription on the cross, and the parting of the garments, 
are all told without wasting a word. The reproach of 
the malefactor, apparently addressed to those who are 
parting the garments, is more intended to increase our 
sympathy for Jesus than to excite it for the speaker, 
and it is certainly not the writer's purpose to divert our 
attention from the sufferings of Jesus by presenting 
those of the generous malefactor. Eather it is to show 
that the more the high character and mission of Jesus 
are set forth, the more bitter becomes the animosity and 
hatred of the Jews ; so that, to the remonstrance of the 
malefactor, they reply by increasing the sufferings of 
Jesus. In short, the sense of the passage seems to be 
* And they, being angered at what was said, commanded 
that the legs of Jesus should not be broken, that he 
might die in torment.' However, let us take the 
view that the command was given that the malefactor's 
legs should not be broken, that he might die in torment. 
It clearly follows that, if he was to be made to suffer 
more by not having his legs broken, the legs of the 
other two must on the contrary have been broken. 
The command not to break his legs necessarily implies 
that otherwise the legs of all would have been so 
broken. There is really no escape from this inference. 
Now the crurifragium is here represented as an act of 
mercy and to hasten death, but in the immediate con- 
text we are told that they were troubled and anxious 
lest the sun should have set whilst Jesus still lived. No 
anxiety of this kind is felt lest the malefactors should 
still be alive, and why ? Because if an exception to 
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TDreaking the legs had been made in one case, and that 
-exception had been Jesus, the malefactors would be 
supposed to be already dead. If, on the contrary, the 
legs of Jesus had been broken, they would not have 
feared his being ahve, but rather the malefactor whose 
legs had not been broken. Jesus having been left to 
linger in torment is still alive, and the potion of vinegar 
And gall is given to him to produce death, and not to 
the malefactor. The whole context, therefore, shows 
that no means such as the a^rifragium had been used 
writh Jesus to hasten death, and that the potion was at 
last given for the purpose. If, on the other hand, the 
legs of Jesus were actually broken, and not those of the 
malefactor, a most complete contradiction of the 
account in the fourth Gospel is given, and of the 
Scripture which is said in it to have been fulfilled. 

Let us now see how the account in Peter compares 
with that in the fourth Gospel, on the hypothesis that 
the writer intended to represent that, in order to 
lengthen his sufferings, the legs of Jesus were not broken. 
It would follow that the crurifragium was applied 
to the two malefactors, and that Jesus was left to a hn- 
gering death by the cruel animosity of his executioners. 
It wiU, of course, be remembered that the fourth Gospel 
is the only one which recounts the crurifragium. In 
this narrative it is not represented as an act of mercy 
to shorten the sufferings of the crucified. It is said 
{xix. 31 f.) : ' The Jews therefore, because it was the 
Preparation, that the bodies should not remain on the 
•cross upon the Sabbath (for the day of that Sabbath 
was a high day), asked of Pilate that their legs might be 
l)roken, and that they might be taken away. The 
soldiers therefore came, and brake the legs of the first, 
and of the other which was crucified with him ; but when 
they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, 

F 2 
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they brake not his legs . . . that the Scripture might 
be fulfilled, A bone of him shall not be broken/ The 
object of the author in relating this is obviously dogmatic,, 
and to show the fulfilment of Scripture, but the way in 
which he brings the matter about is awkward, to say the 
least of it, and not so natural as that adopted by Peter. 
The soldiers brake the legs ' of the first,' — and by this 
description they imply that they begin at one end — and 
proceed to the second, who would be Jesus ; but not 
so, for having broken the legs ' of the first, and of the 
other,' they come to Jesus, whom they must have passed 
over. Is this passing over of Jesus in the first instance 
a slight indication of a tradition similar to that which 
has been reproduced in Peter ? However this may be, 
it is quite clear that, while the fourth Gospel deals with 
the episode purely from a dogmatic point of view, this 
is completely absent from Peter, who even leaves it in 
doubt, and as a problem for critics, whether the legs of 
Jesus were broken or not, and evidently does not give 
a thought to the Johannine representation of Jesus as 
the Paschal lamb. Whichever way the passage in 
Peter is construed, the entire independence of the writer 
from the influence of the fourth Gospel seems to be 
certain. 

The fragment proceeds : 

15. Now it was mid-day, and a darkness covered all Judaea, and 
they were troubled and anxious lest the sun should have set whilst 
he still lived, for it is written for them : * The sun must not go down 
upon one put to death.' 16. And one of them said : *Give him to 
drink gall with vinegar ; ' and having mixed, they gave him to drink. 
17. And they fulfilled all things, and completed their sins upon their 
own head. 18. Now many went about with lights, thinking that it 
was night, and some fell.^ 

^ In the apocryphal work called Anaphora Pilati, an account of the 
crucifixion supposed to be sent by Pilate to the Emperor Tiberius, Pilate 
is represented as describing the darkness which comes over the whole 
earth, and saying that the Emperor could not be ignorant * that in all the 
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The three Synoptics have an account of this darkness 
in words which nearly repeat each other. Matthew 
xxvii. 45 : ' Now from the sixth hour there was dark- 
ness over all the earth (ctti iraaav Trjv yrjv) until the 
ninth hour.' Mark (xv. 33) : * And when the sixth hour 
was come, there was darkness over the whole earth {i<f> 
okrjp rqv yrjv) until the ninth hour.' In Luke (xxiii. 44 f . ) 
other details are, as usual, added : ' And it was now 
about the sixth hour, and a darkness came over the 
whole earth {i(f> okrjv Tr/v yrjv) until the ninth hour, the 
sun failing [or rather * being eclipsed,' rov 'qkiov 
-iKkeiirovTos;]} It is a very extraordinary circumstance 
that, whether a miraculous eclipse or not, whether this 
darkness came over the whole land or the whole earth, 
the fourth Gospel has either not believed in it, or 
thought it unworthy of mention, for no reference to 
the astonishing phenomenon is found in it. Peter, in a 

world they lighted lamps from the sixth hour nntil evening * (ort cV navri 
r^ K6a'ti(o ^yl^av \v)(vovs diro ckttis &pas e<Dg o^iaf). Anajahora Pilati, B. 7 ; 
Tischendorf, Evcmg. Apocr, 1863, p. 423. 

* With regard to this addition of Luke, we may refer to a very 
interesting letter of Dr. Abbott's in the Spectator of October 21, 1893, 
from which we take the liberty of extracting the following passage : * In 
Luke (xxiii. 45) the correct reading is tov rjXlov eKKemovros, of which the 
natural interpretation is, the sun being ecUpaed. Now, as it was well 
known that an eclipse could only happen at new moon, and as Passover 
was at full moon, this would involve a portentous miracle. The proba- 
bility is that Luke, who was by no means afraid of miracles, meant a 
miracle here. Not content with saying (with the Synoptics) " darkness 
came over all the land,'' he adds, in order to show that the darkness was 
miraculous, " the sun being eclipsed" But is this eclipse " an invention of 
a conscious or unconscious romancer " ? An examination of the parallel 
passages in Mark and Matthew will show that it is not. There we find 
that Jesus uttered a cry to God as abandoning Him. These words caused 
difficulty from the first. The words " my God " were rendered by some 
{e,g, the Gospel of Peter) **my Power; " by the fourth Gospel the words 
were omitted ; our oldest manuscripts exhibit many variations : ^Xi, rjKei, 
(Xq>i ; the very bystanders are said to have interpreted the words as 
referring to Elias failing to help. Now " Eliasfmli/ng to help " might be, 
in Greek, rjXeiov cKXeiirovros, or quite as often ^Xiov eKKtmovTos, i.e. the sun 
hevng eclipsed. It seems extremely probable, then, that Luke is not here 
■** inventing " a miracle, but suggesting, or adopting, an edifying and miracu- 
lous interpretation of what seemed to him a non-edifying tradition' 
<pp. 546 f.). 
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manner quite different from the Synoptics, and in fuller 
detail, describes this darkness and its effect upon the 
people. For the second time, he refers to a portion of 
the Jewish law, interpreted from Deut. xxi. 23, to 
illustrate the anxiety which the supposed going down 
of the sun had excited. This expression does not 
favour any theorj^ of his being acquainted with the 
third Synoptic. 

The most important part of the passage is that in 
V. 16 : 'And one of them said: "Give him to drink 
gall with vinegar ; " and having mixed they gave him 
to drink.' This proceeding is represented as the result 
of their anxiety at the sun going down whilst Jesus 
still lived, and the gall and vinegar are regarded as a 
potion to hasten death. This view is foreign to all of 
our Gospels. In Matthew xxvii. 48, when Jesus gives 
the loud cry, ' My God, my God,' &c., we read : * And 
straightway one of them ran and took a sponge and 
filled it with vinegar, and put it on a reed, and gave 
him to drink. And the rest said. Let be ; let us see 
whether Elijah cometh to save him.' In Mark (xv. 
36) the representation is almost the same. In both of 
these cases death follows almost immediately. In Luke 
(xxiii. 36) a very different representation is made* 
There is no such cry connected with it, but it is simply 
said : 'And the soldiers also mocked him, coming to him, 
offering him vinegar, and saying. If thou art the King 
of the Jews, save thyself.' In John the episode has quite 
another, and purely dogmatic, tendency (xix. 28 ff.). It 
commences immediately after the episode of the mother 
and the beloved disciple, and without any previous 
cry : ' After this Jesus, knowing that all things are 
now finished, that the Scripture might be accomplished, 
saith, I thirst. There was set there a vessel full of 
vinegar ; so they put a sponge full of vinegar upon 
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hyssop, and brought it to his mouth. When Jesus 
therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is 
finished ; and he bowed his head and gave up his 
spirit.' Of course the Scripture which is represented 
as being thus fulfilled is Psalm Ixix. 21 : * . . . and in 
my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.' In all of 
these Gospels, the potion is simply vinegar, and being 
evidently associated with this Psalm, it is in no way 
connected with any baleful intention. The Psalm, how- 
ever, commences : *They gave me also gaU for my meat,' 
and in connection with the combination of gall with 
vinegar in Peter, as a potion to hasten death, it may be 
mentioned that the word which is in the Psalm translated 
*gaU' may equally well be rendered * poison' — as, 
indeed, is also the case with the Latin */(?/.' Peter, by 
what is said in v, 17 — ' And they fulfilled all things, 
and completed their sins upon their own head' — is 
more anxious to show that the Jews had put the 
final touch to their cruel work, in thus completing the 
death of Jesus, than to refer to the mere fulfilment 
of the Psalm. The only Gospel which mentions gall is 
the first Synoptic, in which it is said (xxvii. 34) that 
when they had brought Jesus to Golgotha before the 
crucifixion, ' They gave him wine to drink mingled with 
gall ; and when he had tasted it, he would not drink.' 
This is a very different representation from that of 
Peter, and the potion was obviously that often offered 
to persons about to suffer, in order to dull sensation. 
The passage might almost be represented as Docetic, 
from the writer's intention to show that Jesus refused 
to adopt a usual method of diminishing pain. There 
does not seem to be any warrant for supposing that the 
author of the fragment derived the passage we are 
examining from our Gospels, from which it is in all 
essential points distinct. 
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The narrative of the fragment continues, v. 19 : 
* And the Lord cried aloud, saying, "Power, my Power, 
thou hast forsaken me!" (17 8wa/x,ts fiov, 17 Svi/a/Lii9, 
KarcXct^as /x,c), and having spoken, he was taken up 
{av€kij<f>0riy In this passage there is a very marked 
departure from the tradition followed by our four 
Gospels. Before considering the actual words of the 
cry recorded here, it may be desirable to form a general 
idea of the representations of the Synoptists and of the 
author of the fourth Gospel regarding the words 
spoken from the cross. 

It might naturally have been supposed that, in 
describing the course of so solemn an event as the 
crucifixion, unusual care, securing unusual agreement, 
would have been exercised by Christian writers, and 
that the main facts — and still more the last words— of 
the great Master would have been collected. As we 
have already seen, however, in no portion of the history 
is there greater discrepancy in the accounts in the four 
Gospels, nor greater contradictions upon every point. 

The same is the case with regard to what has still to 
be examined, and notably in the words and cries from the 
cross. In the first two Synoptics, with the exception of 
the inarticulate cry * with a loud voice ' (Matt, xxvii. 
50, Mark xv. 37) when yielding up his spirit, the only 
utterance recorded is one resembling that in Peter (Matt, 
xxvii. 46, Mark xv. 34) : * Eloi, Eloi. lama sabachthani ? 
that is, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? ' ^ 
(iJXcot lyXoDt Xa/xa crajSaj^^avct; tovt^ iaTiv • Oed iiov^ 0ee iiovj 
Iva TL fjL€ iyKaTiKnres ;). It will be observed that here 
there is a demonstration of great accuracy, in actually 
giving the original words used and translating them, 
which is uncommon in the Gospels. It is all the more 
extraordinary that neither of the other Gospels gives this 

* Or * Why didst thou forsake me ? * 
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cry at all, but that they represent Jesus as uttering quite 
different words. The third Synoptist represents Jesus 
immediately after the crucifixion as saying (Luke xxiii. 
34) : * Father, forgive them ; for they know not what they 
-do.' The other evangelists do not evince any knowledge 
of this, and as little of the episode of the penitent thief 
{xxiii. 39 ff.) — which we have already considered — in 
which Jesus uses the remarkable words {v. 43) : ' Verily 
I say unto thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in 
Paradise.' In Luke, further, the inarticulate cry is 
interpreted (xxiii. 46): 'And when Jesus had cried 
with a loud voice, he said. Father, into thy hands I 
<3ommend my spirit ; and having said this, he gave up 
the ghost.' Of this the other Synoptists do not say any- 
thing. The author of the fourth Gospel has quite a 
different account to give from any of the Synoptists. He 
seems to be ignorant of the words which they report, 
and substitutes others of which they seem to know 
nothing. The episode of the penitent thief is replaced 
by the scene between Jesus and his mother and the 
disciple 'whom he loved' (xix. 25 ff,). Not only 
is this touching episode apparently unknown to the 
Synoptists, but the proximity of the women to the cross 
is in direct contradiction to what we find in Matthew 
and Mark, for in the former (xxvii. 55 f.) it is said that 
many women, * among whom was Mary Magdalene, and 
Mary the mother of James and Joses, and the mother 
of the sons of Zebedee ' were ' beholding afar off; ' and 
the latter (xv. 40 f.) reports: 'And there were also 
women beholding from afar : among whom were both 
Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James the less 
and of Joses, and Salome.' In the fourth Gospel (xix. 28), 
Jesus is moreover reported to have said * I thirst,' in 
order ' that the Scripture might be accomplished ' — a 
fact which is not recorded in any of the Synoptics — 
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and having received vinegar upon hyssop, *he said. 
It is finished, and he bowed his head and gave up his 
spirit.' The last words of Jesus, therefore, according 
to the fourth Gospel, are different from any found in 
the three Synoptics. The Gospel of Peter differs as- 
completely from the four canonical Gospels as they do 
from each other, and the whole account of the agony 
on the cross given in it is quite independent of them. 

The only words recorded by Peter as uttered on the 
cross are those quoted higher up : ' Power, my Power^ 
thou hast forsaken me,' the second * my ' being omitted, 
and the question of the two Synoptics, * Why hast thou 
forsaken me ? ' being changed into a declaration by the 
omission of Iva rC (or €ts rt, Mark). We have already 
discussed the Docetic nature of this cry, and are now 
only considering it in relation to our Gospels. It is 
obvious that the substitution of * Power, my Power ' for 

* My God, my God ' introduces quite a different order of 
ideas, especially followed as it is by the remarkable state- 
ment : ^He was taken up.' Eusebius tells us that Aquila 
rendered the words of Psalm xxii. 1 — whence the first 
two Synoptists take their cry — as i(rxvpe fiov, icrxvpi 
fiov (' My strong one, my strong one '), but that the 
more exact sense was Itrxys /x.ov, i(rxys /lov (*My strength, 
my strength ') ; ^ but though this is interesting as in 
some degree connecting the cry with the Psalm, it does 
not lessen the discrepancy between Peter and the 
Gospels, or in the least degree favour the theory of 
acquaintance with them. 

The expression used to describe what follows this 
cry completes the wide separation between them : 

* And having spoken, he was taken up' {av€krq(f>6rj). In 
the first Synoptic, after his cry (xxvii. 50), * he yielded 
up the spirit ' {dtfyfJKei/ to Tircv/ia), whilst the second 

* Dem. Ev. x. 8, p. 494. 
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and third say (Mark xv. 37, Luke xxiii. 46), 'he 
gave up the ghost ' {i^em/eva-o/), and the fourth Gospel 
reads (xix. 30), * he delivered up the spirit ' {irapeBcuKev 
TO Tn/ev/jLo). The representation in Peter is understood 
to be that the divine descended upon the human Christ 
in the form of the dove at baptism, and immediately 
ascended to Heaven again at his death. There is not 
here, however, any declaration of a double Christ, or 
any denial of the reality of the Christ's body, such as 
characterised the later Docetae ; indeed, the fact that 
the dead body is stiU always spoken of as that of Hhe 
Lord' seems distinctly to exclude this, as does the whole 
subsequent narrative. Whatever Docetism there may be 
in this fragment is of the earliest type, if indeed its 
doctrines can be clearly traced at all ; but undoubtedly 
when the sect had become pronounced heretics, ortho- 
dox Christians detected their subtle influence in much 
that was in itself very simple and harmless. 

The fragment continues {v. 20) : ' And the same hour 
the veil of the Temple of Jerusalem was torn in twain ' 
{Siepdyri to KaTaireraaiia tov paov rfjs ^I^povaaXrui €t9 
Svo). This expression the * temple of Jerusalem ' is one 
of those which seem to indicate that the Gospel was 
written away from Palestine, but in this it probably 
differs little from most of the canonical Gospels. The 
statement regarding the veil of the temple is almost 
the same in the first two Synoptics (Matt, xxvii. 51, 
Mark xv. 38). ' And behold, the veil of the temple was 
rent in twain from the top to the bottom ' {to KaTaTreTaxr/ia 
TOV vaov icrxia-ffri an avcjffep cois Karo> €t5 Svo). Li Luke 
(xxiii. 45) the rent is * in the midst ' {iiiaov), but other- 
wise the words are the same. The use of Siepdyri instead 
of the i(rxL(r0ri of the three Synoptics is characteristic. 
The fourth Gospel, strange to say, does not record at 
all this extraordinary phenomenon of the rending in 
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twain of the veil of the temple. There axe some 
further peculiarities which must be pointed out. The 
third Synoptist sets the rending of the veil before Jesus 
<5ried with a loud voice and gave up the ghost ; whilst 
in Matthew and Mark it is after the cry and giving up 
the spirit. Moreover, in Matthew, it is associated with 
an earthquake, and the rending of the rocks and open- 
ing of tombs, and the astounding circumstance that 
many bodies of the saints that had fallen asleep were 
raised, and coming forth out of the tombs after his 
resurrection they entered into the holy city, and ap- 
peared unto many : of aU of which the other three 
Oospels make no mention, nor does Peter in this con- 
nection. 

The narrative in the fragment continues : 

21. And then they took out the nails from the hands of the 
Lord, and laid him upon the earth ; and the whole earth quaked, 
and greab fear came [upon them]. 22. Then the sun shone out, and 
it was found to be the ninth hour. 23. Now the Jews were glad 
and gave his body to Joseph, that he might bury it, for he had 
beheld the good works that he did.^ 24. And he took the Lord and 
washed him, and wrapped him in linen, and brought him into his 
own grave, called * Joseph's Garden.' 

This passage is fuU of independent peculiarities. 
Although none of the canonical Gospels, except 
Matthew, says anything of an earthquake, and the 
first Synopist associates it with the moment when Jesus 
^ gave up the ghost,' Peter narrates that when the body 
of the Lord was unloosed from the cross, the moment 
it was laid on the ground the whole earth quaked 
beneath the awful burden: a representation almost 
grander than anything in the four Gospels. 

The canonical Gospels do not speak of the nails being 

' It is suggested that these words must be taken as sarcasm on the 
part of those who give the body to Joseph. 
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taken out, and although Peter states that they were 
removed from the hands, he does not refer to the feet. 
The fourth is the only canonical Gospel that speaks of 
the nails at all, and there it is not in connection with 
the crucifixion, but the subsequent appearance to the 
disciples and the incredulity of Thomas (xx. 20, 25, 27). 
Here also, only the marks in the hands are referred to. 
The difference of the two representations is so great that 
there can really be no question of dependence, and those 
who are so eager to claim the use of the fourth Gospel 
simply because it is the only one that speaks of ' nails ^ 
('the print of the nails') might perhaps consider that 
the idea of crucifixion and the cross might well be 
independently associated with a reference to the nails 
by which the victim was generally attached. In the 
third Synoptic (xxiv. 39), the inference is inevitable 
that both hands and feet were supposed to be nailed. 
When the report, ' The Lord is risen,' is brought to the 
eleven, Jesus is represented as standing in their midst 
and assuring them that he was not a spirit, by saying : 
' See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself — mean- 
ing of course the prints of the nails in both. The 
statement in Peter that on the occurrence of the earth- 
quake ' great fear came [upon them] ' (</>dj8os /leya? 
iyevero) is not even mentioned in Matthew when he 
narrates the earthquake, which he represents as 
occurring when Jesus expired. The expression is 
characteristic of the author, who uses it elsewhere. 

The representation that the sun shone out and that 
the Jews were glad when they found it was the ninth 
hour, and that consequently their law, twice quoted by 
the author, would not be broken, is limited to the frag- 
ment ; as is also the statement that they gave his body 
to Joseph that he might bury it, ' for he had beheld 
the good works that he did.' As we have already seen. 
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the canonical Gospels represent Joseph as going to 
Pilate at this time and begging for the body of Jesus, 
and it will be remembered that, in Mark (xv. 44), it is 
said that * Pilate marvelled if he were already dead,' 
and called the centurion to ascertain the fact before he 
granted the body. In Peter, the body was of course 
given in consequence of the previous order, when Pilate 
asked Herod for it. 

Joseph is represented, here, as only washing the 
body and wrapping it in linen (Xa^Soii/ Sc top Kvpiov 
•eXova-e Koi eTkyja-e (tivSovl). The first Synoptist (xxvii. 
69) says that Joseph took the body and 'wrapped 
it in a clean linen cloth ' {ivervki^€v avTo [bi] aivZovi 
KaOap^). Mark similarly describes that (xv. 46), bring- 
ing *a hnen cloth and taking him down, he wound 
him in the linen cloth' (/ca^cXoii/ avrov ei/eCkria-G^ 
ry (tlpSopi). The third Synoptist has nearly the same 
statement and words. The fourth Gospel has a much 
more elaborate account to give (xix. 38 ff.). Joseph 
goes to Pilate asking that he may take away the body, 
and Pilate gives him leave. He comes and takes away 
the body. *And there came also Nicodemus . . . 
bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred 
pound weight. So they took the body of Jesus and 
bound it in linen clothes (/cat cSiycrai/ ovto oOopCols) with 
the spices, as the custom of the Jews is to bury.' This 
account is quite different from that in the Synoptics, 
and equally so from Peter's, which approximates much 
more nearly to that in the latter. 

Peter says that Joseph then ' brought him into his 
own grave, called " Joseph's Garden " ' {elai^yaya/ eh 
i8iov Td(l)ov KoKoviievov Rrjirov ^Icoanjif)), The account of 
the tomb is much more minute in the canonical Gospels. 
In Matthew (xxvii. 60), Joseph is said to lay the body 
^ in his own new tomb (/Liny/ictp), which he had hewn out 
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in the rock ; and he rolled a great stone to the door of 
the tomb (/xi/i^ftciov) and departed.* In Mark (xv. 46), 
he lays him * in a tomb (/xi/r/ftari) which had been hewn 
out of a rock ; and he rolled a stone against the door 
of the tomb' (/Lti/iy/xetov). Luke has a new detail to 
chronicle (xxiii. 53): Joseph lays him ^in a tomb 
{fiT/TJliaTL) that was hewn in stone, where never man 
had yet lain.' The first two Synopists, it will be ob- 
served, say that Joseph rolls a stone against the 
entrance to the tomb : but neither Luke nor Peter has 
this detail, though the former leaves it to be inferred 
that it had been done, for (xxiv. 2) the women who 
came on the first day of the week find the stone rolled 
away from the tomb. In Peter, on the contrary, the 
stone is rolled against the tomb by the guard and 
others later, as we shall presently see. 

In the fourth Gospel, the account has further and 
different details, agreeing, however, with the peculiar 
statement of Luke (xix. 41 f ) : ^ Now in the place where 
he was crucified there was a garden (/c^ttos), and in the 
garden a new tomb {iivTjfieiov) wherein was never man yet 
laid. There then, because of the Jews' Preparation (for 
the tomb [fivriiieiop] was nigh at hand), they laid Jesus.' 
Some stress has been laid upon the point that both Peter 
and the fourth Gospel use the word ' garden,' and that 
none of the Synoptics have it, and as these critics seem 
to go upon the principle that any statement in Peter 
which happens to be in any canonical Gospel, even 
although widely different in treatment, must have been 
derived from that Gospel, and not from any similar 
written or traditional source, from which that Gospel 
derived it, they argue that this shows dependence on 
the fourth Gospel. There is certainly no evidence of 
dependence here. In Peter, the grave (ra^o?) is simply 
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said to be called * Joseph's Garden' {Ktjttov 'Iwcny^),' 
and described as ' his own grave.' The fourth Gospel 
does not identify the garden as Joseph's at all, but says 
that * in the place where he was crucified there was a 
garden,' and in it 'a tomb ' {tivrfiieiov), and the reason 
given for taking the body thither is not that it belonged 
to Joseph, but that the tomb 'was nigh at hand,* 
and that on account of the Jews' Preparation they laid 
it there. The whole explanation seems to exclude the 
idea that the writer knew that it belonged to Joseph. 
Peter simply contributes a new detail to the common 
tradition. There is no appearance of his deriving this 
from our canonical Gospels, from which he differs in 
substance and in language. Neither Peter nor the Syn- 
optics know anything of the co-operation of Nicodemus. 
The narrative in the fragment continues : 

25. Then the Jews and the elders and the priests, seeing the 
evil they had done to themselves, began to beat their breasts (^/ofairo 
KoirretrOai) and to say : * Woe for our sins ; judgment draweth nigh 
and the end of Jerusalem.' 

We have already discussed this passage in connection 
with the *Diatessaron/ and have now only to consider it 
as compared with our Gospels. There is no equivalent 
in any of them, except that the third Synoptist (xxiii. 48) 
says that when Jesus gave up the ghost: *A11 the 
multitude that came together to this sight, when they 
beheld the things that were done, returned smiting 
their breasts (tvtttowcs tol an^Ori weo-T/oc^oi').' The 
reason for this change of mood is, of course, the eclipse 
and consequent darkness in the third Synoptic, and the 
earthquake and darkness in Peter ; but in the former 
* all the multitude ' smite their breasts, and in the latter 

^ Hamack suggests that perhaps in the author's time Joseph's garden 
was a known locaJity {I.e. p. 28). 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE MULTITUDE SMITE THEIR BREASTS 81 

* the Jews and the elders and the priests/ It may be 
suggested whether the words inserted in the ancient 
Latin Codex of St. Germain, ' Vae nobis, quae facta 
sunt hodie propter peccata nostra, appropinquavit enim 
desolatio Hierusalem,'^ may not have been taken from 
our Gospel of Peter, for an expansion of the original text 
of the third Synoptic, by the author of this version. 

The common reference of the fragment is to ^ the 
Jews,' ' the Jews and the elders and the priests,' ' the 
scribes and Pharisees and elders,' and ' the elders and 
scribes.' Throughout the same part of the narrative in 
Matthew, we have ' the scribes and elders,' * chief priests 
and elders of the people ' (this, most frequently), ' chief 
priests with the scribes and elders,' and in speaking of 
the guard at the sepulchre, * the chief priests and the 
Pharisees.' In Mark, the same leaders are named, 
whilst in Luke we have ' the chief priests and captains 
of the Temple and elders,' * the elders of the people and 
both the chief priests and scribes,' and, repeatedly, 
the 'chief priests and rulers.' The fourth Gospel 
usually cites ' the chief priests and Pharisees,' ' cWef 
captains and oflBicers of the Jews,' ' the Jews,' and ' the 
chief priests of the Jews.' There is more analogy, in 
this respect, between the fragment and the fourth 
Gospel than between it and the Synoptics. 

We come now to an important and characteristic 
part of the fragment: 

26. And I, with my companions, was mourning, and being 
pierced in spirit we hid ourselves ; for we were sought for by them 
as malefactors, and as desiring to bum the temple. 27. Over all 
these things, however, we were fasting, and sat mourning and 
weeping night and day until the Sabbath. 

There is no parallel to this passage in our Gospels, 
but in the statement that the Apostles had hidden them- 

^ The Syriac version of Gureton has nearly the same reading. 

G 
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selves (and — taken in connection with v. 59, where the 
same fact is again mentioned — this means all the twelve) 
we have here agreement with the narrative of the first 
and second Synoptics (Matt. xxvi. 56 ; Mark xix. 50), 
that on the arrest of Jesus ^ all the disciples left him and 
fled/ This passage seems to exclude the incident of 
the sword and Malchus which, as Hilgenfeld points 
out,^ is also excluded by a passage in Justin; the 
denial of Peter, which Justin equally passes over 
unmentioned ; and the episode of the ^ beloved disciple * 
by the cross. The reason given for hiding themselves, 
that they were accused of wishing to bum the temple, 
has some connection with the tradition, that testimony 
had been given against Jesus that he had said he 
could destroy this temple and build it in three days 
(Matt. xxvi. 60 ; Mark xiv. 58).^ The passage is one of 
those in which the writer speaks in the first person and 
represents himself as an Apostle, which he still more 
clearly does, v. 60, where he distinctly calls himself 
Simon Peter. 

The account that the Apostles were fasting and sat 
mourning and weeping ^ night and day until the 
Sabbath ' {wkto^ koi rjiiepa^ cg>9 tov orajSjSctrov) opens 
out an interesting problem. As a rule, the Greek 
expression would be rjiiepa^ /cat wkto^, so if we are to 
take the words actually used as deliberately intended 
to represent the time, we should have to count at least 
one night and one day between the death of Jesus and 
the Sabbath, or in other words, that the crucifixion took 
place, not on Friday, but upon Thursday, which, 
according to the statement in v, 5, would really be the 

1 Zeitachr. 1893, ii. 246. 

' It will be remexubered that the same accusation is brought against 
Stephen in Acts. The mockery of the passers-by (Matt, xxvii. 40), * Thou 
that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three days, save thyself,' is 
also in the same vein. 
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13th Nisan. A great deal might be said in support of 
this view,^ but it need not be entered into here. It is 
probable that, as Harnack suggests,^ the author really 
thinks of the whole time from the Thursday night, when 
the arrest was made. 

With the next portion, of the fragment the narrative 
of the resurrection may be said to begin : 

28. But the scribes and Pharisees and elders assembled them- 
selves together ((TvvaxQ^^'T£Q vpoQ aXX^Xovc), hearing that all the people 
murmured and beat their breasts, saying, * If at his death these great 
signs have happened, behold how just a one he is. 29. The elders 
were afraid (e<pol3iiOriaav) and came to Pilate (liXdov vpog IlciXdror) 
beseeching him and saying, 30. *Give us soldiers that we may 
watch his grave for three days (tpa (f^vXa^uffier to fivfffAa avrov eirl 
TpeiQ fifiipac), lest his disciples come and steal him, and the people 
believe that he rose from the dead and do us evil ' (/x^Trorc eXOovreg ol 
fjLudqraX avrov icXc^oxriv avrov Ka\ vwoXdj^y 6 Xaoc on eic vEKpwv avitrTrj, 
Kai TroirifftotTiv fifiiy KaKci). 31. Pilate, therefore, gave them Petronius 
the centurion with soldiers to watch the tomb (fiera (TrpaTuoTwv 
<l>vXdtr(rtiv rov rdfov), and with them came the elders and scribes to 
the grave (to fivfifxa). 32. And they rolled a great stone (irvXtVavrtc 
Xibov fxeyav) against the centurion and the soldiers, and set it, 
all who were there together, at the door of the grave (jivfifiaTo^ ). 
33. And they put seven seals {ical kiri\piaav lirra (r^payilao), and 
setting up a tent there they kept guard (c^vXafav). 34. And in the 
morning, at the dawn of the Sabbath, came a multitude from 
Jerusalem and the neighbourhood in order that they might see the 
sealed-up grave {to fivrjfielov eaopaytcrfiivoy). 

There is no parallel to this narrative in any of our 

canonical Gospels except the first Synoptic, which alone 

mentions the circumstance that a watch was set over 

the sepulchre, a fact of which the other Gospels seem 

quite ignorant, and states that application was made to 

Pilate for a guard for that purpose. The account in 

Matthew is as follows (xxvii. 62 f.) : 

Now on the morrow, which is the day after the Preparation, the 
chief priests and the Pharisees were gathered together (frwrixdriffar) 

' There is an interesting discussion of the question by Van Manen, 
Theol Tydschr, 1893, 4de Stuk, pp. 423 flF. » L,c. p. 28. 

CFTHE ^ 

:VERSITY, 
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unto Pilate, saying, Sir, we remember that that deceiver said, 
while he was yet alive. After three days I rise again. Command 
therefore that the sepulchre be made sure until the third day, lest 
haply his disciples come and steal him away, and say unto the people, 
He rose from the dead : and the last error will be worse than the 
first (aff0aXiff 6^ va I ro I' rcupov £wc r^c Tpirrjc ^/xepac* firiwore iXBoyTeQ 
oi fiaOriTal Kkixpwtriv avroVy Kal eivwtriy t<^ ^o-fy *Hycp6ij airo rCiy 
vtKpwr • Kal IffTQi ii iff^arij irXavri X^^P*^^ "^^^ vpurrfo), Pilate said 
unto them, Ye have a guard : go your way, make it as sure as ye 
can. So they went, and made the sepulchre sure (^atf^aXioravTo tov 
ra^oj/), sealing the stone (<r(l>paylaavTeg Toy Xidoy), the guard being 
with them (jiera ttJq KOuaTwliag), 

The fact that only one of the four canonical Gos- 
pels has any reference to this episode, or betrays the 
slightest knowledge of any precautions taken to guard 
the tomb, is remarkable. The analogies in the narra- 
tive in Peter with the general account, and the simi- 
larity of the language in certain parts, together with 
the wide variation in details and language generally, 
point to the conclusion that both writers derive the 
episode from a similar source, but independently of 
each other. The casual agreement with continuous 
dissimilarity of statement and style, are evidence of the 
separate treatment of a common tradition, and put the 
fragment upon a very different footing from the Synop- 
tics in relation to each other. The absence of veri- 
similitude is pretty nearly equal in both Gospels, but 
these traditions grew up, and were unconsciously 
rounded by the contributions of pious imagination. 

In the fragment it is ' the scribes and Pharisees 
and elders ' {ol ypafiiiarel^ /cat ^apia-atoi kcli irptcr^vrepoi) 
who meet together, but only the * elders ' go to Pilate ; 
in the Synoptic, ^ the chief Priests and the Pharisees' 
{ol apx^peU Kal ol iapicraloi) meet and go to Pilate. 
Pilate gives them 'Petronius the centurion with soldiers* 
to watch the tomb; in Matthew, he gives them 'a 
guard,' bidding them make it sure ; so they go and seal 
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the stone, the guard being with them. In Peter, the 
* elders and scribes ' go to the grave, and themselves 
with the soldiers, 'all who were there together,' roll 
a great stone and set it at the door of the grave. 
Doubtless this trait is intended to convey an impression 
of the great size of the stone. A curious peculiarity 
occurs in the statement, 'they roll the stone against 
the centurion and the soldiers,' the intention of the 
words probably being that, in their suspicious mood, 
they thus protected themselves from possible fraud ol. 
the part even of the soldiers.^ The motive for the 
appHcation to Pilate, in the fragment, is fear on the part 
of the elders, in consequence of the murmuring and 
lamentation of the people, who are represented as being 
convinced by the great signs occurring at the death of 
Jesus ' how just a one ' he was. This is quite a varia- 
tion from the Synoptic version, but both agree in the 
explanation given to Pilate of anxiety lest the disciples 
should steal the body, and say that Jesus had risen 
from the dead. In Matthew, they simply 'seal the stone,' 
but in the fragment they put or smear {lirixp^crav) ' seven 
seals ' upon it. Some important peculiarities then occur 
in the narrative of Peter. They set up a tent beside the 
tomb and keep guard, and in the morning a multitude 
from Jerusalem and the neighbourhood come out to 
see the sealed-up grave. There is nothing corresponding 
to this in the Synoptic Gospel. 
The narrative proceeds : 

35. Now, in the night before the dawn of the Lord's day 
Q] KvpiaKn)f whilst the soldiers were keeping guard over the place, 
two and two in a watch, there was a great voice in the heaven. 
36. And they saw the heavens opened and two men come down from 
thence with great light and approach the tomb. 37. But the stone 
which had been laid at the door rolled of itself away by the side, 
and the tomb was opened and both the young men entered. 

^ Dr. Swete also takes this view of the passage, l,c. p. 15, n, 4. 
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Here commences an account of the resurrection very 
different in every respect from that in our canonical 
Gospels, and the treatment of a tradition in some 
points necessarily common to all is evidently indepen- 
dent. In Matthew, the scene conunences with an earth- 
quake — earthquakes are, indeed, pecuhar to the first 
Sjmoptist — (xxviii. 2 f.) : * And behold there was a 
great earthquake ; for an angel of the Lord descended 
from heaven, and came and rolled away the stone 
and sat upon it. His appearance was as lightning, and 
his raiment white as snow; and for fear of him the 
watchers did quake and become as dead men.' Here 
only one angel comes down, whilst in Peter there are 
two men, whom some critics — amongst whom may be 
mentioned Nestle, with whom Harnack is inclined to 
agree, more especially as they are never called angels, 
but merely ^two men' — ^identify as Moses and Elias. 
The angel rolls away the stone, which in Peter rolls 
away of itself, and sits upon it, whilst in Peter the two 
men entejr into the tomb. No account is given in Mark 
of the opening of the tomb, the women simply finding 
the stone rolled away, and a young man (i/ccwior/coi/) 
sitting on the right side arrayed in a white robe (xvi. 
4 f.) ; the author does not mention any earthquake. In 
the third Synoptic (xxiv. 2 f.), the women also find the 
stone already rolled away from the tomb ; there is no 
earthquake. When the women enter the tomb they do 
not find ^ the body of the Lord Jesus,' but while they 
are perplexed two men stand by them in dazzling 
apparel. In the fourth Gospel (xx. 12 f.), Mary, coming 
to the sepulchre, sees two angels in white sitting — the 
one at the head, the other at the foot — where the body 
of Jesus had lain. Thus, to sum up, in Matthew there 
is one angel, in Mark one young man, in Luke two 
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men, in the fourth Gospel two angels, and in Peter two 
men descend from heaven to the tomb. 
Peter goes on : 

38. Then these soldiers, seeing this, awakened the centurion and 
the elders, for they also were keeping watch. 39. And whilst they 
were narrating to them what they had seen, they beheld again three 
men coming out of the tomb and the two were supporting the 
one, and a cross following them. 40. And the heads of the two 
indeed reached up to the heaven, but that of him that was led by 
their hands rose above the heavens. 41. And they heard a voice 
from the heavens saying, ^ Hast thou preached to them that are 
sleeping 1 ' 42. And an answer was heard from the cross : * Yea.' 

Of course there is nothing corresponding to this in 
the canonical Gospels. In Matthew, the watchers quake 
and become as dead men, but no such alarm is 
here described. The elders and soldiers see the two 
men who had entered the tomb come out leading 
s, third, and the stately appearance of the three is 
described with Oriental extravagance.^ Following the 
three is a cross, a very singular representation, more 
especially as the cross presently speaks. Hamack 
says that Duhms, who supposes a Hebraic original, 
-conjectures that the Hebrew word, which could as well 
stand for ' crucified ' as * cross,' was misunderstood by 
the translator, and he adds that, if the original was 
Aramaic, the matter becomes still simpler. However, 
Harnack does not seem disposed to adopt the sugges- 
tion.2 It is well known that in very early works the 
•cross was identified with the crucified, and treated both 
as a type and as having a certain personality — the 
living and eloquent symbol of victory over death.^ 

^ There are, of course, many instances of snch exaggeration : Apoc. 
X. 1 f. ; Hermas, Sim. ix. 6 ; 4 Esdras, ii. 43 ; FoMio Ferp, o. 10. 

« Lx. p. 70. 

^ Cf. Justin, Apol, i. 56 : Dial, Ixxxvi. xci. ; Irenaeus, C. Haer. ii. 24, 
4 ; V. 17, 3 f . In the Ev, Nicod. ii. (Lat. B), in which the descent is fully 
treated, Jesus Christ is begged to make the sign of the cross : ' Et fisbctum 
«st ita, posuitque dominus crucem suam in medio infemi, quae est signum 
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The words of the voice from the heavens are: 
' " Hast thou preached to them that are sleeping ? " and 
an answer was heard from the cross : " Yea" ' {^Eidjpv^a^ 
TOi? KOLficDfievois ,* KOI vnaKorj rjKoveTo ano rov aTavpou 
ort Nat). This is generally understood as a reference 
to the ^ descent into hell,' which was early accepted as 
a dogma by the Church and has a place in the Creed, 
although its only clear mention in the New Testament 
occurs in 1 Peter iii. 18 f. : * Because Christ . . . being 
put to death in the flesh, but quickened in the spirit, in 
which also he went and preached {iiajpv^ei^) unto the 
spirits in prison, which aforetime were disobedient ; ' and 
(iv. 6) : * For unto this end was the Gospel spoken unto 
the dead/ It is a curious fact that the * Gospel according 
to Peter,' the fragment of which is first discovered in a 
little volume along with a fragment of the * Apocalypse of 
Peter,' should thus contain a reference to a doctrine, the 
only allusion to which in any of the canonical writings 
is contained in a so-called * Epistle of Peter.' Hilgenfeld 
wishes to read KoivwfievoLs instead of Koi^fKOfia/oi^^ and 
disputes the rendering of vira/coTj as ' answer,' although 
he admits that there is some support to this as a 
liturgical response/ He would render this passage : *Du 
verktindigtest den Profanirten und einem Gehorsam.^ 
Von dem Kreuze her erschallt: Ja.' He argues that 
there can be no question here of a descent into hell by 
one coming out of the grave who cannot even hold 
himself upright, but must be led ; that, however much 
the inanimate body of Jesus may still be called ' the 
Lord,' his ' Self is already in death ascended to heaven ; 
the selfless (selbstlose) body cannot possibly in the mean- 

victoriae et nsque in aetemmn permanebit * (Eva/ng. Nicodemi, Pars ii. 
Latine B. cap. x. (xxvi.) ; Tisohendorf, Evcmg. Ajpocr, 1858, p. 409 ; Ep^ 
Bwm. 0. 12 ; Greg. Nyss. AdA). Jud, o. 7). 

1 Constat A^p. viii. 12, pp. 269, 13 f. 

^ The expression is so peculiar that we give it in the original. 
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time have gone into Hades.^ In this conclusion, how- 
ever, he is at variance with ahnost all critics, who 
generally take the view rendered above.^ 

The passage which we have quoted from Matthew 
(xxvii. 52 f.) must be recalled, in which the first 
Synoptic alone of the four canonical Gospels has an 
account of astonishing events said to have occurred at 
the death of Jesus : an earthquake which rent the rocks 
and opened the tombs, ' and many bodies of the saints 
that were sleeping {k€kolii7iii6^<ov) were raised ; and 
coming forth out of the tombs after his resurrection, 
they entered into the holy city and appeared unto 
many.' This resurrection of the saints *that were 
sleeping' is associated by Eusebius with the descent into 
hell,^ and it is not improbable that the first Synoptist 
had it in his mind. It is not necessary to point out 
many early references to the descent into helV but an 
interesting passage may be quoted from Justin. He 
accuses the Jews of omitting from the prophecy of 
Jeremiah in their copies of the Septuagint the following 
verse : * The Lord God, the Holy one of Israel, remem- 
bered his dead who lay sleeping {KeKoifirjiiii/cDv) in the 
earth, and descended to them to bring to them the good 
news of his salvation.'^ It is not known that the 
passage ever really existed in Jeremiah but, notwith- 
standing, Irenaeus quotes it no less than five times.^ 

The writer does not explain the representation of 

^ Lx. pp. 263 f. Dr. Martineau translates the passage : * Hast thou 
preached obedience to them that sleep ? ' Nmeteenth CenttiTy,JwoLQ 1893» 
pp. 917 f. 

' Hamack, I.e. pp. 68 f. ; Lods, Lc, p. 48, although with a ? ; Zahn, 
l.c, pp. 22 f. ; Robinson, Lc. pp. 24 f. ; Swete, l.c. pp. xiv. 19. (Dr. Swete 
considers any reference to 1 Pet. iii. 19 improbable.) J. Bendel Harris, 
Lc. pp. 51 f., 89 ; von Schubert, Lc. pp. 101 f. ; cf. van Manen, Lc, pp. 
622 f. ; Martineau, Lc. pp. 917 f. 

» Dem. Ev. 500. This is referred to by Dr. Swete, Lc. p. 19, n. 2. 

* For instance, Ignat. E;p. Magn. 9 ; Hermas, Sim. ix. 16. 

* DiaL Ixxii. 

« Eaer. iii. 20, 4 ; iv. 22, 1 ; 33, 1, 12 ; v. 81, 1. ^ ; -^ 

^ OP THE '^ 

UNIVERSITY^ 
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the three who came out of the tomb, two of whom were 
* supporting/ or, as is subsequently said, leading him, 
or conducting him, but this figure, more stately than 
the others, of course, is intended to be recognised as 
Jesus. Too much has been said as to the weakness 
supposed to be here described, and Zahn, who as much 
as possible ridicules the whole contents of the fragment, 
says that *the raised Lazarus, in comparison with 
him, is a hero in strength and life/ But is the in- 
tention here to depict weakness? No word is used 
which really demands that interpretation. As Dr. 
Swete rightly points out, *the support appears to be 
regarded as nominal only, since He is also said to be 
" conducted " (x^Lpayoryovfievov) ' (p. 18). It is true that 
X^Lpayoyyelv is twice used in Acts (ix. 8, xxii. 11) to 
express Paul's helplessness when led by the hand after 
Ids vision on the way to Damascus, but it does not in 
itself imply weakness, and no other hint of feebleness 
is given in the fragment. The ' touch me not ' of the 
fourth Gospel, when Mary Magdalene stretches out her 
hand to Jesus, is quite as much a mark of weakness as 
this. It may not unfairly, on the other hand, be in- 
terpreted as a mark of honour, and nothing in Peter 
forbids this reading. If weakness were indicated, it 
might be taken as a Docetic representation of the con- 
dition of the human body, deprived of the divine Christ, 
who had ascended from the cross. 

The continuation of the narrative in Peter is as 
different from that of our canonical Gospels as its 
^commencement : 

43. These, therefore, took counsel together whether they should go 
and declare these things to Pilate. 44. And whilst they were still 
■considering, the heavens again appeared opened, and a certain man 
descending and going into the grave. 45. Seeing these things, the 
centurion and his men hastened to Pilate by night, leaving the tomb 
they were watching, and narrated all things they had seen, fearing 
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greatly, and saying :- * Truly he was a Son of God ' (aXrjdiac vlog ^v 
Oetw). 46. Pilate answered and said, ' I am pure of the blood of 
the Son of God, but thus it seemed good unto you ' (eyiii KoBapevt^ 
Tov atfioroQ rov vlov tov Oeov, vfiiv 5c rovro edo^ev), 47. Then they 
^11 came to him beseeching and entreating him that he should com- 
mand the centurion and the soldiers to say nothing of what they 
liad seen, 48. * For it is better,' they said, * to lay upon us the 
^eatest sins before God, and not to fall into the hands of the people 
■of the Jews and be stoned.' 49. Pilate, therefore, commanded the 
centurion and the soldiers to say nothing. 

As the first Synoptic is the only Gospel which 
relates the story of the application to Pilate for a guard 
and the watch at the sepulchre, so of course it is the 
only one which gives the sequel to that episode ; but 
this differs in every respect from the account in Peter. 
"It is as follows (xxviii. 11 f.) : 

Some of the guard came into the city, and told unto the chief 
priests all the things that were come to pass. And when they were 
a,ssembled with the elders, and had taken counsel, they gave large 
money unto the soldiers, saying. Say ye. His disciples came by night 
and stole him away while we slept. And if this come to the 
governor's ears, we will persuade him, and rid you of care. So they 
-book the money, and did as they were taught : and this saying was 
spread abroad among the Jews, and continueth until this day. 

When the centurion and soldiers in Peter go. to 
Pilate after witnessing the events described as occur- 
ring at the resurrection, ' fearing greatly ' {dycDvUovre^ 
/ji€yak(t)s\ they say, ^ Truly he was a Son of God' 
{aXyjOZ^ vto9 ^v 0€ov). It will be remembered that, in 
the first Synoptic, when the centurion and they that 
wrere watching Jesus saw the earthquake and the things 
that were done when he expired, they ^feared ex- 
•ceedingly ' {l^ofirid'qa-av a<f)68pa\ and said, * Truly this 
was a Son of God ' {aXyjdios 0tov vlo^ ^v ovtos)* The 
tradition of the astonished centurion bearing such 
testimony to Jesus is known to both writers, but under 
difierent circumstances, and independently treated. In 
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similar fasliion, the reply put into the mouth of Pilate 
in Peter, ' I am pure of the blood (eyo) KaOapevo) rov 
at/iaros) of the Son of God, but thus it seemed good 
unto you,' is, to a certain extent, the same as Pilate's 
declaration to the multitude after washing his hand& 
(xxvii. 24 f.): *I am innocent of the blood of this 
righteous man [a0ci6^ ct/xi aTro tov aifiaTo^ tov Sifcaiov 
Tovrov) : see ye to it ; ' but in this case, as well as the 
other, the details and the language show an independent 
use of a similar source. In the Synoptic, the centurion 
and soldiers do not go to Pilate at aU, but are bribed by 
the chief priests and elders to say that his disciples 
stole hitn by night when they slept. They are warned 
by Pilate to be altogether silent, in Peter. As the 
desire of the author is represented to be to remove 
responsibility from Pilate and throw it all upon the 
Jews, it is difficult to conceive that, if he had this 
account before him, he could deliberately have left it 
unused, and preferred his own account. 

We now come to the visit of the women to the 
sepulchre : 

50. In the morning of the Lord^s day, Mary Magdalene, & 
disciple of the Lord (through fear of the Jews, for they burnt with 
anger, she had not done at the grave of the Lord that which women 
are accustomed to do for those that die and are loved by them), 
51. took her women friends with her and came to the grave where 
he was laid. 52. And they feared lest the Jews should see them, 
and said : * If we could not on that day on which he was crucified 
weep and lament, let us do these things even now at his grave. 
53. But who will roll away the stone that is laid at the door of his 
grave (r«c de airoKvXitrei fifiiv Kal tov \ldoy roy reSivra ewl TrJQ dvpag 
TOV fiyrjfieiov) in order that we may enter and set ourselves by him 
and do the things that are due ? 54. For great was the stone (jiiyag 
yap Jjv 6 \/6oc), and we fear lest some one should see us. And if we 
should not be able to do it, let us at least lay down before the door 
that which we bring in his memory, and let us weep and lament till 
we come to our home.* 56. And they went and found the tomb 
opened and, coming near, they stooped down and see there a certain 
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young man sitting in the midst of the tomb, beautiful and clad in 
a shining garment (icat TrpotreXOovirai vapiKv^av iKely Kal opuKnv tKti 
Tiva veavitTKoy Kadel^o/juvoy jiitrtf tov Ta(l>ov, dfpaiov Kal Trepij^ePXrifiivov 
trroXriv XafXTrpoTarrfy), who said to them : 56. * Why are ye come ? 
Whom seek ye ? Him who was crucified ? He is risen and gone 
away. But if ye do not believe, stoop down and see the place 
where he lay, that he is not there ; for he is risen and gone away 
whence he was sent' (tI ^Xdare; riva ^rjTeiri; firl tov <rravpw6ivTa 
eKeivov ; avecrTrj Kal arrfjXdev' el ^e firi 'Triareverey irapaicvxI/aTe «:ai tSarc 
TOV Tovoy evOa ekeito, on oi/K Etrriv • avitrTrj yap Kal avfiXdEV ekeI oSev 
avEirraXri), Then the women, frightened, fled. 

We need not remark that in all essential points the 
account given here is different from that in our Gospels. 
In each of the three Synoptics, it is said that the 
women saw where Jesu6 was laid, and the first two 
name Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Jesus 
(Mark ' the other Mary '), Matt, xxvii. 61, Mark xv. 47, 
Luke xxiii. 55. All four canonical Gospels relate their 
coming to the sepulchre : Matthew (xxviii. 1), * late on 
the Sabbath day, as it began to dawn toward the first 
day of the week ; ' Mark (xvi. 1), ' when the Sabbath 
was past ; ' Luke (xxiv. 1), 'on the first day of the 
week at early dawn ; ' but only the second and third 
state that they bring spices to anoint Jesus ; in 
Matthew the purpose stated being merely ' to see the 
sepulchre.' In the fourth Gospel, only Mary Magdalene 
comes, and no reason is assigned. In Peter, Mary 
Magdalene only is named, but she takes her women 
friends, and though spices are not directly named, they 
are distinctly implied, and the object of the visit to the 
tomb, admirably described as ' that which women are 
accustomed to do for those who die and are loved by 
them,' which they had not been able to do on the day 
of the crucifixion, through fear of the Jews. Even 
now the same fear is upon them; but nothing is said of 
it in the four Gospels. 
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The only part of the words put into their mouths, 
by the author which at all corresponds with anything^ 
in the canonical narratives is that regarding the open- 
ing of the sepulchre. * But who will roll us away the 
stone that is laid at the door of the grave ? ' (rts 8e 
avotcvkCaei ruiiv koX tov \idov top Tcdevra cttI rfj^ 0vpa^ 
Tov [ivrjiieCov ;). In Matthew, an angel had rolled away 
the stone, but in Mark the women are represented a& 
asking the same question among themselves (xvi. 3)> 
* Who shall roll us away the stone from the door of the 
grave ? ' (ti? aTro/cvXtcrct r/fuv tov \i6ov ck t^? dvpas tov 
fAvrjfieCov ;) practically in the same words. To appre- 
ciate the relative importance of the similarity in this 
detail it should be remembered that the same words- 
are used with slight grammatical changes in the other 
two Synoptics : Matt, xxviii. 2, the angel * rolled away 
the stone ' {aweicvXiae tov \i6ov) ; and Luke xxiv. 2, they 
found ' the stone rolled away from the grave ' {tov XCdov 
aiTOKCKvkio'fiivov airo tov fivrjiieiov). The privilege of 
using a similar source of tradition must also be accorded 
to the author of the fragment. 

The women in Peter, after a few more words 
explanatory of their purpose in going to the sepulchre, 
use an expression to which so much importance has- 
been attached by Zahn that, to render it intelligible, it 
must be connected with the context just discussed. 
' But who will roll away the stone that is laid at the 
door of the grave, in order that we may enter and set 
ourselves by him, and do the things that are due ? For 
great was the stone (/xeya? yap ^v 6 Xt^os), and we fear 
lest some one should see us.' Now in the second 
Synoptic (xvi. 4) we read that the women, looking up, 
* see that the stone (Xt^o?) is rolled back ; for it was 
exceeding great ' ('^z^ yap ftcya? cr<^d8pa). Zahn says : 
' Just as certainly can the dependence of the Gospel of 
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Peter on Mark be proved. A proof scarcely to be 
refuted lies even in the one little word ^p, which is 
mechanically taken from Mark xvi. 3/^ To one so 
willing to be convinced, what might not be proved by 
many little words in the canonical Gospels ? It must 
be remembered that none of our Synoptics sprang full- 
fledged from the original tradition, but, as is recognised 
by every critic competent to form an opinion, is based 
on previous works and records of tradition, which 
gradually grew into this more complete form. Any 
one who wishes to reaUse this should examine Eush- 
brooke's ' Synopticon,' which, at a glance, will show the 
matter and the language common to our first three 
Gospels, and leave little doubt as to the common origin 
of these works. It may be useful towards a proper 
understanding of the problem before us if we give a 
single illustration of the construction of the Synoptics 
taken from the very part of the narrative at which we 
have arrived. We shall arrange it in parallel columns 
for facility of comparison. 

Matthew xxvil. Mabe xv. Luke xxiii. 

66. And many women 40. And there were 49. And all his ac- 
were there beholding also women beholding quaintance, and the 
from afar, which had from afar: among whom women that followed 
followed Jesus from were both Mary Magda- him from Galilee, 
Galilee, ministering mi- lene and Mary the stood afar off, seeing 
to him: 66. among whom mother of James the these things, xxiv. 
was Mary Magdalene, less and of Joses, and 10. Now they were 
and Mary the mother of Salome ; 41. who, when Mary Magdalene and 
James and Joses, and he was in Galilee, fol- Joanna, and Mary [the 
the mother of the sons lowed him, and minis- mother] of James, and 
of Zebedee. tered mito him . . . other women with 

them, xxiii. 60. 

67. And when even 42. And when even 60. And behold a 
was come, there came a was now come, ... 48. man named 

rich man from Arima- there came Joseph of Joseph, who was a 

thaea, Arimathaea, a comicillor comicillor, a good man 

of honourable estate, and a righteous, 61. 

... of Arimathaea, 

a city of the Jews, 



1 L.C, p. 62. 
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Matthew zzyii. Mabk xv. Luke xxiii. 

who also himself was who also himself was who was looking for 
Jesus' disciple : looking for the kingdom the kingdom of God : 

of God: and he boldly 
58. this man went to went in mito Pilate and 52. this man went to 
Pilate, and asked for the asked for the body of Pilate, and asked for 
body of Jesus. Jesus. the body of Jesus. 

66. 'Ho-oy dc cVct 40. 'Ho-av bi #col yv- 49. Eio-r^Kcia-av dc 

yvvoAKts noXkai dir^ fia- vaiK€S oir^ fjMKp6$€V ndvrts oi yvaoTol 

KpoOtv Bt»poviT€LL, cuTivti 6tcapov(raiy €v als Koi avT^ d7r6 fJMKpoOtV^ KXU 

nKo\ovBrf<rav rS ^Irfa-ov Mapta rj MayiUiKrjvri koI yvvaiKts at o-vvoKokov 

airh r^r FoXiXaiar dta«co- Mapia 17 *Ialca>^ov tov 6ov<rai avr^ dirh rrjs 

vov<r€U aifT^y (56) cV als yuKpov kcH 'loxr^rof p.tf' FoXtXaiaf » 6po(rat ravra. 

^y Mapia 4 MoydoXi;!/^, Kal rrip Kai ZaXcb/Av;, (41) ai (xxiv. 10) ^(rav be ^ 

Mapia 17 tov 'laK»$ov Kai ort ^v tv rj TaKiKatq. MaydaXiyi^ Mapta Koi 

*lQi<rri fiTftript Koi ^ fi^ri;p fiKoKovOovv airr^ leai do;- 'I«>dvva leal Mapia ^ 

T&v vi&» Z€^^ov, Kovovv avT^y . . . *IaK<0/3ov koli al Xoiiral 

trvv avTcus , . . 

57. *04tias de ycvopJvtjg 42. koi rjbrf o^ias ycvo- 50. Kai Ibov dpfjp 
rfXBtv dv$pi»rros nkoixrioe pAvrjSj . . . (48) cX^o)!/ ovoyLan 'Imo-^^ /3ov- 
dirh ^ApuioBaiaSt rovvopa *l<oa-ri<f> dnh ^ Apifiadaias, Xfxrnjs vndpxa^v, dvffp 
*lta<rri<f>f cvo'X^/muv /SovXevn^f^ bs dya$6e koi bucatosy 

51. . . . dirh ^ApifioBaias 
irdXcfiDf T€ov 'lovbaio»p^ 
hs Koi avTos ipLoBrjfrtv&ff koi avros ^v irpotrbexo- hs irpoa-tbixrro t^p 
T^ *I»;a"ov • ficvor rrjv /Sao'iXciai/ tov Paa-iXeiap rov Oeov. 

58. olfTos vpofrtkd^v ^coO, roXpria-ag €l(rrj\6€v 52. oZtos frpoa-tKB^v 
T(^ nctXdr^ ^Tri<raTo t6 irphs rhv IlctXdrov xai r^ IlciXdroi) ^Ttia-aro ro 
<rcD/jui rov *lr](rov, irr](raTo rh <r&tia tov <rS>p^ tov 'liyo-oC. 

*lTj<rov. 

Or take, for instance, a few verses giving the arrest 
of Jesus as narrated by the three Synoptists : 



Matthew xxvi. 

47. And while he yet 
spake, lo, Judas, one of 
the twelve, came, and 
with him a great multi- 
tude with swords and 
staves, from the chief 
priests and elders of the 
people. 

48. Now he that be- 
trayed him gave them a 
sign, saying. Whomso- 
ever I shall kiss, that is 
he : take him. 



49. And straightway 
he came to Jesus, and 
said. Hail, Eabbi; and 
kissed him. 



Mabk xiy. 

48. And straightway, 
while he yet spake, 
cometh Judas, one of 
the twelve, and with Viim 
a multitude with swords 
and staves, from the 
chief priests and the 
scribes and the elders. 

44. Now he that be- 
trayed him had given 
them a token, saying. 
Whomsoever I shall kiss, 
that is he ; take him, 
and lead him away 
safely. 

45. And when he was 
come, straightway he 
came to him and saith, 
Eabbi ; and kissed him. 



LuKB xxii. 

47. While he yet 
spake, lo, a multitude, 
and he that was called 
Judas, one of the 
twelve, went before 
them; 



and he drew near imto 
Jesus to kiss him. 
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Matthew xxvi. 

50. And Jesus said 
tmto him; Friend, do 
that for which thou art 
come. 

Then they came and laid 
hands on Jesus and took 
him. 

51. And lo, one of 
them that were with 
Jesus stretched out his 
hand, and drew his 
sword, and smote the 
servant of the high 
priest, and struck off his 
ear. 

47. Kal €Ti avTov \a- 
\ovvToSi Ibov *lovbas €IS 

avTov Bx^os TTokifS fiera 
fiaxaipS>v Koi ^vXau dno 
tS>v ap\up€Oiv Koi irpto"- 
PvT€pa)v Tov XaoO. 

48. 6 de frapadtdovr 
avrhv €b<oK€v avrots ar}- 
fielov Xiyaav ' ov hv 
0iX^(ro), avTos iariv • 
KpaTri<rort avrov, 

49. Kal (ifOcas npofreX- 
Boau T^ *I»7(roC elirev • 
yalpc partly kcu Kort' 
q)iKri(T€v avrov, 

50. 6 dc 'Ii/o-ovf tiir€v 
ovtS • rraipe, €</>* 6 Trapci, 
t6t€ npo<r€kd6vT€s itri- 

paXov ras xelpas (Ttl tov 
'Iritrovv Koi CKparrjcrav 
avTov, 

51. Kai Ibov eh tS>v 
ficra 'Iiyo-ov iicrelvas rrjv 
^cipa arrcoTratrev ttiv 
p^Xaipav avToVj koI rrara- 
f Of TOV dovXov TOV Apx^f- 
p€6»s d(^€tXeu avToif to 

WTIOV, 



Mask xiv. 



46. And they laid 
hands on him and took 
him. 

47. But a certain one 
of them 

that stood by drew his 
sword, and smote the 
servant of the high 
priest, and struck off his 
ear. 

43. Kal eif&vs eri avrov 
\akovvTos napayivrrai 
^lovdas tie Ta>v b<i)d€Kaj 
KOL fUT^ avrov ox^os p,€ra 
pa\cup5iv KCLi ^vKtdv irapk 
rSiv ap\up€(ov koi t&v 
ypap.fiaT€<ov Kal irp€<rfivT€' 
pcav, 

44. dcdiOKci de 6 irapa" 
dtdovf avrov (rvtrtrripxtv 
avrole Xfyav • hv hv 
<^iX^o-a>, avTOs iariv • Kpa- 
rrjo-art avr6v Kal aurdytre 
dtr<f>(iKc»s* 

45. Kat ekOoiv evBvs 
irpoa-tXOoDV avr^ Xeyci • 
pa^^i, Kal Kar€(l)LKrj(r€V. 



Luke xxii. 

48. But Jesus said 
unto him, Judas, be- 
trayest thou the Son 
of man with a kiss ? 

(54. And they seized 
him and led him away.) 

50. And a certain 
one of them 



smote the 

servant of the high 
priest, and struck off 
his right ear. 

47. en avrov XaXoOr- 
ros, Iboi) S^Xor, Kal 6 
Xeyofievos *Iovbas els 
rSiv bi>beKa nporipxero 
avrovSf Kal 



rfyyio-ev rS *lrj(rov 
(t>^rj<rai avrov. 



46. oi be eire^cLKav rag 
Xelpas avr^ Kal eKpoTrfa-av 
avrov. 

47. els be ris r&v 
TrapeoTTjKorav (nraa-dp.evos 
rrfv fidxaipav eirditrev r6v 



48. *Iri<rov£ be etjrev 
aima • 'lovda, 0iX^fiari 
r6v vlov rod dvBpdnrov 
napabibae ; 

(54. avA\a^6vres be 
avrov ffyayov^ 

50. Koi eirara^ev els 
ris e^ avrav rov 



bovXov rov dpxupeois koi dpxtepecos t6v bovkov 
d(f)eiKev avrov ro oardpwv, kcu dilieTXev rh ovs avrov 
t6 bt^i6». 



Such close similarity as this, with occasional as- 
tonishing omissions of matter and flagrant contradic- 
tions where independent narrative is attempted, runs 

H 
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through the whole of the three Synoptics. This is 
not the place to enter upon any discussion of these 
phenomena, or any explanation of the origin of our 
Gospels, but apologists may be invited to consider the 
fact before passing judgment on the Gospel of Peter. 
Any coincidence of statement in the narrative of the 
fragment with any one of the four Gospels is promptly 
declared to be decisive evidence of dependence on that 
Gospel ; and even the use of a word which has a 
parallel in them is sufficient reason for denouncing the 
author as a plagiarist. It would almost seem as if such 
critics had never read the prologue to the third Synoptic, 
and forgotten the ttoXXoi to which its author refers, 
when they limit the Christian tradition to these Gospels, 
which again, upon examination, must themselves be 
limited to two — the Synoptic and the Johannine, which 
in so great a degree contradict each other. 

To return now to the passage which we have to 
examine. It wiU be observed that the second Synoptic 
treats the episode of the women in a manner different 
from the other two, but in the same style, though with 
very differing details, as Peter- We shall show reason 
for believing that both have drawn from the same 
source, but that the fragment has probably adhered 
more closely to the original source. In Mark(xvi. 3 f.) 
the women are, as in Peter, represented as speaking : 
* And they were saying among themselves, " Who shall 
roll us away the stone from the door of the tomb ? " * 
Here the spoken words stop, and the writer continues 
to narrate : ' And looking up, they see that the stone is 
rolled back (di/aicc/cvXtoTai) : for it was {^v) exceeding 
great.' It is obvious that the ' was ' here is quite out 
of place, and it seems impossible to avoid the conclusion 
that, originally, it must have stood with a different con- 
text That different context we have in Peter. The 
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women say amongst themselves : ^ Who will roll us away 
the stone that is laid at the door of the grave, in order 
that we may enter — ' and, of course, in saying this 
they are supposed to have in their minds the stone 
which they had seen the evening before and, naturally, 
express their recollection of it in the past tense — ' for it 
was exceeding great.' If the phrase has been mechani- 
cally introduced, it has been so by the second Synoptist, 
in whose text it is more out of place than in Peter. A 
prescriptive right to early traditions of this kind cannot 
reasonably be claimed for any writer, simply because his 
compilation has happened to secure a place in the Canon. 
When the women come to the tomb, they stoop 
down {TrapiKw\fav) and see there {op&o'Lv eKei) a certain 
young man {riva veavia-Kov) sitting in the midst of the 
tomb, beautiful and clad in a shining garment (dipalov 
Koi TrepifiefiXyjiieuop (rrokyfv XainrpordTTjv). This is the 
* certain man ' who descended when the heavens were 
again opened, as described in v. 44. The realistic touch 
of the women stooping to look into the low entrance 
of the tomb is repeated when the * young man ' bids 
them ' stoop down ' {TrapaKw^are) and convince them- 
selves that Jesus had risen. This does not occur in any 
of the Synoptics ; but in the fourth Gospel (xx. 5), Peter, 
it is said, 'stooping down' (Tra/oaKvi/ia?) sees ()8Xc7rct) 
the clothes. In Matthew, the angel sits upon the stone 
which he has rolled away, and not in the sepulchre, and 
his description is (xxviii. 3) : ' His appearance was as 
lightning, and his raiment white as snow ' {rjv 8c y) elSea 
avTov o)s darpainj, kol to et/8v[ia avrov Xcvkop a»9 X*'^^)- 
In Mark (xvi. 8), they see a ' young man ' {veavCcKov) 
sitting on the right side, and not in the middle, and he 
is ' clad in a white robe ' {irepL^epkriiiivov otoKtiv 
Xev/cjv). In Luke (xxiv. 4), two men {avSpe^ 8vo) stand 
by the women ' in dazzling apparel ' {iv la-drjTi aarpa- 

H 2 
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TTTovtrg). In the fourth Gospel (xx. 12), Mary sees two 
iangels sitting, the one at the head, the other at the 
feet, where the body had lain, but they are simply said 
to be ^ in white ' {a/ XevKoi^). 

The 'young man' says to the women in Peter: 

* Why are ye come ? {rC rjjkOarc;) Whom seek ye ? (tiW 
^i^TciTc ;) Him who was crucified ? (/i-i/ rov oravpcu^cWa 
iKclvov ;) He is risen and gone away {aa/earrri koI 
airfjXdG/). But if ye do not believe, stoop down, 
and see the place where he lay {irapaKv^aTc koX JSare 
Tov roTTov €i/da €K€iTo\ that he is not there, for he is 
risen and gone away thither whence he was sent'* 
{aveoTTj yap Kal dmjXdei/ eKcl odei/ aTTcoTctXTj)/ In Mat- 
thew (xxviii. 5 f.) the angel ' answered and said unto the 
women' (who had not spoken to him, apparently) 
' " Fear not ye : for I know that ye seek Jesus which 
hath been crucified (olSa yap otl 'Itjctow tov caravpoi- 
fiivov (prirelre). He is not here, for he rose {ovk Icttw/ 
SSc, riyepdn ydp\ even as he said. Come, see the 
place where the Lord lay (ScOrc ZScrc rov roirov ovov 
eKCLTo). And go quickly, and teU his disciples he 
rose from the dead {rjyepdyj ano rS}v vcKpwv) ; and lo, 
he goeth before you into Galilee ; there shall ye see 
him : lo, I have told you." ' In Mark (xvi. 6 f.), this 

* young man ' in the tomb says : *Be not amazed; ye seek 
Jesus the Nazarene which hath been crucified {^Irja-ow 
^rjTeire rov Na^apyjvcv rov ia-ravpcofxevov). He rose 
{riyipOyj) ; he is not here ; behold, the place where they 
laid him ! [ovk tariv (ohc ' tSc 6 roiro^ owov idrjKOLv 
avTov). But go tell his disciples and Peter, He goeth 
before you into Galilee : there shall ye see him, as he 
said unto you.' The close resemblance of these two 
accounts in the first and second Gospels is striking, and 
scarcely less so is the resemblance, with important 
variations, of the third Synoptic (xxiv. 5 ff.). The * two 
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men in dazzling apparel ' say to the women, who stand 
with their faces bowed down towards the earth : * Why 
seek ye |ihe living among the dead ? He is not here , but 
he rose {ovk eoTiv £8c, dXXa rjy^pdrj)} Eemember 
how he spake unto you when he was yet in Galilee, 
saying, that the Son of man must be delivered up into 
the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third 
-day rise again/ The complete change in the reference 
to Galilee here will be observed. 

The peculiar ending of the words of the 'young 
man ' in Peter is nowhere found in our Gospels : * He is 
risen and gone away thither whence he was sent/ Mr. 
Eobinson compares with this a passage from the 20th 
Homily of Aphrahat (ed. Wright, p. 385): 'And the 
angel said to Mary, he is risen and gone away to him 
that sent him/ Mr. Eobinson adds : ' There is reason 
to believe that Aphrahat, a Syrian writer, used Tatian's 
Harmony: and thus we seem to have a second link 
between our Gospel and that important work.' ^ But 
is it not rather a curious position in which to place the 
supposed ' Diatessaron,' to argue that a passage which 
it does not now contain was nevertheless in it because 
a Syrian writer who is supposed to have used the 
^ Diatessaron ' has quoted the passage ? It shows how 
untrustworthy are all arguments regarding early works 
like the ' Diatessaron/ Looking at the other instances 
which could be pointed out, and to some of which we 
have referred, we see that everything not agreeing with 
the Gospels of the Church has been gradually eliminated 
or corrected into agreement, and that thus the very pro- 
bable use of the Gospel according to Peter by Tatian 
may be concealed. As Mr. Eobinson further points out, 

* Westcott and Hort put these words between double brackets, as 
^most certain interpolations, through the action of ' Western influences.* 

* The Oo8j>el according to Peter, p. 29, n. 1. 
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however, the words of the angel in Peter are in direct 
contradiction to those put into the mouth of Jesu& 
in the fourth Gospel (xx. 17) : ^ I am not yet ascended 
to the Father.' 

The conclusion of the whole episode in Peter is the 
short and comprehensive phrase: *Then the women,, 
frightened, fled ' {rore at yvvaiKe^ <f>ol5r)6eurai, €(f>vyov). 
In Matthew, in obedience to the order of the angel to 
go and tell his disciples, none of which is given in 
Peter, it is said (xxviii. 8) : ^ And they departed quickly 
from the tomb with fear and great joy ' {kol dvekdovcaL 
Ta^v diTO 70V iivTjiieLov iiera <f>6l5ov kol xapa^ /xcyoXij?), 
and ran to bring his disciples word.' In Mark (xvi. 8) 
it is said : * And they went out and fled from the tomb ; 
for trembling and astonishment had come upon them 
{koI i^e\6ov(rai e(f>vyov airo rov /ivrjiieCov ' €Ik€P yap- 
avra? rpofio^ KaC cicoracri?). And they said nothing to 
any one : for they were afraid ' {i<f>ofiovvTo yap). The 
running to bring the disciples word, in the first, and 
the saying nothing to any one, of the second. Synoptic, is- 
a case of curious contradiction in details. The third 
Gospel twice over repeats the statement that the women 
told what they had heard ' to the eleven and to all the 
rest' (xxiv. 9, 10), but says nothing of the emotions- 
excited by the interview, except the double statement 
(xxiv. 8), 'And they remembered his words,' and, 11,. 
' And these words appeared in their sight as idle talk,, 
and they disbelieved them.' 

In the first Synoptic, however (xxviii. 9 f.), as the 
women go, the risen Jesus himself meets them and 
delivers the same order to teU the disciples to depart 
into Galilee, where they shall see him. The genuine 
portion of the second Synoptic ends with the words- 
quoted above, and it is only in the added conclusion 
(xvi. 9. 20) that we meet with an account of an ap- 
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pearance to Mary Magdalene in the morning. The 
third Synoptic relates no appearance to the women or 
any one that morning ; but the fourth Gospel has the 
appearance of Jesus to Mary Magdalene, and a long 
interview between them. Now all this is quite dis- 
tinctly excluded from the Gospel according to Peter, 
and those who argue for the dependence of the work 
on our Gospels have to explain this deliberate 
omission.' 

The fragment proceeds : 

58. And it was the last day of the Unleavened bread, and many 
went forth, returning to their homes, the feast being ended. 59. But 
we, the twelve disciples of the Lord, wept and mourned, and each 
went to his home sorrowing for that which had happened. 60. But 
1, Simon Peter, and Andrew, my brother, took our nets and went to 
the sea, and there was with us Levi, the son of Alphaeus, whom the 
Lord .... 

And so, at a most interesting point, the fragment breaks 
off, in the middle of a phrase. This, it will be observed, 
distinctly excludes the vision to the two disciples in the 
country, mentioned Mark xvi. 12 f., supposing it to be 
that described in the third Synoptic (xxiv. 13 fl.), of 
which long narrative no hint is given in Peter. It 
also, of course, excludes the appearance to the disciples 
in the room, described in the fourth Gospel (xix. 20 ff.), 
and the breathing of the Holy Ghost upon them, of 
which very important episode the three Synoptics are 
equally ignorant, as well as the second appearance to 
them and the conviction of the unbelieving Thomas, 
which only this Gospel records. We may add that the 
appearance to the eleven as they sat at meat, related in 
the addition to the second Synoptic (xvi. 14 f.), with 
the mission of the apostles 'into all the world,' with 
miraculous powers endowed, which the other Gospels 
do not mention, is likewise excluded by Peter. 
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This is not all that is excluded, however, for in the 
fragment reference is distinctly made to the 'twelve 
disciples,' which is an explicit confirmation of the state- 
ment made in v. 26 f., *I and my companions . . . 
were fasting and mourning,' which makes no exception 
any more than the similar * We, the twelve disciples of 
the Lord' now quoted. Supposing this statement to 
be deliberately made, and we have no reason whatever 
from anything in the rest of the fragment to doubt it, 
this completely excludes the whole of the story of a 
betrayal of his master by Judas Iscariot. Various facts 
must be remembered in confirmation of the view that 
the ' betrayal ' of Jesus by Judas Iscariot was unknown 
to the older tradition. In the Apocalypse (xxi. 14) it 
is said that upon the twelve foundations of the Holy 
City, the New Jerusalem, are written ' the twelve names 
of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.' If, as is generally 
believed, this Apocalypse was written by John the 
Apostle, is it possible that, if Judas had betrayed his 
master in the manner described by the canonical 
Gospels, he could deliberately have written this, using 
twice over the ^ twelve,' which includes that Apostle ? 
Again, in the first epistle to the Corinthians (i. xv. 5), 
in relating the supposed ' appearances ' of Jesus, it is 
said that he first appeared to Cephas : * Then unto the 
twelve.'^ -If. the point be considered on the mere 
ground of historical probability, there is every reason 
to consider that the betrayal by Judas is a later product 
of the 'evolved gnosis.' Jesus is described as going 
about everywhere with his disciples, and nothing could 

^ In the passage 1 Cor. xi. 23 mention is made of a betrayal : ' in the 
night in which he was betrayed,' but without further detail, and it is 
quite consistent to suppose that the * betrayal ' is not attributed to one of 
the Twelve. However, there is considerable reason for believing that this 
passage is an interpolation. It is a fact that a betrayal is not alluded to 
in any other place where we might expect to find it in these Epistles ; e.g, 
Eom. iv. 25 ; viii. 32 ; Gal. ii. 20. 
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have been easier, under the circumstances, than to 
follow and quietly arrest him, without any betrayal at 
all. In fact, there is no real need shown for such a 
betrayal, and the older Christian tradition probably did 
not contain it. It was just the trait which the ' evolved 
gnosis ' would add to the picture from such a passage 
as Psalm xli. 9 : ' Yea, mine own familiar friend, in 
whom I trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath lifted 
up his heel against me,' and which was given its literal 
fulfilment in the detail mentioned in the first and 
second Synoptics (Matt. xxvi. 23, Mark. xiv. 20), ' He 
that dipped his hand with me in the dish, the same shall 
betray me.' It may be mentioned that Justin does not 
appear to have known anything of a betrayal . of Jesus, 
and that, in places where, if he had been aware of the 
episode, he would certainly have referred to it, he 
passes over it in total silence. 

According to the fragment, Simon Peter, and at 
least some of the disciples, must have gone into Galilee 
without any vision of the risen Jesus ; and probably the 
last verse, which is broken off so abruptly, prepares the 
account of such an appearance as is described in the 
much-questioned last chapter of the fourth Gospel. It 
is worth pointing out, as perhaps an indication of the 
tradition which Peter follows, that both in the first and 
second Synoptic the order is given to the disciples to 
go into Galilee, where they are told that they are to see 
Jesus. In spite of this distinct order and statement, 
the author of the first Synoptic describes Jesus as 
immediately after appearing to the women, and giving 
the same direction to go into GaUlee (xxviii. 7, 10), 
whilst in the spurious verses of Mark he nevertheless 
appears in Jerusalem to Mary Magdalene and to the 
Apostles. The third Synoptist gives a different turn to 
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the mention of Galilee ; but after the direction to go 
into Galilee, there to see Jesus, the visions descri^)ed 
are a mere afterthought. In Peter, without any order, 
the disciples apparently go to Galilee, and there pro- 
bably would be placed the first vision of the risen 
Jesus. 
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IX 

We have now completed our comparison of the frag- 
ment with the canonical Gospels, and are able to form 
some opinion of its relative antiquity and relationship 
to our Gospels. Is it, as apologetic critics assert, a 
mere compilation from them, or can it take an indepen- 
dent position beside them, as a work derived from 
similar sources, and giving its own version of early 
Christian tradition ? We have shown that it is not a 
compilation from our Gospels, but presents unmistakable 
signs of being an independent composition, and conse- 
quently a most interesting representation of Christian 
thought during the period when our Synoptic Gospels- 
were likewise giving definite shape to the same 
traditions. Every part of this fragment has been set 
side by side with the corresponding narrative in the 
canonical Gospels, and it is simply surprising that a 
writing, dealing with a similar epoch of the same story, 
should have shown such freedom of handling. That 
there should be some correspondence between them was- 
inevitable, but the wonder is not that there should be 
so much agreement, but so much divergence ; and this 
wonder increases in proportion as a later date is 
assigned to the fragment, and the authority of the 
canonical Gospels had become more established. 

The theory of ^ tendency ' was sure to be advanced 
as an explanation of differences of treatment of the same 
story, but this seems to us much exaggerated in what 
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is said of the Gospel according to Peter. That early 
Docetic views might be supposed to be favoured by its 
representations is very possible ; but these are far from 
being so pronounced as to render it unacceptable to 
those not holding such opinions, and the manner in 
which Justin and Origen make use of its statements is 
proof of this. As to its anti-Judaistic tone, a certain 
distinction has to be drawn. The expressions regarding 
' the Jews,' ' their feast ' (used in reference to the Pass- 
over), and so on, may be put in the same category as 
the definition of the veil of the Temple * of Jerusalem,' 
as indicating merely a work probably written out of 
Judaea, and for Gentile Christians ; but in throwing 
upon the Jews, much more than on the Eoman power, 
the odium of having crucified Jesus, the difference 
between Peter and the canonical Gospels is really 
infinitesimal. He certainly represents Pilate as retiring 
early from the trial, and leaving it to Herod, in whose 
* jurisdiction' it was, after washing his hands of the 
whole business ; but this is a much more probable 
account, and perhaps an earlier tradition, than that 
which makes a Eoman governor present the incredible 
and humiUating spectacle of a judge condemning and 
crucifying a man, in whom he finds no fault, at the' 
dictation of a Jewish mob. The canonical Gospels, 
however, only accentuate the guilt of the Jews by 
representing the chief priests and elders, as well as the 
multitude, obstinately clamouring for his crucifixion, 
and finally overcoming Pilate's scruples. It is the chief 
priests and rulers who first seize Jesus and plot for his 
betrayal, who spit in his face, bufiet and mock him, 
who prefer to him Barabbas, and cry : * His blood be 
on us and on our children' (Matt, xxvii. 25). The 
expressions of distinct antagonism to the Jews in the 
fourth Gospel far exceed any in the Gospel according 
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to Peter. There is, therefore, no preconceived purpose 
conceivable to account for the characteristics of the 
narrative in this fragment. 

That a writer who had our canonical Gospels before 
him should so depart from their lines, alter every 
representation without dogmatic purpose, insert con- 
tradictory statements, and omit episodes of absorbing 
interest and passages which would have enriched his 
narrative, is a theory which cannot be established. 
It is obvious that the feeling of the writer is one of 
intense devotion and reverence, and it is unreasonable 
to suppose that he could have passed over, altered, 
and contradicted so many points in the narrative of 
the Gospels, had he had those works before him.^ In 
all probabilit}^ he composed his work from earlier 
records and traditions, of the existence of which we 
have evidence in Luke i. 1, and the degree of resem- 
blance on the one hand, and of discrepancy on the 
other, proceeds from independent use of these sources, 
from which the materials used in the canonical Gospels 
may have been drawn. It had not the good fortune of 
these Gospels, however, to be adopted by the Church 
and subjected, like them, to repeated revisal ; but, 
drifting apart on the stream of time, it at last comes to 
us with all its original sins and imperfections on its 
head. Of course, any judgment now formed on the 
Gospel according to Peter is subject to the unfortunate 
limitation that we have only a fragment of the work in 
our hands; but should the rest be discovered, as we 
hope, it will not affect conclusions now based upon the 
part before us, whatever may be the final verdict on the 
whole. 

^ Hamack argaes at considerable length that the Gospel according to 
Peter must have contained the episode of the woman taken in adultery^ 
inserted into the fourth Gospel. 
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IVb have still to consider objections raised by Mr. 
Eendel Harris, however, concerning the relation between 
this fragment and the Gospels accepted by the Church. 
In a long article in the 'Contemporary Eeview ' he tries 
to establish the thesis that * The Gospel of Peter shows 
^everywhere the traces of a highly evolved prophetic gnosis^ 
4znd in particular most of the apparently new matter which 
it contains is taken from the Old Testament' ^ It would 
not be possible, without wearying the most patient of 
parisliioners, to illustrate in any adequate manner the 
perverse and hair-splitting ingenuity with which the 
'* highly evolved prophetic gnosis ' went to work, and 
which, in very parlous fashion, Mr. Harris applies to 
Teter; but, fortunately, this will not be necessary here. 
This gnosis doubtless began its operation early, and 
reached a climax towards the fourth century ; but then 
it had ceased to be creative, and had become wildly 
analytical. Nothing then remained for it to do, Mr. 
Eendel Harris quotes, with admirable courage, a 
* significant sentence ' from the ' Peregrinatio ad Loca 
Sancta,' a work of St. Sylvia of Aquitaine, or some 
other lady traveller of the fourth century, which has 
recently been published. She has been relating how 
the people were instructed in the mysteries of the faith 
by readings from the Scriptures, imprimis \ of the 
Psalms predictive of the Messianic sufferings ; then of 

^ Contemp. Bev. August 1893, p. 217. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE FRAGMENT AND PROPHETIC GNOSIS 111 

passages from the Acts and Epistles which bear upon 
the interpretation of such predictions ; further, the evi- 
dence of the prophets ; and, to crown all, the story of 
the Passion itself from the Gospels. ^The object of 
this service was, as Sylvia points out, that the people 
might understand by the Gospel record that whatever 
the psalmists and prophets had foretold concerning the 
Passion of the Lord had actually taken place.' And 
now comes the * significant sentence ' to which we 
referred above, italicised by Mr. Harris himself : * And 
so for the space of three hours the people is taught that 
nothing took place which had not been previously foretold, 
and nothing had been foretold which had not obtained its 
fulfilment' Mr. Harris supports the accuracy of Sylvia's 
description.^ 

But, whilst frankly admitting the application of 
this fundamental principle of the prophetic gnosis, 
more or less throughout all early Christian literature, 
Mr. Harris wishes to Umit its influence upon works 
received into the canon, into which the two-edged 
weapon, however, pierces in spite of him to the sunder- 
ing apart of soul and body. He says : 

Now no history is, in its ultimate analysis, so trustworthy as 
Christian history, but if we take the whole body of early litera- 
ture, of which the canonical Gospels form the centre and crown, 
including Apocalypses, party-gospels, and the like, we shall find that 
there never was a body of history which was so overgrown with 
legend, and the major part of these legends result from the irregular 
study of the Old Testament, probably based on the synagogue 
methods of the time of the early Christian teachers. This reaction 
of the prophecy upon history colours the style of authors and affects 
their statements ; and it is only by a close and careful study of the 
writers and their methods, that we are able to discriminate between 
what is a bona fide allusion in the Prophets, or what is a trick of 
style borrowed from the Prophets, or what is a pure legend invented 
out of the Prophets.^ 



^ Lx. pp. 213 f. ^ Lx. p. 215. _ 

( UJSriVERSITT 
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The immediate object here, of course, is to lay the 
basis of an indictment against the fragment ; but in this 
clear and excellent statement, a principle is enunciated, 
the application of which cannot be directed as the 
writer pleases, but is apt to be as deadly to friends as 
to foes. Mr. Harris may attempt to satisfy his doubts, 
in writing with the impartiality of a scholar, as he does, 
with the reservation that ' no history is, in its ultimate 
analysis, so trustworthy as Christian history,' but he 
has only to formulate the reasons for such a statement, 
to recognise their utter inadequacy. In so far as he 
gives us any glimpse of them here, they are of sad in- 
suflGiciency. He speaks, a little further on, regarding 
* the real need of a critical method that can distinguish 
between statements that are genuine history, and state- 
ments that are prophetic reflexes. For this discrimi- 
nation,' he says, ' our main guide is the Canon, which 
expresses the judgment of the primitive Christian Church 
upon its literary materials ; but I think it will be gene- 
rally felt that we shall need finer-edged tools than 
Church customs or decrees in the more diflScult parts of 
the problem ; and certainly we must not assume a priori 
in a critical investigation, that there is no trace of 
legendary accretion in the Gospel, and no element of 
genuine fact in what are called the Apocrypha.' ^ Alas \ 
is not the 'main guide' a mere blind leader of the 
bUnd in regard to Hhe encroachment of prophetic 
interpretation upon the historical record ' ? We have 
no intention of maintaining here a very different view 
of the credibiUty of Christian history, the arguments 
against which we have elsewhere fully stated, but it is 
desirable, for reasons which will presently appear, that 
the fundamental principle of this attack on the Gospel 
according to Peter should be clearly understood. Mr. 

1 L.c. p. 216. 
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Harris goes on to affirm that the measure of this en- 
croachment is, in the first two centuries, one of the best 
indications of documentary date we possess : * As a test, 
it will settle the period of many a document, and 
perhaps the measure of the appeal to prophecy will 
even determine the chronological order of the Gospels 
themselves : Mark, Luke, John, and Matthew.' ^ This 
order will probably surprise a good many readers, and 
shake the faith they might perhaps be disposed to re- 
pose in the test which is supposed to have decided it. 
Mr. Harris applies the test in various instances to Peter, 
and we shall briefly examine his results. 

It will be remembered that in v. 35 f. whilst the 
soldiers were keeping watch over the sepulchre, there 
was a great voice in the heavens, and they saw the 
heavens opened, and 'two men' (Suo avSpa^) came 
down from thence with great light, and approach the 
tomb, and the stone which had been laid at the door 
rolled away, and they entered it, but presently they 
beheld again three men {rpeU avSpa^) coming out, and 
the two were supporting or conducting the other by 
the hand, and the loftv stature of the three is described. 
Now the ' highly evolved prophetic gnosis ' by which, 
according to Mr. Harris, this representation was com- 
posed is as follows, though only the main lines of the 
painful process can be given. In the prayer of 
Habakkuk (iii. 2), according to the Septuagint, the 
words which stand in our Bible, ' In the midst of the 
years make known ' reads : ' In the midst of two lives ' 
(or of two living creatures) Hhou shalt be known.* 
This is referred in two ways : to ' Christ's incarnation ' 
and to his 'Death and Eesurrection.' In the former 
case the two animals are the ox and the ass at the 
Nativity. The interpretation in the second case : the 

> L.C. p. 216. 
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* living creatures' are the seraphim, two in number, 
because in Isaiah (vi. 3) * one called to the other and 
said : ' * and we have only to find a situation in which 
Christ is seen between two angels, and the prophecy is 
fulfilled. This situation is made in the Gospel of Peter 
by Christ rising between two supporting angels.' Mr. 
Harris endeavours to strengthen this by referring to 
Cyril of Alexandria's comment on the two living 
creatures (in the fourth century). Cyril is in doubt 
whether the two living creatures are the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, or the Old and New Testament, but recurs 
to the earlier interpretation that they are the Cherubim. 
Mr. Harris also cites the Targum of Jonathan Ben 
Uzziel on Zechariah iii. 7 : ' If thou wilt keep the ob-- 
servation of my word, I will raise thee up in the resur- 
rection of the dead^ and set thy feet walking between the 
two cherubim' Then, as soon as this identification of the 
two living creatures had been made, it was easy, says 
Mr. Harris, to pass over to the ninety-ninth Psalm, 
which Justin ^ aflGirms to be a prediction of Christ. 

A little study of the opening words will show some interesting 
parallels with Peter. ^ The Lord hath reigned ! Let the people be 
enraged ! Sitting on the Cherubim, let the earth be shaken. The 
Lord in Zion is great and high above all the people.' Here we have 
a parallel to the * Jews burning with rage,' and to the enormous stature 
of the risen Christ, and, perhaps to the quaking of the earth. Nor is 
it without interest that Justin, having spoken of this great and high 
Christ, should turn immediately to another Psalm (xix.) where the 
sun is said to come forth as a bridegroom from his chamber, and to 
rejoice (m a giant to run a race.^ 

In order to be as just as possible, all this has been 
given in greater detail than perhaps the case deserves. 
It seems rather a heavy avalanche of conjecture to 
bring down upon Peter, who simply narrates, without 
the most distant reference to any prophetic texts ; and 

1 Dial. Ixiv. ^ i.e. pp. 219 flf. 
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it is perhaps a little hard that Justin, who in all pro- 
bability had the Gospel already written and before him, 
should contribute in this casual way to the author's dis- 
comfiture. However, let us see what there is to be said 
upon the other side. The first general remark that may 
be made is, that it can scarcely be considered evidence 
of the later date of Peter to ascribe to him, as the source 
of this detail, an elaborate twisting of texts through the 
operation of gnosis, which has not been proved to have 
existed in this form before the epoch at which he wrote. 
This is said without any intention of casting doubt on the 
general operation of supposed prophetic passages on the 
evolution of Gospel history, but merely as questioning 
this particular explanation of the mode in which this 
representation was originally suggested, and more 
especially for the purpose of adding that, whatever 
reproach of this kind is cast upon the Gospel according 
to Peter, must equally be directed against the canonical 
gospels. 

It will be remembered that, in the third Synoptic, 
' two men in shining apparel ' assist at the resurrection, 
and that in the fourth Gospel Mary sees in the tomb 
' two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, the 
other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain/ 
Here there is an occasion for applying with equal — or, 
as we shall presently see, greater — propriety the argu* 
ment of ' highly evolved prophetic gnosis ' to the writers, 
and so explaining their representation. But there is 
more to be suggested in connection with the matter. 
In the first and second Synoptics, only one angel assists 
at the scene, who in the second Synoptic is called ' a 
young man ' (veavia-Kos). Now the ' two men ' of great 
stature in Peter only go into the tomb and come out 
again with Jesus ; but subsequently the heavens were 
again opened {v, 44), and a certain man descends and 

I 2 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



116 THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO PETER 

goes into the tomb and remains there, for when the 
women come {v. 55) they see there *a certain young man *" 
(i/€ai^t<rK09) * sitting in the midst of the tomb, beautiful 
and clad in a shining garment,' who speaks to them as 
in the two Synoptics, and tells them that ' Jesus is gone 
thither whence he was sent.' This, then, is the angel 
who appears in Matthew and Mark. We have already 
mentioned that the two men of v. 36 have been 
identified by some critics as Moses and Elias. The 
account of the transfiguration is given in all the Synop- 
tics, though it does not seem to have been known to 
the author of the fourth Gospel — although ' John ' was 
an actor in the scene — ^but that in the third Synoptic is 
fuller than the rest (ix. 28 fi*.). Jesus takes with him 
Peter and John and James, and goes up into the moun- 
tain to pray; and as he prays his countenance was 
altered, and his raiment becomes white and dazzling ; 
'and behold there talked with him two men (ai/8pe9 
8vo), which* were Moses and Elijah ; who appeared in 
glory, and spake of his decease which he was about to 
accomplish at Jerusalem.' When Peter and the others 
were fully awake, ' they saw his glory and the two men 
(Suo avhpa^) that stood with him. And it came to pass, 
as they were parting from him, Peter said unto Jesus, 
Master, it is good for us to be here ; and let us make 
three tabernacles ; one for thee, and one for Moses, and 
one for Elijah : not knowing what he said. And while 
he said these things there came a cloud, and over- 
shadowed them . . . and a voice came out of the cloud, 
saying. This is my son, my chosen : hear ye him.' To 
this episode Mr. Harris might reasonably apply the 
test of the * highly evolved prophetic gnosis ; ' but in any 
case, the view that the two men of the fragment are in- 
tended to represent Moses and Elijah — the law and the 
prophets — ^who had so short a time before ' spoken of 
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liis decease which he was about to accompUsh in 
Jerusalem/ and who now came, in stature reaching to 
the heavens, but less than his which rose above the 
heavens, and conducted Jesus the Christ forth from the 
tomb, in which that decease had been fulfilled, is in the 
highest degree probable. Much more might be said 
regarding this, but too much time has already been 
devoted to the point. 

The second application of Mr. Harris's test is to the 
sealing of the stone at the sepulchre with seven seals. 
The Gospel of Peter simply states that the stone was 
sealed with seven seals, and Mr. Harris endeavours to 
find some abstruse meaning in the statement, which 
is peculiar to the fragment in so far as the number of 
seals is concerned. Where did Peter get the idea? 
Mr. Harris says, first from Zechariah iii. 9 : ' For behold 
the stone that I have set before Joshua; upon one stone 
are seven eyes; behold I will engrave the graving 
thereof, saith the Lord of hosts ; ' and the name Joshua 
is the Hebrew equivalent of Jesus. A reference is also 
made by the Fathers of the second century to passages 
to prove that Christ was the stone (of stumbling to the 
Jews, but the corner stone to believers). ' Justin recog- 
nised Christ in the stone cut out without hands, of 
which Daniel speaks ; in the stone which Jacob set for 
his pillow, and which he anointed with oil ; in the stone 
on which Moses sat in the battle with Amalek,' and the 
like. ' Bearing in mind that there was an early ten- 
dency to connect the language of the " Branch " passage 
writh the resurrection, we can see that the interpretation 
took a second form, viz. to regard the stone before the 
face of Jesus as a prophecy of the stone which closed 
the tomb in the evangelic story/ There is evidence, 
Mr. Harris says, that the seven eyes .were early inter- 
preted by Biblical Targumists to mean seven seals. 
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We need not be surprised, then, that the Peter Gospel speaks of 
the stone as sealed with seven seals ; it is an attempt to throw the 
story into closer parallelism with Zechariah, no doubt for polemic 
purposes against the Jews. That he uses the curious word eirixpt trav, 
which we are obliged, from the exigencies of language, to translate- 

* they smeared ' or * plastered ' seven seals, but which to the writer 
meant much the same as if he were to say, * they on-christed seven* 
seals,' is due to the lurking desire to make a parallel with Christ and 
the stone directly, and with the anointed pillar of Jacob. The 
stone has a chrism. . . . But this is not all ; in Zechariah (iv. 10) 
there is a passage, Hhey shall see the plummet in the hand of 
Zerubbabel,' but in the Septuagint it runs, * they shall see the tin- 
stone.' How is this to be connected with the ' stone before the face 
of Joshua or Jesus') The answer is found in the pages of the 
Peter Gospel : * a great crowd came from Jerusalem and the neigh- 
bourhood to see the tomb which had been sealed,^ It only remains to- 
identify the stone which they saw with the tin-stone. Symmachus- 
retranslated the Hebrew word for * tin ' as if it came from the root 
which means ' to separate or divide,' and in the Gospel of Peter,. 

* the stone which had been laid on the door of the tomb withdrew 
(or separated) gradually ' {kirtyutpritTe. vapa ftepo^), 

' The " plummet " of Zerubbabel/ Mr. Harris trium- 
phantly concludes, ' is used by Peter to make history 
square with prophecy.' ^ 

Now again the general remark has to be made that,, 
in order to convict Peter of a late date, Mr. Harris 
takes all this ' highly evolved gnosis ' wherever he can 
find it, without consideration of epochs, and in some 
parts upon mere personal conjecture. He even con- 
fesses that he does not know the date of the translation 
of Symmachus, which he nevertheless uses as an argu- 
ment. He observes, himself, that it is 'a little awkward *" 
that the stone, which at one time represents Jesus, has 
to be treated in the same breath as before the face of 
Jesus. The terribly complicated and involved process, 
by which it is suggested that the author of the Gospel 
according to Peter evolved a detail so apparently simple 

* L.C. pp. 221 ff. 
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as the sealing of the sepulchre with seven seals, is 
difficult enough to follow, and must have been still 
more diflScult to invent, but in his anxiety to assign a 
late date to the fragment, Mr. Harris forgets that, if 
the number seven is evidence of it, a large part of the 
New Testament must be moved back with the frag- 
ment. The Synoptics are full of it,^ but it is quite 
sufficient to point to the Apocalypse, which has this 
typical number in almost every chapter : the message 
to the seven churches ; the seven spirits before the 
throne ; the seven golden candlesticks ; the seven stars ; 
seven lamps of fire burning ; seven angels ; seven 
trumpets ; seven thunders ; the dragon with seven 
heads, and seven diadems ; the seven angels with seven 
plagues ; the woman with seven heads, and so on. 
The most striking and apposite instance, which Mr. 
Harris indeed does not pass over, but mentions as 
having ' a curious and suggestive connection ' and ' every 
appearance of being ultimately derived from the lan- 
guage of Zechariah,' ^ is the Book which is close sealed 
with seven seals, and the Lamb standing as though it 
had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, 
which are seven spirits of God, which is found worthy 
to take the book and open the seals.^ Instead of giving 
the author of the fragment, who does not make the 
sUghtest claim to it, credit for so extraordinary a feat 
of synthetic exegesis, is it not more simple and probable 
that he used the number seven as a mere ordinary 
symbol of completeness? but if more than this be 
deemed requisite, and the detail has a deeper mystical 
sense, he can only be accused of ' highly evolved pro- 
phetic gnoses,' in company with the author of the 

' E.g, Matt. xii. 45 ; xv. 34, 87 ; xxii. 25 f. ; Mark viii. 6, 8 ; xii. 20 flf. ; 
xvi. 9 ; Luke ii. 86 ; viii. 2 ; xi. 26 ; xx. 29 f. 
2 L.C. p. 222. » Ajpoc. V. 1 fif. 
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Apocalypse and other canonical books, and this still 
gives him a position in the same epoch with them, more 
than which, probably, no one demands. 

Another instance may be rapidly disposed of. The 
writer of Peter, Mr. Harris aflGirms, was not ignorant of 
the gnosis of the Cross wrought out by the Fathers 
from the Old Testament, on the ' Wood ' and the ' Tree.' 
One passage at which they laboured heavily is in 
Habakkuk ii. 11 : ' The stone cries out of the wall, and 
the cross-beam answers back to it.' Mr. Harris pro- 
ceeds : 

Now the author of the Peter Gospel has been at work on the 
passage ; he wishes to make the cross talk, and not only talk, but 
answer back ; accordingly, he introduces a question : ' Hast thou 
preached to them that are asleep 1 ' and the response is heard from 
the cross, ' Yea.' As far as I can suspect, the first speaker is Christ, 
the Stone ; and the answer comes from the Cross, the Wood. It is 
then the Cross that has descended into Hades. But perhaps this 
is pressing the writer's words a little too far.* 

Is it not also pressing the writer's thoughts a little 
too far to suggest such trains of childish interpretation 
as the origin of all his characteristic representations ? 
Mr. Harris, by way of bringing the charge nearer to 
Peter, says that the passage of Habakkuk ^ is quoted 
by Barnabas, though no doubt from a corrupted text, 
with a positive assertion that the Cross is here intimated 
by the prophet.' ^ This is not so. The passage in 
Barnabas (xii.) reads : ' He dej&neth concerning the 
Cross in another prophet, who saith : " And when shall 
these things be accomplished ? saith the Lord. When- 
soever a tree shall be bended and stand upright, and 
whensoever blood shall drop from a tree." Again thou 
art taught concerning the cross and him that was to he 
crucified.' This is not a quotation from Habakkuk, 

» i^.c. p. 224. 2 Ibid. 
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but from 4 Esdras v. 5. This is, however, not of much 
importance. It is of greater moment to observe that 
Mr. Harris, in applying this test, is only able to ' sus- 
pect ' that, in this episode in Peter, the speaker who 
asks the question is Christ the ' stone,' and the answer 
from the cross, the ' wood ; ' but as the first ' speaker ' 
is a voice ' out of the heavens,' it is diflScult to connect 
it with 'Christ the Stone,' to whom the question is 
actually addressed. According to this, he puts the 
question to himself. Such exegesis, applied to almost 
any conceivable statement, might prove almost any 
conceivable hypothesis. 

The next instance requires us to turn to a passage 
in Amos (viii. 9-10, LXX) : ' And it shall come to pass 
in that day, saith the Lord God, that the sun shall set 
at midday, . . . and I will turn your feasts into wailing 
and all your songs to lamentation, and I will lay sack- 
cloth on all loins, and baldness on every head ; and I 
will set him as the wailing for the beloved, and those 
that are with him as a day of grief.' With it, we are 
told, must be taken the parallel verse in which Zechariah 
{xiv. 6, 7) predicts a day in which Hhere shall be no 
light, but cold and frost . ■. . but towards evening 
there shall be light.' This was one of the proofs with 
early Christians of the events which happened at the 
crucifixion, and St. Cyprian, for instance, quotes it. It 
is also quoted in the sixth Homily of the Persian 
Father Aphrahat against the Jews. *The Gospel of 
Peter did not apparently possess the gnosis in such a 
liighly evolved form as this,' but works on the same 
lines. Mr. Harris then quotes passages from the frag- 
ment, which we shall give after him, with his inserted 
comments, but as he does not mark the intervals which 
occur between them, we shall take the liberty of in- 
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Berting the verses from which they are taken between 
brackets. 

15. It was mid -day and darkness over all the land of Judaea 
... 22. then the sun shone out, and it was found to be the ninth 
hour [cU evening time it shall he light] ; 23. and the Jews rejoiced 
... 25. and the Jews began to wail [/ tvill tv/rn your feasts into 
mourning]. ... 26. We also were fasting and sitting down (i.e. 
sitting on the ground in sackcloth ^) ; [I will lay sackcloth on all 
Unns]. 50. Mary Magdalene had not done at the tomb as women 
are wont to do over their dead beloveds, so she took her friends with 
her to wail [/ will set him as the Wailing for the Beloved]. 

The writer is, therefore, drawing on the details of prophecy, aa 
suggested by the current testimonies against the Jews, and most 
likely on a written gnosis involving these testimonies. That he 
veils his sources simply shows that he is not one of the first brood 
of anti-Jewish preachers. If he had been early, he would not have 
been artificial or occult.^ 

Now, as before, Mr. Harris uses the eccentricities of 
a gnosis which he does not prove to have existed at 
the time the fragment may have been written and, for 
instance, he quotes St. Cyprian, who wrote in the 
second half of the third century, and the Persian Father 
Aphrahat, also a writer long after the Gospel of Peter 
was composed, and his remark that the writer ' did not 
apparently possess the gnosis in so highly evolved a 
form ' as Aphrahat, is not so much an admission in his 
favour as to prepare the reader to be content with 
inferior evidence. The test, however, quite as much 
applies to our Gospels as to the Gospel of Peter. In 
the previous working, of which the fragment says 
nothing, those who pass *wag their heads' and rail, 
in each of the Synoptics, in a jubilant way. The first 
Synoptic says (xxvii. 45 f.) *Now from the sixth hour 
there was darkness over all the land until the ninth 

* This is not expressed in the text, which Mr. Harris rather strains- 
for his purpose. The correct reading is : * We were fasting, and we sat 
mourning and weeping/ kol €Ka6€C6fi(3a nevBovvres kqI KKaiovrts. 

2 L.c. pp. 224 f. 



Digitized by VjOOQI^ 



THE FRAGMENT AND PROPHETIC GNOSIS 123^ 

hour.' The centurion and those who were watching- 
' feared exceedingly.' In Mark (xv. 33) there also ' wa&^ 
darkness over the whole earth until the ninth hour,'' 
but in Luke (xxiii. 44 f.) the resemblance is still more 
marked. The darkness comes over the whole earth 
from the sixth until the ninth hour, Hhe sun's light 
failing.' (48) ' And all the multitudes that came together 
to this sight, when they beheld the things that were 
done, returned smiting their breasts' In the fourth 
Gospel (xx. 11), Mary goes to the tomb weeping. We 
shall have more to say regarding the Gospels presently,, 
but here we need only remark that, whether in exactly 
the same way or not, the 'highly evolved prophetic- 
gnosis ' has certainly done its work in all of them. In 
this respect, the Gospel of Peter merely takes its place 
with the rest. 

There is only one other instance to be noticed here. 
It refers to some of the details which the writer of the 
fragment introduces into the mockery which precedes^ 
the crucifixion. Some of the mockers * prick' Jesus 
with a reed ; others spat on his eyes. This, Mr. Harris- 
says, is connected with a view early taken regarding a 
change of Jewish feasts. In the Epistle of Barnabas,, 
there is the best exposition of the doctrine that the 
Feast should be turned into mourning and the Passover 
at which Jesus suffered should be treated as if it had 
been the Day of Atonement. In Barnabas, the ritual 
of the great day is discussed in detail, and the rules of 
procedure for the Priests and the People, apparently 
taken, Mr. Harris thinks, from a Greek handbook, prove 
a variety of local usage such as would not have been 
suspected from the Scripture, read apart from the rest 
of the literature of the time. The ' unwashed inwards * 
of one goat, offered at the fast for all sins, are to be 
eaten by the priests alone, with vinegar, while the 
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people fast and wail in sackcloth and ashes. This goat 
is one of two over which lot is cast on the Day of 
Atonement ; the other is the scape-goat, Azazel, which, 
according to Barnabas, was to be treated with con- 
tumely, and sent away into the wilderness : ' All of you 
fipit on him, and prick him, and put the scarlet wool 
on his head,' &c. Now the two goats both represent 
Christ, according to Barnabas, 'who twists these written 
regulations into prophecies of the first and second 
Advents, and of the details of the Passion.' 

The mention of vinegar to be eaten with the bitter portion of 
the goat, suggested the words of the Psalm : * Gall for my meat 
and vinegar for my drink ; ' the command to spit on the goat and 
prick (or pierce) him [which ill-usage, by the way, the Talmud 
admits to have been the practice of the Alexandrian Jews], is inter- 
preted by Barnabas to be a type or a prophecy of Christ * set at 
naught and pierced and spat on.' Is there any trace of the gnosis 
of the two goats in Peter ? If we may judge from the conjunction 
of the words in the account of the Mockery, there is a decided 
trace : * Others stood and spat on his eyes . . . others pricked him 
with a reed ; ' it is Christ as the goat Azazel. 

Mr. Harris quotes *an almost contemporary SibyUist, 
* They shall prick his side with a reed, according to their 
law;' and he continues: 'If the Sybillist is quoting 
Peter, he is also interpreting him, and his interpretation 
is, they shall prick him, as is done to the goat Azazel.* 

To make Peter responsible for the ideas or inter- 
pretations of the Sybillist is a little hard. However, 
let us examine this matter. It is to be observed that 
the only innovation in Peter, regarding the spitting, is 
the expression that they ' spat upon his eyes ' instead of 
simply ' upon him,' or ' in his face,' as in the Gospels ; 
but upon this nothing turns* The point is not even 
mentioned; so it may be dismissed. Eegarding the 
reed, Peter says they * pierced ' him with it, instead of 
■* smote him ' with it. Let us leave the ' piercing ' aside 
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for the moment. In all other respects, the contumely 
is the same in the Gospels. Before the high priest, in 
Matthew and Mark (Matt. xxvi. 67, Mark xiv. 65), they 
spit in his face and buffet him, and smite him with the 
palms of their hands; and in Luke (xxii. 63 f) they 
mock and beat him and revile him. It is curious that, 
according to the second Synoptist, all this was foretold, 
for he makes Jesus say (x. 33 f.): 'Behold, we go up 
to Jerusalem ; and the Son of man shall be delivered 
unto the chief priests and the scribes : and they shall 
condemn him to death, and shall deliver him unto the 
Gentiles : and they shaU mock him, and shall spit upon 
him, and shaU scourge him, and shaU kill him, and after 
three days he shall rise again.' After the trial before 
Pilate, in Mark (xv. 17 ff.), they put on him a purple 
robe, and the crown of thorns on his head, and a reed 
in his hand, and spit upon him, and take the reed and 
smite him on the head. In Peter, likewise, they clothe 
him in purple, put on his head the crown of thorns, 
spit upon his eyes, smite him on the cheeks, and pierce 
him with a reed. 

What difference is there here except the mere 
piercing? Yes! there is a difference, for Mr. Harris 
has forgotten to refer to the scarlet wool put on 
the goat Azazel. There is nothing in Peter which 
corresponds with the scarlet wool. The robe that is 
put upon Jesus is purple. Now Barnabas, in the 
chapter from which Mr. Harris quotes all these passages, 
finds this point of the ' scarlet wool ' fulfilled in Jesus : 
* For they shall see him in that day wearing the long 
scarlet robe about his flesh.' ^ But if we look in the 
first Synoptic we also find this, for we read (xxvii. 28) : 
' And they stripped him, and put on him a scarlet robe ' 
(xXa/xv8a kokklvtjv). The mere detail of piercing with 

^ Barnabas, 7. 
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the reed instead of smiting with it is trifling compared 
with this, and in all essential points Mr. Harris's test 
more fitly applies to the first Synoptic than to Peter, 
And equally so to the other two. 

As for the piercing with the reed, however, we have 
only to turn to the fourth Gospel, and we find its 
counterpart (xix. 34) where one of the soldiers with a 
«pear pierced the side of Jesus. Why ? (36) ' That the 
Scripture might be fulfilled. ..." They shall look on 
him whom they pierced." ' Here is the ' highly evolved 
prophetic gnosis ' without any disguise. If one writer 
prefer to fulfil one part of Scripture, the other may 
select another without much difference in standing. 
Even Mr. Harris admits that Hhe gnosis on which 
Barnabas works is ultimately based on the same passage' 
as that quoted as fulfilled in the fourth Gospel ^ ; then 
what distinction of date is possible when both apply 
the same gnosis based on the same texts ? 

^ L,c. p. 226. 
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XI 

We have now discussed practically all the test 
instances advanced by Mr. Eendel Harris, and the 
result at which we arrive is, that he has not succeeded 
in proving that the Gospel of Peter betrays such traces 
of a * highly evolved prophetic gnosis ' as require us to 
assign to it a later date than the canonical Gospels. If 
this system of elaborate and perverted ingenuity were 
applied to these Gospels, as it has been to the fragment, 
and every kind of false exegesis, childish reasoning, 
and wild interpretation, such as was current amongst 
the Fathers, brought forward to explain the construc- 
tion of the four canonical works, the consequence 
would be terribly surprising to pious readers. That 
this exegesis began early is quite undeniable, and it is 
not too much to say that it is palpably visible on the 
very surface of most of the books of the New Testa- 
ment. It had, as Mr. Harris must admit and does 
admit, practical effect on the composition of the Gospels 
as they have come down to us, but it is fuUy displayed 
in some of the Epistles of Paul, still more in those 
passing under his name, is supreme in the Epistle 
to the Hebrews, and as for the Acts, the Apostles are, 
from the very opening, made to express the highly 
evolved prophetic gnosis of the author. We do not, 
of course, argue that the writer of the fragment is 
free from it, but metely that he shares it equally with 
the other Evangelists, however much their canonicity. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



128 THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO PETER 

derived from the very Fathers who are steeped in this 
gnosis, may protect them from Mr. Harris's dangerous 
attack. Without going into an explanation of the 
genesis of various important points in the story, which 
would require a volume, we may just glance at some of 
the points at which the Evangelists frankly declare the 
source of the gnosis, and allow the process to be seen. 
Let us take for instance the first Synoptic. The 
events previous to the birth of Jesus (i. 18 ff.) take 
place ' that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by 
the Lord through the prophet, saying. Behold, the 
virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son. 
And they shall call his name Immanuel,' and it is only 
an illustration of the naivete of the period that two 
verses further on they call the son, not Immanuel, but 
Jesus. The chief priests and scribes inform Herod 
(ii. 5 f.) that the Christ should be born in Bethlehem of 
Judaea, because it was written by the prophet : ' And 
thou Bethlehem, land of Judah, Art in no wise least 
among the princes of Judah : For out of thee shall 
come forth a governor. Which shall be shepherd of my 
people Israel.' Joseph takes the young child and his 
mother into Egypt (ii. 15 f.), ' that it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, 
saying. Out of Egypt did I call my son.' Herod slays 
all the male children in Bethlehem and in all the borders 
thereof (ii. 16 f.) and ' then was fulfilled that which was 
spoken through Jeremiah the prophet, saying, A voice 
was heard in Eamah, Weeping and great mourning, 
Eachel weeping for her children,' &c. On returning 
from Egypt they settle in Galilee, in a city called Naza- 
reth (ii. 23), 'that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 
by the prophets, that he should be called a Nazarene.' 
John the Baptist comes preaching ' in the wilderness ' 
(iii. 1 f.), 'for this is he that was spoken of by Isaiah 
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the prophet, saying, The voice of one crying in the 
wilderness,' &c. The temptation of Jesus in the 
wilderness is based upon three texts : (iv. Iff.)' Man 
shall not live by bread alone,' &c. ; ' He shall give his 
angels charge concerning thee,' &c., and * Thou shalt 
worship the Lord thy God,' &c. When John is de- 
livered up (iv. 12 ff.) Jesus leaves Nazareth and dwells 
* in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the borders of 
Zebulun and Naphtali : that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying, The land 
of Zebulun and the land of NaphtaU, toward the sea, 
beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles, the people 
which sat in darkness saw a great light, and to them 
which sat in the region and shadow of death, to them 
did light spring up.' In the episode of John in prison 
sending his disciples to Jesus (xi. 2 ff.), the whole reply 
is based indirectly on prophetic gnosis, and the v. 10 
directly : * This is he, of whom it is written. Behold, 
I send my messenger before thy face. Who shall prepare 
thy way before thee," ' and v. 14, ' And if ye are willing 
to receive it, this is EUjah, which is to come.' When 
the Pharisees take counsel to destroy him (xii. 14 f.), 
and Jesus withdraws, healing the sick and enjoining 
them that they should not make him known, it is * that 
it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the 
prophet, saying, Behold my servant,' &c. There is 
an exhibition of ' highly evolved prophetic gnosis ' (xii. 
39 ff.) when a sign is asked for, and the sign of Jonah 
the prophet is given, ' for as Jonah was three days and 
three nights in the belly of the whale, so shall the Son 
of man be three days and three nights in the heart of 
the earth,' a gnosis which helped to shape the represen- 
tation of the entombment. The speaking in parables 
is justified, not originated (xiii. 14 f.), as a fulfilment of 
the prophecy of Isaiah, ' By hearing ye shall hear, and 

K 
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shall in no wise understand,' &c., and {v, 35) ^I will 
open my mouth in parables/ &c. Of course, as Mr. 
Harris says, * no sane person would take St. Matthew's 
quotation as the cause of the Sermon on the Mount, or 
the parabolic discourse ; ' ^ but, as he admits, the 
prophetic passages were in the author's mind, and are 
amongst ' the first faint shadows cast by the prophecy 
[?j upon the history,' and they certainly led to the 
representation that those who heard the parabolic 
teaching, and notably the disciples, did not under- 
stand the most luminous discourses, and required 
a private explanation of the clearest allegories. The 
entry into Jerusalem (xxi. 2 f.) is arranged ' that it 
might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, 
saying. Tell ye the daughter of Zion, Behold, thy 
King cometh unto thee, meek, and riding upon an ass, 
and upon a colt the foal of an ass ; ' and the writer, 
not appreciating the duplication of Hebrew poetry, is 
literal enough to relate {v, 2) that Jesus tells the 
disciples they shall find ' an ass tied, and a colt with 
her,' which they are to bring, and {v. 7) ' they brought 
the ass and the colt, and put on them their garments ; 
and he sat upon them ' {hrwo} avrSit/) : a representation 
which has ever since given much trouble to pious com- 
mentators. It is not difficult to see that the ' cleansing 
of the temple' (xxi. 12 f.) takes place because 'it is 
written. My house shall be called a house of prayer, 
but ye make it a den of robbers.' The trials when 
'the abomination of desolation (xxi v. 16 f.), which 
was spoken of by Daniel the prophet,' is seen ' standing 
in the holy place {let him that readeth understand)^ is an 
example of the prophetic gnosis. The preparation for 
the passion commences (xxvi. 2), 'Ye know that after 
two days the passover cometh, and the Son of man is de- 

» Jj,c. pp. 816 f. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



MATTHEW AND PROPHETIC GNOSIS 131 

livered up to be crucified.' Jesus is represented (?;. 31) 
as saying to the disciples : * All ye shall be offended in 
me this night : for it is written, I will smite the 
shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered 
abroad ; ' and the curious phrase which follows is worth 
consideration : ' But after I am raised up, I will go 
before you into Galilee,' which seems to have slipped in 
here out of its place. The events which take place at 
the arrest, and their coming out with swords and staves 
as against a robber to take him (xxvi. 66), ^ All this 
is come to pass that the Scriptures of the prophets 
might be fulfilled;' and Jesus could not pray for 
legions of angels to help him, for {v. 66), ' How then 
could the Scriptures be fulfilled?' The conduct of 
Judas after he had betrayed his master, when he took 
back the pieces of silver, the price of his betrayal, to 
the priests (xxvii. 3 f.), fulfils * that which was spoken 
by Jeremiah the prophet, saying. And they took the 
thirty pieces of silver, the price of him that was priced, 
whom certain of the children of Israel did price ; and 
they gave them for the potter's field, as the Lord 
appointed me.' 
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XII 

This need not be further pursued, however, though the 
principle applies quite as much to the other Gospels. 
Only one passage may be quoted from the last chapter 
of the third Synoptic. Jesus, when he appears to 
the disciples, after the episode of the fish to prove that 
he is not a spirit, but himself with flesh and bones 
(xxiv. 36 f.), is represented as saying : 

These are my words which I spake unto you, while I was yet 
with you, how tUat all things must needs be fulfilled, which are 
written in the law of Moses, and the prophets, and the psalms, con- 
cerning me. Then opened he their mind, that they might under- 
stand the Scriptures ; and he said unto them, Thus it is written 
that the Christ should suffer, and rise again from the dead the third 
day : and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached 
in his name unto all the nations. 

This is a direct justification of the gnosis, and it is no 
wonder that we find St. Sylvia, some centuries later, 
recording the concrete principle upon which Gospel 
history is written : ' Nothing took place which had not 
been previously foretold, and nothing had been foretold 
which had not obtained its fulfilment.' 

In so far as the Gospel according to Peter is 
concerned, • the impartial verdict must be : It is 
neither better nor worse than the more fortunate 
works which have found a safe resting-place within 
the Canon of the Church. It is almost impossible 
now to judge of these works as we judge the frag- 
ment. Centuries of reverence, and individual habit 
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of hearing their contents with docility and with bated 
criticism, have rendered most of us incapable of judging 
the effect which a good part of their contents would 
make upon us if, like the fragment of Akhndm, they 
had been freshly discovered yesterday. There is no 
canonical glamour to veil its shortcomings, and it must 
not be forgotten that, in this short fragment, we have 
none of those parts of the Gospel, such as the Sermon 
on the Mount and some of the parables, which contain 
so much noble teaching and render the literature so 
precious. Then, as we have before pointed out, the 
canonical Gospels, in their greater circulation and in 
the process of reception by the Church, secured a 
gradual revision which might have smoothed away any 
roughness from the Gospel of Peter had it been equally 
fortunate. The three Synoptic Gospels are so closely 
dependent on each other, or on the same sources, as to 
be practically one work ; and although this renders 
all the inore remarkable certain indications of selection, 
some of which we have pointed out, it nevertheless limits 
our acquaintance with early belief. It is the merit 
of the fragment that it presents considerable variation 
in the original sources, and shows us the fluidity of the 
early reports of that which was supposed to take place 
during the period which it embraces. We have in it a 
primitive and less crystallised form of the Christian 
tradition. 
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ETATTEAION RATA HETPON 

1 ... tS)p 8c *Iov8aLa)P ovSels ipv^aTO ras xelpa^y 
ovhk *Hp<p87i^ ovS' €19 Tcii/ KpiTfov avTOv ' Kot fiTj fiovkyj' 

2 6€mo}v vi\jfao-0aL dveo-rri IlevXaTo^. /cat t6t€ KeXevei 
*Hp(fi8nf)^ 6 ftaciKev^ 7rapa\7)iJL<l>07JPaL top Kvpuov^ elTTOivS 
avTOi? oTi "^Oaa iKikevca vpHv iroir)(rai avroJ, TrotT^craTc. 

3 'Io-ttJkcl §€ €/c€t ^Ia)orri(l> 6 <^tXo9 ITctXarov /cat tov 
KvpioVj KoX 6tSa)9 oTt oTavpicKeiv avrov ficXXovciP^ ^kda/^ 
wpo^ TOP UetkaTOP /cat yTTjo-e to o-oijLta toS Kvpiov wpo^ 

4 ra(ly}jp. /cat o ITctXaTo? Triiiilfa^ wpb^ 'HpcoSyjp yrrjacp }0 
6 avrov TO o-oi/xa. /cat o 'Hp^Sry? €<^ '-^ScXc^c ITctXarc, €t 

/cat /X7^ Tt9 auToi' yrrJKei, 'qfiel^ avrop iddwroiiep, iirel 
/cat (rdftfiaTOP iwufxiaKei ' yiypamai yap iv t£ y6iia> 

rjXlOP [JLTJ BvPat CTTt 7r€^0P€Vfl€P(p, 

6 Kat wapeSiOKCP ainrop r^ XaoJ irpo /xias rSiP dt^vyLtap^ '^^{S^ 
ioprfj^ avTCJP. oi Sc kafiopre^ top KvpiQP cjOovp avTOP 
Tp€)(OPT€^, KoX eXeyop Svpctifiep top vu>p tov ^€o5, t^ovciap 

7 avToC iayyjKOTe^. koI 7rop(l>vpap avTOP TrepiefiaXXop, /cat 
e/cadtcrav avTOP iirl KaOihpap KpCaeoD^, \eyoPTes At/cauus 

8 Kplp€, fiaaikev tov ^Icpaijk. /cat Tt9 ainrSiP IpeyKiop^o 

9 aT^(f>apop OLKapdiPOP eOrjKep cttI rfjs /c€<^aXi79 tov Kvpiov . 
/cat erepOL ioTcoTes iviitTvop avTov Tat? oxj/eaL, /cat dXXot 
ras ciayopa^ avTov ipaTncop* erepoL Ka\dfi(o cpvccop 
avTOPi /cat TiP€^ avTOP ifido^dfip XeyoPTe^ Tavrg Ty TLfiy 
TLiiTJa-cofiep TOP vlop TOV deov. V^ 

10 Kat rjpeyKOP 8vo /ca/cov/)yov9, /cat iaTavpaxrop dpd 
fiicop avToip TOP Kvpiop* avT09 8c co-tcy^ra, a>9 /Jirjhep 
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11 wovov exfov. KOLL 0T€ &pOiaa'aa^ rov oTavpov, iTreypaiffaa^ 

12 art OSto^ ioTu^ 6 fiaciXcv^ rov ^la-parjK. koX reOeucore^ 
ra hfhviLara ipmpoo'dev ainov Si^cpia'ajn'Oj kou XaxfihvZo 

15 ifiaXov hr avroi^, eh Be rt9 r&v KaKOvpytov eKeiviov 
cui'ctSurcv aurovs Xeycov 'H/iel^ Bia ra Kam a eirovrfaofLev 
ovToi Treirovdafia^j oZto% Se (rtorrip yei^o/ievo^ tZv avOpcjinov 

14 tC rjBCfcria'ep ipJoL^; koX ayoj^aicnja'ame^ eir avr^ ciccXevcrou^, 
Iva fi^ a-KekoKOirqd^^ onta^ ^aa-aa^iipiiei/o^ airoOdvoL 6 ^ 

1^ "^Hv Be fietrrffifipCoLf ical (tkoto^ Kareaxe iraaay rriv 
^lovBaiav* koX idopv/Sovvro^ koL -qycjvicjv fiij ttotc 6 
7J\u}^ eBv, eirei^ ert e^rf ' yeypairrai yap avrots i^Xioi' pLTj 

16 Bvvai €irt ire^oveviieifff. kol Tt9 avr&v ehrev norUrare 

17 avTOP xoX^v fiera o^ov^ ' koX Kepao-ojne^ liroTio-av. ical^K> 
eTrhjptoo'aj^ TraarrOj kox erekeuao'av Kara tJ}9 ic€^aX^9 

18 avroiv ra ayiapTrifiara. irepirjpxpvTo Bk ttoXXoI fiera 
\vyyiav^ vofii^otne^ ori, wf cotiv [twc? 8c] hrea-amo. 

19 icat o Kvpio^ avefi&qo'e Xeyoiv 'H BvvofiU i^ov, 17 Bwafii^ 

20 icarcXet^a^ fic* icat ctTro)!' avek'q(f}0r). kol avrrj^ &pa^^^ 
Biepdyrf to icaraireracr/Aa rov i/ao5 rfj^ ^lepovo'aX'qfJL 
619 Svo. 

21 Kal Tore aneoirao-ay rov^ 17X0V9 airo r&v xeLp&v rov 
Kvpiov^ Kal edyjKoi^ avrov em rfj^ yfj^* Kal -^ yrj 

22 iracra ccrcto-ft;, Kal ^ofio^ fteyas eyo'cro, totc ^Xto?'^ 
28 ekapA\fe kox evprjOi] &pa ei^drrj. exapTjcav Be 01 'lovSatoc 

icat ScScS/cao-t t^ *I<o(rfi(l> to acifia avrov Iva ainrb ddxjrg, 

24 OT€t8^ deaa-dfiepo^ Tjv oca dyada eTTOwycrcv. XaficDP Be 
Tov Kvpiov ekovce /cat elkria-e awBovt, /cat eia-TJyayev eh ^ _ 
tStoi' Td(f>ov KoXoviievov Kyjirov *I(aaiij(f>. ^ 

25 Tore ol *IovSatot /cat ot Trpecfivrepoi, /cat ot t€/>€t9, 
yv6vTe% olov KaKov cavrot? eTroiTja-av, TJpiatno Komeo'dax 
/cat Xeycti' Ovat rats dftaprtats 17/xaii' • Tfyyicev 17 KpCa-i^ 

26 icat TO TcXo9 ^lepovcahjii. eyoi 8c /Jtcra t5i^ eraCpcjp 
fiov ikvTTOVfiTjv^ Kal TeTpwfievoL Kara Bidvoiav eKpvfio- ^^ 
fieda* e^yiTovfieda yap vtt avroiv a»9 KaKovpyoi icat C09 

27 Toi/ vaov OeKovre^ ifiTrpfja-a^ eirl Be tovtol^ naLaiP 
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onjoTevofiePj koL iKaOe^o/ieda Trevdovvre^ koX Kkaiovre^ 
vvKTo^ Kol ruiipa^ Sm? rov a-afifiaTov. 

28 Svva)(d€i/T€^ 8c ol ypafifiaTei^ /cat iapiaaxoi koXI^^ 
TTpeafivTepoi TTpo% oXXt^Xovs, d/covcrai/rcs on 6 Xao9 aira^ 
yoyyv^et /cat Komerai ra cmjOrj Xeyoi/re^ on Ei Tip 
6avdT(a avTov Tavra ra /leyto-Ta arrjfieLa yeyovev^ tScrc 

29 on TTOcov 8t/cato9 ianv* i(f)o^Tj07)(rav ot wpecfivrepoL, 
/cat ^X^oi/ 77/009 IleiXaTOv SeofievoL avTOv koL keyovre^ ^^ 

80 IIapaSo9 i7/i.ti/ oT/oartcoTa?, t^a <^vXa^c<>[fL€i/] to fivrjfia 
avTov iwl T/oct9 Tjfiipw;^ firjirore i\66vT€^ ot iMadrjTal avTOV 
KKeil/oDo-iv avTOP /cat viroXdlSri 6 Xao? ort €/c PCKpcop dpearr), 

81 /cat TTOuqa-coo-iv r)pXv /ca/ca. 6 8c nctXaT09 TrapaSeScoKev 
avrot9 IlerpdvLov top KePTvpUopa fierd or/oartcoTCLi/ <^v- 7 
Xao-o-cti^ Toi/ Td<f)OP. /cat o"vi/ avT0t9 '^X^oi/ irpea-fivTepoL 

82 /cat ypafi/iaTel^ iirl to fivfjiia. /cat /cvXto"arTC9 Xt^oi/ 
fieyap Kara tov K€PTvpC(OPos /cat Toii/ oTpancjTojp ofiov 
7rdpT€^ ot oi^C9 c/cct edrfKap enl rj} dvpa tov fiPijfiaTO^;. 

83 /cat hr€)(pia'ap kwrd (r(f)paylSa^, /cat a-KriprjP c/cct mj^aPTes ^(> 

84 c^vXafai/. irpwia^ 8c, iTTLijxjJO-KOPTO^ tov o"a)8)8aTov, 
'^X^cv o;(Xo9 aTTo *l€pov(raXriii /cat t^9 TT€pi\(i)pov Iva 
t8a)0't TO fLPr)fi^op ka'(f)payLa'ii€POP. 

86 T^ 8c ia;/cTt ^J irreijxtxrKep 17 /cvpta/cif, (f}v\a(ro-6pT0}p 

tS)p (TTpaTuaToip dpd Svo Bvo /caTa ^/oovpai/, fieydXrj^i'^ 

36 ^oiKij eyipero h t^ ovpop^. /cat ct8oi^ dpov)(6ipTa^ tov^ 
ovpapoi)^ /cat 8i;o dpBpa^ KaTtkOoPTa^ iK^W^p^ ttoXu 

37 <f)€yyos €)(OPTa^ /cat iyyia'aPTa^ t6> Ta<^o>. 6 8c Xt^09 
c/ccti'09 o fiefiXTjfiipo^ inl t^ 6vpa d(f>^ iavTOv /ci;Xi(r^ct9 
iirexcipTia-e irapd fiepo^j /cat 6 Td<f)o^ TiPovyq /cat dfi^OT^poi ^o 

88 ot peapiaKoi eiarjXdop. t8di^C9 oSi^ ot (TTpaTuaTai c/ccti/ot 
i^virPLO-ap top KCPrupicDPa /cat TOV9 Trp€(rl5vT€povs, wapTJa-op 

89 yo/) icat avTot {f^yXdaa-oPTes* /cat i^rjyovfiePiop avT(op a 
€t8op,7rd\u/ opaia-iP i^^KdoPTa^ dno tov Td^ov Tpn^ dpSpa^, 
/cat T0V9 8vo TOV &a vnopdovPTas, /cat cTavpop aKoXov-J^ 

40 dovPTa avT0t9 • icat tcSi^ /jio' 8vo T191/ KeifxArfP )(CDpovo-ap 
li€)(pL TOV ovpopov^ TOV 8c )(€Lpay<ayovfi€POV vtt avTcUp 

L 
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41 vw€pfiaii/ov(rap roif^ ovpauov^, koX (fxovrj^ rJKovot/ ck toIi/ 

42 ovpav(ov keyovoTj^ *Eicrjpvia^ tol^ KOLficDfiei/ot^ ; Kal xnraKorf 

43 riKovero aTTO tov aravpov on NaC. SwecKewrovTO ovv too 
dXkijXoi^ iK€LVOL awekOeip /cat ivifxa/ia-aL Tavra t£ UeiXdr^. 

44 /cat €Tt hiavoovfiei^oiv avTiav ff)aCvoyTaL TraXii/ avou)(6&n'€^ 
ot ovpavol /cat avdpcjiro^ Tt9 Karekdiov /cat eia'ekda)^ eU to 
fivrjficL 

45 Tavra ISovres ot irepl tov Ketrrvpiioi/a vvkto^ ea-ireva-aj^^^^ 
TT/oos JTctXaroi^, a<^cW€9 tov Ta<^oi/ ov iif^vkacaov, /cat 
i^yiyrjcavTo wdvTa awep ethov, aywviS)VT^^ /jtcyaXcws /cat 

46 Xcyoi/TC? ^AKifdia^ vtos '^i/ ^eoC. anoKpidei^ 6 JTctXaros 
€<^T7 'Eyw Kadapcvo) tov at/xaro9 toO vtoO toC deov^ vpAv 

47 Se Tovro iSo^ev. ctra Trpoa-tkOovrts irdvTt^ iheovro avTov "*^ 
/cat irapeKoiXow /ccXcCcrat t^ Kevrvpitavi Kal rots cTpaTuo- 

48 rat? firjhev elneiv a €t8oi/* crv/jK^epet ya/o, <f)aa'Cv, r/fiiv 
6(f)\7Ja'aL fieyiaTrjv dfiapTiav einrpoo'dep tov 0€Ov, /cat 
fLi7 ifiTTtativ ets X€ipa^ tov Xaov tS)v *IovhaLa)v /cat 

49 Xidaa-Orjvai, c/ccXcvo-ei^ ovi/ 6 ITctXaros roi KePTvpCtoPv ''^ 
/cat Tots CTpaTidiTai^ firfSev eiwelv. 

60 '^Opdpov 8c T179 Kvpiaidj^ MapLOLfi 17 MaySaXiyi/ij, 
fiadrJTpia tov Kvpiov {(l>o^ovfi€vr) Sta tou9 'louSatovs, 
cTTCtSi) icjAcyovTO vno Trj^ opy^s, ovk iwoCTjaev cttI tgJ 
fivijtMaTL TOV Kvplov a ^Ididtcav iroi^iv at yvi^at/c€S CTrti^o 

61 Totg dirodvtja'KOva'i /cat rots ayawtofievoi^ avrats*) Xa- 
fiovaa fic^* cavnj^ ''"^^ ^tXas '^X^c cttI to fivrjiieiov 

62 OTTOV ^i' TedcL^. /cat i^^ovvTO fir) Ihcjo'iv avras ot 
'lovSatot, /cat ekeyov Ei /cat /jit) cj/ iKeivy rg i7ft6p^ ^7 
icTavpcodrj ihvvijdTjfiep /cXaOcrat /cat Koxj/acdai, /cat vvvi^r 

63 CTTt TOU flPljfiaTO^ aVTOV 7roi,Tj(ra}ii€P TOVTa. Tt9 8c 

aTTo/cvX^o-ct ijfLti/ /cat roi^ Xt^oi^ tw TcOevTa CTt 7175 dvpa^ 
TOV iiv7jii€L0Vj Iva ct(rcX^ov(rat irapaKaOeaOoifiep avT(a 

64 /cat TTOLTJaoDfiev tol 6<f)€LKQfi€Pa ; iieycL^ yo-p Jjv 6 Xt^09, 
/cat <f>ofioviJL€0a [itj Tt9 i7ftas tSi;. /cat ct /x^ Sv^ctftc^ci, '^^ 
/c&i^ CTTt 7179 dvpa^ ^aXa)/Ltci/ a ^ipoiJL€P ct9 fivyjyLoavvirfv 
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avTOv, Kkav(TOii€v KoX KoiffOfxeda ecu? eXGwixev eU rov oXkov 

65 Kal aTTcKdovaai evpov tov rac^oi/ riv^(ayfi4vov * #cai 
wpocreKOova'aL irapiicv^av €*cci, koI opwara/ ckcI Tiva/JS' 
veavLCTKov Kade^ofia/ov iiia-fa rov rac^ov, wpalov kol 
TrepifiefiXrjiiivov a-roXrjv XaixTrpoTdTrjv^ ocrrt? c<^ aurai? 

66 Tl 7JX0aT€ ; riva ^rjTelre ; firj top arTavpwOema iKeiPOP ; 
dpecrryj kol aTrrjXdep • et 8e ixij tticttcvctc, irapatcvxlfare 
Koi rSare top towop epda €K€lto, otl ovk ecrrip • apearrj f¥o 

67 yap Kal dirrjXdep iKel oBcp dTreoTaiXr). rorc ai yvpaLKes 
<f>ofir)d€LcraL ^(^vyop. 

58 ^Hp hk TcXcvrata 17/xepa tS}p d^vficop^ kol ttoXXol ripes 
iiyjpXOPTO^ v7rocrTp€<f>oPT€s C15 rovs olkovs avrtop, r^s 

69 iopTTJs Travo-a/xenys. '^/xeis 8c ot 8cu8c/ca fJLadrjral rov l^!r 
Kvpiov iKXaiofxep Kal iXxmoviieda^ Kal Cfcaoro? Xvirovixepos 

60 8ta TO crvixfidp dTnjXXdyri els top oXkop aifTOv. iyo) Se 
SiiMCjp tlerpos Kal ^ApSpeas 6 a8€X<^ds /xov Xafiopres rjixcip 
rd Xipa dirrjXdaiiep C19 rrjp 6dXacr(Tav • Kal rjp crvp rjiup . , 
levels 6 70V *AX<fia(oVj op Kvpvos • • • 
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Vol. I.— The Hidden Life of our Lord. 3s, 6d, 
Vol. II — The Public Life of our Lord. 2 Parts. 5^. each. 
Vol. III.— The Suffering and Glorified Life, ss, 6d, 

SELF-RENUNCIATION. From the French. i6mo, 2s. 6d, 

NICHOLAS FERRAR : his Household and his Friends. With Portrait 
engraved after a Picture by Cornelius Janssen at Magdalene College, 
Cambridge. Crown Svo, 6s, 

COMMON PRAYER (THE BOOK OF). Edited and arranged 
for the use of Children. With Texts and Proverbs. Illustrated with 
Photographs. iSmo, y, 6d, 

Oompton.— THE ARMOURY OF PRAYER. A Book of Devo- 
tion. Compiled by the Rev. Berdmore Compton, M.A., sometime 
Vicar of All Saints*, Margaret Street. iSmo, y, 6d, 
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Oonybeare and iowBon.— THE LIFE AND EPISTLES OF 

ST. PAUL. By the Rev. W. J. Conybeare, M.A, and the Very Rev. 
J. S. HowsoN, D.D. With numerous Maps and Illustrations. 

Library Edition. Two Vols, 8w. 21J. 

Students* Edition. One VoL Crown Svo, 6s. 

Popular Edition. One Vol. Crown Svo. y. 6d. 

OopIeBton.— BUDDHISM— PRIMITIVE AND PRESENT IN 
MAGADHA and in CEYLON. By Reginald Stephen Cople- 
STON, D.D., Bishop of Colombo, President of the Ceylon Branch of the 
Royal Asiatic Society. ^0, l6s, 

Drake. — HISTORY OF THE CHURCH UNDER THE 
ROMAN EMPIRE, a.d. 30-476. By the Rev. A. D. Crake, B.A, 
Author of * Edwy th« Fair,' etc. etc. Crown Hvo. Js. 6d. 

Oreighton.— HISTORY OF THE PAPACY DURING THE 
REFORMATION. By Mandell Creighton, D.D., Lord Bishop 
of Peterborough, ^w. Vols. I. and II. ^ 1 378- 1464, 3zy. Vols. III. 
and IV. y 1464-1518, 2\s. 

Devotional Series, 16nio, Bed Borders. Each 2s. 6d. 

BICKERSTETH'S YESTERDAY, TO-DAY AND FOR EVER. 
CHILCOrS TREATISE ON EVIL THOUGHTS. 
THE CHRISTIAN YEAR. 
DEVOTIONAL BIRTHDAY BOOK. 
HERBERT'S POEMS AND PROVERBS. 
KEMPIS' (A) OF THE IMITATION OF CHRIST. 
ST. FRANCIS DE SALES* THE DEVOUT LIFE. 
WILSON'S THE LORD'S SUPPER. Laf^e Type, 
♦TAYLOR'S (JEREMY) HOLY LIVING. 

* HOLY DYING. 

* These two in one Volume. 5^. 

DeYotional Series, 16nio, without Bed Borders. Each \s. 

BICKERSTETH'S YESTERDAY, TO-DAY, AND FOR EVER. 

THE CHRISTIAN YEAR. 

KEMPIS' (A) OF THE IMITATION OF CHRIST. 

HERBERT'S POEMS AND PROVERBS. 

WILSON'S THE LORD'S SUPPER. Large Type. 

ST. FRANCIS DE SALES' THE DEVOUT LIFE. 

♦TAYLOR'S (JEREMY) HOLY LIVING. 

» HOLY DYING. 

* These two in one Volume. 2s. 6d. 

Dix.— THE SACRAMENTAL SYSTEM CONSIDERED AS 
THE EXTENSION OF THE INCARNATION, being the Bishop 
Paddick Lectures, delivered 1892. By Morgan Dix, D.D., Rector of 
Trinity Church, New York. Crown Svo. 

Edersheim. — Works by Alfred Edersheim, M.A., D.D., PLD., 
sometime Grinfield Lecturer on the Septuagint in the Univer- 
sity of Oxford. 
THE LIFE AND TIMES OF JESUS THE MESSIAH. Two Vols. 
Svo. 24s. 
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Edersheim. — -Works by Alfred Edersheim, M,A.,D.D., Ph.D. — 
continued, 
JESUS THE MESSIAH : being an Abridged Edition of ' The Life and 
Times of Jesus the Messiah.' With a Preface by the Rev. W. Sand AY, 
D.D., Ireland Professor of Exegesis at Oxford. Crown Svo, ys, 6d. 
PROPHECY AND HISTORY IN RELATION TO THE MESSIAH : 
The Warburton Lectures, 1880- 1884. Svo. 12s, 

Bllicott. — Works by C. J. Ellicott, D.D., Lord Bishop of 
Gloucester and Bristol. 
A CRITICAL AND GRAMMATICAL COMMENTARY ON ST. 
PAUL'S EPISTLES. Greek Text, with an Critical and Grammatical 
Commentary, and a Revised English Translation. Svo, 



I Corinthians. i6s, 
Galatians. Ss, 6d. 
Ephesians. Ss, 6d. 



Philippians, Colossi ans, and 

Philemon, los. 6d, 
Thessalonians. ys, 6d, 
Pastoral Epistles. 10s, 6d, 
HISTORICAL LECTURES ON THE LIFE OF OUR LORD JESUS 
CHRIST. Svo, i2s. 

Epochs of Church History. Edited by Mandell Creighton, 
D.D., Lord Bishop of Peterborough. Small Svo. 2s, 6d, each. 



THE ENGLISH CHURCH IN 
OTHER LANDS. By the Rev. H. 
W. Tucker, M.A. 

THE HISTORY OF THE REFOR- 
MATION IN ENGLAND. By the 
Rev. Geo. G. Perry, M.A. 

THE CHURCH OF THE EARLY 
FATHERS. By the Rev. Alfred 
Plummer, D.D. 

THE EVANGELICAL REVIVAL IN 
THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY. 
By the Rev. J. H. Overton, M.A. 

THE UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD. 
By the Hon. G. C. Brodrick, D.C.L. 

THE UNIVERSITY OF CAM- 
BRIDGE. By J. Bass Mullinger, 
M.A. 

THE ENGLISH CHURCH IN THE 
MIDDLE AGES. By the Rev. W. 



THE CHURCH AND THE 

EASTERN EMPIRE. By the Rev. 

H. F. TozER, M.A, 
THE CHURCH AND THE ROMAN 

Empire. By the Rev. A. Carr. 
THE CHURCH AND THE PURI- 
TANS, 15701660. By Henry Offley 

Wakeman, M.A 
HILDEBRAND AND HIS TIMES. 

By the Rev. W. R. W. Stephens, M. A. 
THE POPES AND THE HOHEN- 

STAUFEN. ByUGOBALZANL 
THE COUNTER-REFORMATION. 

By a. W. Ward, Litt.D. 
WYCLIFFE AND MOVEMENTS 

FOR REFORM. By Reginald L. 

Poole, M.A. 
THE ARIAN CONTROVERSY. By 

H, M. GwATKiN, M.A 



Hunt, M.A. 

Porrar.— NICHOLAS FERRAR. With a Preface by the Rev. 
T. T. Carter, M.A., Hon. Canon of Christ Church, Oxford. With 
Portrait. Crown Svo, 6s, 

Fosbery.—Works edited by the Rev. Thomas Vincent Fosbery, 
M,A., sometime Vicar of St. Giles's, Reading. 

VOICES OF COMFORT. Cheap Edition. Small Svo. y. 6d. 
The Larger Edition (js. 6d.) may still be had, 

HYMNS AND POEMS FOR THE SICK AND SUFFERING. In 
connection with the Service for the Visitation of the Sick. Selected 
from Various Authors. Small Svo, 3^. 6d, 
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Oedge.— THE YOUNG CHURCHMAN'S COMPANION TO 
THE PRAYER-BOOK. Edited by J. W. Gedge, M.A., Rector of 
St Anthony's, Stepney. I j. 6d. ; Paper Cover, is. ; or in Three Parts, 
6d. each. 

Gore. — Works by the Rev. Charles Gore, M.A., Vicar of Radley, 
formerly Principal of the Pusey House, Oxford. 
THE MINISTRY OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH. Uo. loj. ^. 
ROMAN CATHOLIC CLAIMS. Crown %vo. 3^. 6^. 

Qoulbum. — Works by Edward Meyrick Goulburn, D.D., 
D.C.L., sometime Dean of Norwich. 

THOUGHTS ON PERSONAL RELIGION : being a treatise on the 
Christian Life in its Two Chief Elements, Devotion and Practice. Small 
Svo, 6s, 6d, ; Cheap Edition, 3^. 6d, ; Presentation Edition, 2 vols, small 
%vo, los, 6d, 

THE PURSUIT OF HOLINESS: a Sequel to * Thoughts on Personal 
Religion.* Small Svo, 5j. Cheap Edition, y. 6d, 

THE ACTS OF THE DEACONS : being a Commentary, Critical and 
Practical, upon the Notices of St. Stephen and St. Philip the Evangelist, 
contained in the Acts of the Apostles. Small Sivo, 6s. 

THE COLLECTS OF THE DAY : an Exposition, Critical and Devo- 
tional, of the Collects appointed at the Communion. With Preliminary 
Essays on their Structure, Sources, and General Character. 2 vols. 
Cro7vn Svo. Ss. each. Sold separately , 

THOUGHTS UPON THE LITURGICAL GOSPELS for the Sundays, 
one for each day in the year. 2 vols. Crown Svo. i6s. 

MEDITATIONS UPON THE LITURGICAL GOSPELS for the Mmor 
Festivals of Christ, the two first Week-days of the Easter and Whitsun 
Festivals, and the Red-letter Saints* Days. Crown Svo. Ss. 6d. 

areen.--THE WITNESS OF GOD AND FAITH ; Two Lay 
Sermons. By Thomas Hill Green, late Whyte*s Professor of Moral 
Philosophy in the University of Oxford. Fcap. Svo. 2s. 

HarrisoiL — Works by the Rev. Alexander J. Harrison, B.D., 
Vicar of Lightcliffe, Lecturer of the Christian Evidence 
Society, and Boyle Lecturer. 

PROBLEMS OF CHRISTIANITY AND SCEPTICISM; Lessons 
from Twenty Years* Experience in the Field of Christian Evidence. 
Crown Svo. ys. 6d. 

THE CHURCH IN RELATION TO SCEPTICS : a Conversational 
Guide to Evidential Work. Crown Svo. ys. 6d. 
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Hatck— THE ORGANISATION OF THE EARLY CHRIS- 
TIAN CHURCHES. Being the Bampton Lectures for 1880. By 
Edwin Hatch, M.A., D.D., late Reader in Ecclesiastical History in 
the University of Oxford. 8^^. 5^. 

Heyjate.— THE GOOD SHEPHERD ; or, Meditations for the 

Clergy upon the Example and Teaching of Christ. By the Rev. W. E. 
Heygate, M.A., Hon, Canon of Winchester. Small %vo, y, 

Holland. — Works by the Rev. Henry Scorr Holland, M.A., 
Canon and Precentor of St. Pauls. 

THE CITY OF GOD AND THE COMING OF THE KINGDOM : 
Four Addresses delivered at St. Asaph on the Spiritual and Ethical 
Value of Belief in the Church. To which are added six Sermons on 
kindred subjects. Crown Svo. ys. 6d. 

PLEAS AND CLAIMS FOR CHRIST. Crown 8m 7s. 6d, 

CREED AND CHARACTER : Sermons. CroTtm Svo, 3s. 6d. 

ON BEHALF OF BELIEF. Sermons preached in St. Paul's Cathedral. 
Crown Svo, 3J. 6d. 

CHRIST OR ECCLESIASTES. Sermons preached in St. Paul's 
Cathedral. Crown Svo, 2s, 6d, 

GOOD FRIDAY. Being Addresses on the Seven Last Words. Delivered 
at St. Paul's Cathedral on Good Friday. Small Svo. 2s, 

LOGIC AND LIFE, with other Sermons. Crozun Svo. 3s. 6d. 

Hopkins— CHRIST THE CONSOLER. A Book of Comfort 
for the Sick. By Ellice Hopkins. Small Svo, 2s. dd. 

Ingram.— HAPPINESS IN THE SPIRITUAL LIFE; or *The 
Secret of the Lord.' A Series of Practical Considerations. By W. 
Clavell Ingram, D.D., Dean of Peterborough. Crown Svo, ys, 6d. 

INHERITANCE OF THE SAINTS; or, Thoughts on the 
Communion of Saints and the Life of the World to come. Col- 
lected chiefly from English Writers by L. P. With a Preface by the 
Rev. H. S. Holland, M.A., Canon and Precentor of St. Paul's. 
Crown Svo. ys, 6d, 

Jacob.— THE GATE OF PARADISE. A Dream of Easter 
Eve. By Edith S. Jacob. i6mo. Paper cover ^ 6d. ; clothy is. 

James.— COMMENT UPON THE COLI^ECTS appointed to 
be used in the Church of England on Sundays and Holy Days throughout 
the Year. By John James, D.D., sometime Canon of Peterborough. 
Small Svo. 3s. 6d. 
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Jameson. — Works by Mrs. Jameson. 

SACRED AND LEGENDARY ART, containing Legends of the Angels 
and Archangels, the Evangelists, the Apostles, the Doctors of the Church, 
St. Mary Magdalene, the Patron Saints, the Martyrs, the Early Bishops, 
the Hermits, and the Warrior- Saints of Christendom, as represented in 
the Fine Arts. With 19 etchings on Copper and Steel, and 187 Wood- 
cuts. Two vols. Cloth, gilt top, 20s, net, 

LEGENDS OF THE MONASTIC ORDERS, as represented in the 
Fine Arts, comprising the Benedictines and Augustines, and Orders 
derived from their Rules, the Mendicant Orders, the Jesuits, and the 
Order of the Visitation of S. Mary. With 1 1 etchings by the Author, 
and 88 Woodcuts. One Vol, Cloth, gilt top, los, net, 

LEGENDS OF THE MADONNA, OR BLESSED VIRGIN MARV. 
Devotional with and without the Infant Jesus, Historical from the 
Annunciation to the Assumption, as represented in Sacred and Legendary 
Christian Art. With 27 Etchings and 165 Woodcuts. One Vol, Cloth, 
gilt top, I Of. net, 

THE HISTORY OF OUR LORD, as exempUfied in Works of Art, 
with that of His Types, St. John the Baptist, and other Persons of the 
Old and New Testaments. Commenced by the late Mrs. Jameson ; 
continued and completed by Lady Eastlake. With 31 Etchings and 
281 Woodcuts. 7 wo vols. Svo. 20s, net, 

Jennings.— ECCLESI A ANGLIC ANA. A History of the 
Church of Christ in England from the Earliest to the Present Times. 
By the Rev. Arthur Charles Jennings, M.A., Jesus College, Cam- 
bridge. Crown Svo, Js. 6d. 

Jukes. — Works by the Rev. Andrew Jukes. 

THE NEW MAN AND THE ETERNAL LIFE. Notes on the 

Reiterated Aniens of the Son of God. Crown Svo, 6s, 
THE NAMES OF GOD IN HOLY SCRIPTURE ; a Revelation of 

His Nature and Relationships. Crown Svo, 4s, 6cl. 
THE TYPES OF GENESIS. Crown Svo, 7s, 6d. 
THE SECOND DEATH AND THE RESTITUTION OF ALL 

THINGS. Crown Svo, y, 6d. 
THE MYSTERY OF THE KINGDOM. Crown Svo, 2s, 6d, 
THE ORDER AND CONNEXION OF THE CHURCH'S TEACHING, 

as set forth in the Arrangement of the Epistles and Gospels throughout 

the Year. Fcap, Svo, 2s, td. 

Keble.— THE CHRISTIAN YEAR. By John Keble, M.A. 

1. Large Type Edition. Crown Svo, y.6d 

2. Red Line Edition. On Toned Paper. i6mo, 2s, 6ii, 

3. Cheap Edition. iStno, is. 

4. * Aids to the Inner Life ' Edition. With red borders iSmo. 2s. 

5. The same, without red borders, '^2mo. is. ; or cloth limp, 6d. 

[continued, 

LONDON AND NEW YORK: LONGMANS, GREEN, <5r» CO. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



IN THEOLOGICAL LITERATURE. 



Keble. — Works by John Keble, M.A. — continued, 

SELECTIONS FROM THE WRITINGS OF JOHN KEBLE, M.A. 
Crown %vo, 3^. dd. 

Kempis.— OF THE IMITATION OF CHRIST. By Thomas 
A Kempis. a New Translation. 

1. Large Type Edition. Crown Svo. 3^. 6d. 

2. .i6mo. Edition. Forming a Volume of the Library of Spiritual 

Works for English Catholics. CAea/> Edition. 2s. 6d. 

3. Red Line Edition. On Toned Paper. i6mo. 2s. 6d. 

4. Cheap Edition. Without the red borders^ \s. 

5. * Aids to the Inner Life' Edition. Translated by the Rev. W. H. 

HUTCHINGS, M.A. yimo. \s. ; or in cloth limp, 6^. With red 
borders. Royal ^2mo, 2s. 

Kennaway.— CONSOLATIO; or, COMFORT FOR THE 
AFFLICTED. Edited by the late Rev. C. E. Ken N away. With a 
Preface by Samuel Wilberforce, D.D., late Lord Bishop of Win- 
chester. i6mo. 2s. 6d. 

Keys to Ohristian Knowledge. 

Seven vols. Small %vo. is. 6d. Sold separately. 
The 2s. (yd. Edition may still be had. 
Edited by the Rev. John Henry Blunt, D.D. 

A Key to the Knowledge and Use of the Holy Bible. 
A Key to the Book of Common Prayer. 
A Key to Church History (Ancient). 
A Key to Church History (Modern). 

A Key to Christian Doctrine and Practice (founded on the 
Church Catechism). 

By John Pilkington Norris, D.D., late Archdeacon of Bristol. 
A Key to the Narrative of the Four Gospels. 
A Key to the Narrative of the Acts of the Apostles. 

King.— DR. LIDDON'S TOUR IN EGYPT AND PALES- 
TINE in 1886. Being Letters descriptive of the Tour, written by his 
Sister, Mrs. King. Crown Svo. ^s. 

Knox Little. — Works by W. J. Knox Little, M.A., Canon 
Residentiary of Worcester, and Vicar of Hoar Cross. 
SKETCHES IN SUNSHINE AND STORM : a Collection of Mis- 
cellaneous Essays and Notes of Travel. Crown Svo. Js. 6d. 
THE CHRISTIAN HOME: Its Foundation and Duties. Crown Svo. 

6s. 6d. 
THE HOPES AND DECISIONS OF THE PASSION OF OUR 
MOST HOLY REDEEMER. Crown Svo. 2s. 6d. 
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Knox Little. — Works by J. W. Knox Little, M.A. — continued, 
CHARACTERISTICS AND MOTIVES OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE. 
Ten Sermons preached in Manchester Cathedral in Lent and Advent, 
1877. Crown Svo, 2s, 6d. 
THE LIGHT OF LIFE. Sermons preached on Various Occasions. 

Crown Svo. 3^. 6</. 
SUNLIGHT AND SHADOW IN THE CHRISTIAN LIFE. 

Sermons preached for the most part in America. Crown Svo. y, 6d. 
SERMONS PREACHED FOR THE MOST PART IN MANCHES- 
TER. Crown %vo, 3^. 6d, 

PASSION OF OUR MOST HOLY 
2J. 6d. 

PASSION OF OUR MOST HOLY 
25. 6d, 



THE MYSTERY 
REDEEMER. 

THE WITNESS 
REDEEMER. 



OF THE 
Crown Svo. 
OF THE 
Crozon Svo. 



THE THREE HOURS' AGONY OF OUR BLESSED REDEEMER. 
Being Addresses in the form of Meditations delivered in St. Alban's 
Church, Manchester, on Good Friday. Small Svo, 2s. ; or in Paper 
Cover, IS. 

SACERDOTALISM. WHEN RIGHTLY UNDERSTOOD, THE 

TEACHING OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND : being a Letter 

Addressed in Four Parts to the Very Rev. William J. Butler, D.D., 

Dean of Lincoln, etc. Crown Svo. 6s. or in Four Parts as follows :— 

Part I. Confession and Absolution, is. net. 

Part II. Fasting Communion and Eucharistic Worship. \s. net. 

Part III. The Real Presence and the Eucharistic Sacrifice. 

IS. net. 
Part IV. The Apostolic Ministry. \s. net. 

Knowling.— THE WITNESS OF THE EPISTLES : a Study 
in Modem Criticism. By the Rev. R. J. Knowling, M.A., Vice- 
Principal of King's College, London. Svo. \^s. 



Lear.— Works by H. L. Sidney Lear. 

CHRISTIAN BIOGRAPHIES. 9 Vols. 

Madame Louise de France, 
Daughter of Louis xv., known 
also as the Mother Ter^se de St. 
Augustin. 

A Dominican Artist : a Sketch 
of the Life of the Rev. Pere Besson, 
of the order of St. Dominic. 

Henri Perreyve. By A. Gratry. 
With Portrait. 

Bishop 



St. Francis de Sales, 
and Prince of Geneva. 



Crown Svo. p. 6d. each. 

A Christian Painter of the 
Nineteenth Century ; being 
the Life of Hippolyte Flandrin. 

The Revival of Priestly Life 
in the Seventeenth Century 
in France. 

BossuET and his Contempo- 
raries. 

Fenelon, Archbishop of Cam- 

BRAI. 

Henri Dominique Lacordaire. 
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LONDON AND NEW YORK: LONGMANS, GREEN, 6- CO, 



Digitized by 



Google 



IN THEOLOGICAL LITERATURE. 13 

Lear. — Works by H. L. Sidney Lear. — continued, 

FOR DAYS AND YEARS. A Book containing a Text, Short Reading, 

and Hymn for Every Day in the Church's Year, i6/w. 2s, 6rf. Also 

a Cheap Edition, ^2mo» is, ; or cloth gilt^ is, 6d, 
FIVE MINUTES. Daily Readings of Poetry. i6»w. 3^. 6d, Also a 

Cheap Edition, ^2mo, is, \ or cloth gilt, is, 6d, 
WEARINESS. A Book for the Languid and Lonely. Large Type, 

Small Svo. ^s. 
THE LIGHT OF THE CONSCIENCE. With an Introduction by the 

Rev. T. T. Carter, M.A. i6nto, 2s, 6d. ; S^mo, is, ; cloth limp, 6d, 
MAIGRE COOKERY. i6mo. 2s. 
DEVOTIONAL WORKS. Edited by H. L. Sidney Lear. JVifte Vols, 

i6mo, 2s. 6d. each. 
Spiritual Letters to Men. By [ The Spirit of St. Francis de 



Archbishop Fenelon. 
Spiritual Letiers to Women. 

By Archbishop Fenelon. 
A Selection from the Spir- 



Sales, Bishop and Prince of 
Geneva. 

The Light of The Conscience. 
With an Introduction by the Rev. 



ITUAL Letters of St. Francis I T. T. Carter, M.A. Cheap 



DE Sales, Bishop and Prince of 
Geneva. Cheap Edition, 32///^. 
cloth limp, 6d, ; cloth boards, is, ; 
or with red-line borders, 2s. 

A Selection from Pascal's 

* Thoughts.' 
The Hidden Life of the Soul. 



Edition. ^2mo. cloth limp, 6d, ; 
cloth boards, is. 

Self-Renunciation. From the 
French. With an Introduction by 
the Rev. T. T. Carter, M.A. 

Of the Love of God. By St. 
Francis de Sales. 



Liddon.— -Works by Henry Parry Liddon, D.D., D.C.L., LL.D. 
LIFE OF EDWARD BOUVERIE PUSEY, D.D. By Henry Parry 
Liddon, D.D., D.C.L., LL.D. Edited and prepared for publication by 
the Rev. J. O. Johnston, M.A., Vicar of All Saints', Oxford, and the 
Rev. Robert J. Wilson, M.A., Warden of Keble College. 4 Vols. 
Svo. Vols. I. and II, with 2 Portraits and 7 Illustrations, 36J. 

ESSAYS AND ADDRESSES ; Lectures on Buddhism— Lectures on the 
Life of St. Paul — Papers on Dante. Crown Svo. Ss. 

EXPLANATORY ANALYSIS OF ST. PAUL'S EPISTLE TO THE 

ROMANS. Svo. 14J. 
THE DIVINITY OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST. 

Being the Bampton Lectures for 1866. Crown Svo, $s, 
ADVENT IN ST. PAUL'S. Sermons bearing chiefly on the Two 

Comings of our Lord. Two Vols. Crown Svo. ^s. 6d. each. Cheap 

Edition in one Volume. Crown Svo. ^s. 
CHRISTMASTIDE IN ST. PAUL'S. Sermons bearing chiefly on the 

Birth of our Lord and the End of the Year. Crown Svo. ^s. 
PASSIONTIDE SERMONS. Crmvn Svo. 5^. 
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Liddon. — Works by Henry Parry Liddon, D.D., D.CL., LL.D. — 
continued, 
EASTER IN ST. PAUL*S. Sermons bearing chiefly on the Resurrec- 
tion of our Lord. Two Vols. Crown Svo. ^s. 6d. each. Cheap 
Edition in one Volume, Crown Sivo. ^s. 

SERMONS PREACHED BEFORE THE UNIVERSITY OF 
OXFORD. Two Vols. Crown Svo. 3s. 6d. each. Cheap Edition in 
one Volume. Crown Svo. ^s. 

SERMONS ON OLD TESTAMENT SUBJECTS. Crown Svo. 5^. 

SERMONS ON SOME WORDS OF CHRIST. Crown Svo. 5^. 

THE MAGNIFICAT. Sermons in St. Paul's. Crown Svo, 2s. 6d. 

SOME ELEMENTS OF RELIGION. Lent Lectures. Small Svo. 
2s. 6d, ; or in Paper Cover ^ \s. 6d. 

The Crown Bvo Edition ($s.) may still be had. 

WALTER KERR HAMILTON, BISHOP OF SALISBURY. A 
Sketch, with Sermon. Sfvo, 2s. 6d, 

OF THE FIVE WOUNDS OF THE HOLY CHURCH. By Antonio 
RosMiNi. Edited, with an Introduction, by H. P. Liddon, D.D. 
Crown Svo. ys. dd. 

SELECTIONS FROM tHE WRITINGS OF H. P. LIDDON, D.D. 
Crown Svo, 3^. dd, 

MAXIMS AND GLEANINGS FROM THE WRITINGS OF H. P. 
LIDDON, D.D. Selected and arranged by C. M. S. Crown i6mo. is. 



DR. LIDDON'S TOUR IN EGYPT AND PALESTINE IN 1886. 
Being Letters descriptive of the Tour, written by his Sister, Mrs. King. 
Crown Svo, ^s. 

LIGHT IN THE DWELLING; or, A Harmony of the Four 
Gospels. With very short and simple remarks adapted to Reading at 
Family Prayers, and arranged in 365 sections for every day in the year. 
By the Author of * The Peep of Day,' etc. Revised and corrected by a 
Clergyman of the Church of England. Crown Svo. 3J. 6d. 

Littleliales.— THE PRYMER OR PRAYER-BOOK OF THE 
LAY PEOPLE IN THE MIDDLE AGES. Edited by Henry 
LiTTLEHALES. In English, dating about 1400 a.d. Part I. Text. 
Royal Svo. ^s. Part II. Collation of MSS. With Introduction. 
Royal Svo. ^s. 

LORD'S DAY (THE) AND THE HOLY EUCHARIST; 

treated in a Series of Essays by various Writers. With a Preface by 
Robert Linklater, D.D., Vicar of Holy Trinity, Stroud Green. 
Crown Svo. ^s, 
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Lnckock — Works by Herbert Mortimer Luckock, D.D., Dean 
of Lichfield. 
AFTER DEATH. An Examination of the Testimony of Primitive Times 
respecting the State of the Faithful Dead, and their Relationship to the 
Living. Crown %vo, 6j. 

THE INTERMEDIATE STATE BETWEEN DEATH AND JUDG- 
MENT. Being a Sequel to After Death, Crown Svo. 6s. 

FOOTPRINTS OF THE SON OF MAN, as traced by St. Mark. Being 
Eighty Portions for Private Study, Family Reading, and Instructions in 
Church. Two Vols. Croivn Svo. 12s. Cheap Edition in one Vol. 
Crown Svo. $s. 

THE DIVINE LITURGY. Being the Order for Holy Communion, 
Historically, Doctrinally, and Devotionally set forth, in Fifty Portions. 
Crown Svo. 6s. 

STUDIES IN THE HISTORY OF THE BOOK OF COMMON 
PRAYER. The Anglican Reform— The Puritan Innovations— The 
Elizabethan Reaction — The Caroline Settlement. With Appendices. 
Crown Svo. 6s. 

THE BISHOPS IN THE TOWER. A Record of Stirring Events 
affecting the Church and Nonconformists from the Restoration to the 
Revolution Crown Svo. 6s. 

LYRA APOSTOLICA. Poems by J. W. Bowden, R. H. Froude, 
J. Keble, J. H. Newman, R. I. Wilberforce, and I. Williams ; 
and a Preface by Cardinal Newman. i6mo. JVith red borders. 2s. 6d. 

LYRA GERMANICA. Hymns translated from the German by 
Catherine Winkworth. Small Svo. 5^. 

Lyttelton.— PRIVATE DEVOTIONS FOR SCHOOLBOYS; 

with Rules of Conduct. By William Henry, Third Lord Lyttelton. 
^2mo. 6d. 

MacOolL— CHRISTIANITY IN RELATION TO SCIENCE 
AND MORALS. By the Rev. Malcolm MacColl, M.A., Canon 
Residentiary of Ripon, and Rector of St. George's, City of London. 
Crown Svo. 6s. 

MaimaJfl of Beligioas Instrnction. Edited by John Pilkington 

Norris, D.D., late Archdeacon of Bristol, and Canon Residentiary of 
Bristol Cathedral. Three vols. Small Svo. ^s. 6d. each. 
The Old Testament. | The New Testament. | The Prayer Book. 

Mason. — Works by A. J. Mason, D.D., Hon. Canon of Canterbury, 
and Examining Chaplain to the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

THE FAITH OF THE GOSPEL. A Manual of Christian Doctrine. 
Crown Svo. 7j. 6d. Cheap Edition. Crown Svo. y. 6d. 

THE RELATION OF CONFIRMATION TO BAPTISM. As taught 
in Holy Scripture and the Fathers. Crown Svo. *js. 6d. 
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Merder.— OUR MOTHER CHURCH : Being Simple Talk on 
High Topics. By Mrs. Jerome Mercier. Small %vo, y, 6d, 

MoleBWortk— STORIES OF THE SAINTS FOR CHILDREN : 

The Black Letter Saints. By Mrs. Molesworth, Author of *The 
Palace in the Garden,* etc. etc. With Illustrations. Royal i6mo. $s. 

Moon.— THE SOUL'S INQUIRIES ANSWERED IN THE 
WORDS OF SCRIPTURE. A Year-Book of Scripture Texts. 
Selected by G. Washington Moon. Royal -^imo. 2s. 6d, Cheaper 
Edition^ without Diary, Royal ^2mo. limpy Sd. cloth hoards^ \s, 6d. 

Moore.— HOLY WEEK ADDRESSES. I. The Appeal and the 
Claim of Christ. II. The Words from the Cross. Delivered at St. 
Paul's Cathedral in Holy Week, 1888. By Aubrey L. Moore, M.A., 
late Honorary Canon of Christ Church, Oxford. Small Svo. 2s. 

Modey.— Works by J. B. Mozley, D.D., late Canon of Christ 
Church, and Regius Professor of Divinity in the University 
of Oxford. 

A REVIEW OF THE BAPTISMAL CONTROVERSY. Crown 8m 
7j. 6d. 

ESSAYS,' HISTORICAL AND THEOLOGICAL. Two vols, Svo. 24s, 

LECTURES AND OTHER THEOLOGICAL PAPERS. Svo. los. 6d, 

EIGHT LECTURES ON MIRACLES. Being the Bampton Lectures 
for 1865. Crown Svo. Js. 6d, 

RULING IDEAS IN EARLY AGES AND THEIR RELATION TO 
OLD TESTAMENT FAITH. Lectures delivered to Graduates of the 
University of Oxford. Svo. 10s. 6d. 

SERMONS PREACHED BEFORE THE UNIVERSITY OF OX- 
FORD, and on Various Occasions. Crown Svo. p. 6d. 

SERMONS, PAROCHIAL AND OCCASIONAL. Cro7vn Svo. 7s. 6d. 
LETTERS OF THE REV. J. B. MOZLEY, D.D. Edited by his 
Sister. Svo. 12s. 

Neale.— SELECTIONS FROM THE WRITINGS OF JOHN 
MASON NEALE, D.D. Crown Svo. ^s. 6d. 

Newbolt.— Works by the Rev. W. C. E. Newbolt, M.A., Canon 
and Chancellor of St. Paul's, Select Preacher at Oxford. 
SPECULUM SACERDOTUM ; or, the Divine Model of the Priestly Life. 
Crown Svo. 7s. 6d. 

PENITENCE AND PEACE: being Addresses on the 51st and 23rd 
Psalms. Crozvn Svo. 2s. 6d. 

THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT. Being Ten Addresses bearing on the 
Spiritual Life. Crown Svo. 2s. 6d. 
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Newbolt. — Works by the Rev. W. C. E. Newbolt, M.A. — contd. 

THE PRAYER BOOK: ITS VOICE AND TEACHING. Being 
Spiritual Addresses bearing on the Book of Common Prayer. Crown Svo. 

THE MAN OF GOD. Being Six Addresses delivered at the Primary 
Ordination of the Right Rev. the Lord Alwyne Compton, Bishop of Ely. 
Small ^o. is.6d, 

Newman. — Works by John Henry Newman, B.D., sometime 
Vicar of St Mary's, Oxford. 

PAROCHIAL AND PLAIN SERMONS. Edited by the Rev. W. J. 
CoPELAND, B.D., late Rector of Famham, Essex. Eight vols. Cabinet 
Edition, Crown Svo. $s. each. Cheaper Edition. Eight vols. Crown 
%vo. 3^. td, each. 

SELECTION, ADAPTED TO THE SEASONS OF THE ECCLESI- 
ASTICAL YEAR, from the 'Parochial and Plain Sermons.* Edited 
by the Rev. W. J. Copeland, B.D., late Rector of Famham, Essex. 
Cabinet Edition. Crown Svo. $s. Cheaper Edition. Crown Svo. 
3s. 6d. 

FIFTEEN SERMONS PREACHED BEFORE THE UNIVERSITY 
OF OXFORD, between a.d. 1826 and 1843. Cabinet Edition. Crown 
Svo. $s. Cheaper Edition. Crown Svo. 3J. 6d. 

SERMONS BEARING UPON SUBJECTS OF THE DAY. Edited 
by the Rev. W. J. Copeland, B.D., late Rector of Famham, Essex. 
Cabinet Edition. Crown Svo. ^s. Cheaper Edition. Crown Svo. ^. 6d. 

LECTURES ON THE DOCTRINE OF JUSTIFICATION. Cadinet 
Edition. Crown Svo. $s. Cheaper Edition. Crown Svo. p. 6d. 
*^* A Complete List of Cardinal Newman's Works can be had on Application. 

Newnham.— THE ALL-FATHER : Sermons preached in a 
Village Church. By the Rev. P. H. Newnham. With Preface by 
Edna Lyall. Crown Svo. 45. 6d. 

NoeL— THE NAME OF JESUS, and other Poems. By C. M. 
Noel. With Memorial Notice. Small Svo. 2s. 6d. 

Norris. — ^Works by John Pilkington Norris, D.D., late Arch- 
deacon of Bristol, and Canon Residentiary of Bristol Cathedral. 

RUDIMENTS OF THEOLOGY. A First Book for Students. Crown 
Svo. 7s. 6d. 

A CATECHIST*S MANUAL, in Seven Lessons on the Church Catechism. 
Ecap. Svo. ts. yl. 

EASY LESSONS ADDRESSED TO CANDIDATES FOR CONFIR- 
MATION. iSmo. IS. 6d. 

LONDON AND NEW YORK: LONGMANS, GREEN, &> CO. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



i8 A CATALOGUE OF WORKS 

Osborne. — Works by Edward Osborne, Mission Priest of the 
Society of St John the Evangelist, Cowley, Oxford. 

THE CHILDREN'S SAVIOUR. Instructions to Children on the Life 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Illustrated. i6mo. 2s. 6d, 

THE SAVIOUR-KING. Instructions to Children on Old Testament 
Types and Illustrations of the Life of Christ. Illustrated, i6mo, 2s, 6d. 

THE CHILDREN'S FAITH. Instructions to Children on the Apostles* 
Creed. Illustrated. i6mo. 2s. 6d. 

Overton.— THE ENGLISH CHURCH IN THE NINE- 
TEENTH CENTURY. By John H. Overton, D.D., Canon of 
Lincoln and Rector of Epworth. %vo, 14^. 

Ozenden. — Works by the Hight Rev. Ashton Oxenden, formerly 
Bishop of Montreal. 

PLAIN SERMONS, to which is prefixed a Memoir with Portrait. Croivn 
Svo. 5j. 

THE HISTORY OF MY LIFE : An Autobiography. Crcnan ^0. S^. 

PEACE AND ITS HINDRANCES. Crown Svo. Paper cover, is. 
clothy 2S. 

THE PATHWAY OF SAFETY ; or, Counsel to the Awakened. Fca^. 
Svo, large type, clothy 2s, 6d, Cheap Edition, limp, u. 

THE EARNEST COMMUNICANT. 32^^?, is. Red Rubric Edition. 
Z2mo, 2s. 

SHORT COMMENTS ON ST. MATTHEW AND ST. MARK. For 
Family Worship. Crown Svo. ys. 6d. 

TOUCHSTONES ; or, Christian Graces and Characters Tested. Fcap. 
Svo, 2s. 6d. 

SHORT LECTURES ON THE SUNDAY GOSPELS. Advent to 
Easter. Easter to Advent. Fcap Svo. 2j. 6d. each. 

THE PARABLES OF OUR LORD. Ecap. Svo. large type. 3^. 

PORTRAITS FROM THE BIBLE. Two Vols. Old Testament. 
New Testament. Fcap. Svo. 2s. 6d, each. 

OUR CHURCH AND HER SERVICES. Fcap. Svo. 2s. 6d. 

THE CHRISTIAN LIFE. Fcap. Svo, large type, cloth. 2s. ed. Cheap 

Edition. Small type, limp. is. 
FAMILY PRAYERS FOR FOUR WEEKS. First Series. Fcap. Svo. 
2s. 6d. Second Series. Fcap. Svo. 2s. 6d. 
Very Large Type Edition. Two Series in one Volume. Square 
Crown Svo. 6s, 
COTTAGE SERMONS ; or, Plain Words to the Poor. Fcap. Svo. 2s. 6d. 
COTTAGE READINGS. Fcap. Svo, large type. 2s. 6d. 
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Oxenden. — Works by the Right Rev. Ashton Oxenden, formerly 
Bishop of Montreal — continued* 
THOUGHTS FOR LENT. In Seven Chapters. Small ^0. u. d/. 

THOUGHTS FOR HOLY WEEK. \(>nM. is, 6d. 

THOUGHTS FOR ADVENT. In Nine Chapters. Fcap. 8w. is. 6d, 

DECISION, i^mo. is. 6d. 

THE HOME BEYOND ; or, A Happy Old Age. Ftap. ^0, large type. 
IS. 6d. 

GOD'S MESSAGE TO THE POOR, i^mo, large type, is: 6d. 

THE LABOURING MAN'S BOOK. iSmo, large type. is. td. 



Confirmation. iZtno, cloth, 6d. ; 

sewed, yi. 
Counsels to those who have 

BEEN Confirmed ; or, Now is the 

Time to serve Christ. i%mo. is. 
Baptism Simply Explained. 

iSmo, cloth, is. Cheap Edition. 

Paper. 6d. 
The Lord's Supper Simply 

Explained. iSmo, cloth, is. 

Cheap Edition. Paper. 6d. 
Prayers for Private Use. 32;;w. 

IS. 

Fervent Prayer. i^mo, large 
type, limp cloth, is. 

Words of Peace; or, The Bless- 
ings of Sickness. i6mo. is. 



The Story of Ruth, i^mo, large 
type, limp cloth, is. 

A Plain History of The Chris- 
tian Church. iZmo, large type, 
limp cloth, IS. 

Great Truths in very Plain 
Language. i%mo, large type, 
limp cloth. IS. 

Short Services for Family 
Worship, etc. i%mo, sewed, yi. ; 
limp cloth, 4//. 

The Barham Tracts. Nos. 1-49. 
3^. in Packet. 

The Pluckley Tracts. New 
Testament. Nos. 34-67. 2s. in 
Packet. 



OXFORD HOUSE PAPERS. A Series of Papers for Working 
Men, Written by Members of the University of Oxford. 
First Scries, Nos. I.— XHL Crown 8w. 2s, 6d. 
Second Series, Nos. XIV.— XXL Crown Svo. 2s. 6d. 

Paget. — Works by the Very Rev. Francis Paget, D.D., Dean of 
Christ Church, Oxford. 

THE SPIRIT OF DISCIPLINE : Sermons. Together with an Intro- 
ductory Essay concerning Accidie. Crown Svo. 6s. 6d, 

FACULTIES AND DIFFICULTIES FOR BELIEF AND DISBE- 
LIEF. Crown Svo. 6s. 6d. 

THE HALLOWING OF WORK. Addresses given at Eton, January 
16-18,1888. Small Svo. 2s. 
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Perdval—SOME HELPS FOR SCHOOL LIFE. Sermons 
preached at Clifton College, 1862-1879, by the Rev. J. Percival, 
M.A., LL.D., Head Master of Rugby School, and late Head Master of 
Cliiion College. Crcwn 8zv. *js, 6d, 

PRACTICAL REFLECTIONS. By a Clergyman. With Prefaces 
by H, P. LiDDON, D. D. , D. C. L. , and the Bishop of Lincoln. Crown Smf. 
Genesis. 4^. 6d, 1 The Holy Gospels. 4^. 6d. 

The Psalms. . 5J. I Acts to Revelations, dr. 

PRIEST TO THE ALTAR (THE); or, Aids to the Devout 
Celebration of Holy Communion, chiefly after the Ancient English Use 
ofSarum. Royal ^0, 12s, 

PuUer.— THE PRIMITIVE SAINTS AND THE SEE OF 
ROME. By F. W. Puller, M. A., Mission Priest of the Society of St. 
John Evangelist, Cowley, Oxford. Crown 8vo. 7j. 6d. 

Posey.— Works by the Rev. E. B. Pusey, D.D. 

LIFE OF EDWARD BOUVERIE PUSEY, D.D. By Henry Parry 
LiDDON, D.D., D.CL., LL.D. Edited and prepared for publication by 
the Rev. J. O. Johnston, M.A., Vicar of All Saints*, Oxford, and the 
Rev. Robert J. Wilson, M.A., Warden of Keble College. 4 vols, 
Svo. Vols. I. and 11. Tvith 2 Portraits and 7 Illustrations y 36^. 

PRIVATE PRAYERS. Edited with a Preface by H. P. Liddon, D.D., 
late Chancellor and Canon of St. Paul's. Royal ^2mo. is. 

PRAYERS FOR A YOUNG SCHOOLBOY. Edited with a Preface by 
H. P. Liddon, D.D. 24mo. is. 

SELECTIONS FROM THE WRITINGS OF EDWARD BOUVERIE 
PUSEY, D.D., late Regius Professor of Hebrew, and Canon of Christ 
Church, Oxford. Crown Svo. 3^. 6d. 

Eede.— THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS : a Lost Link in the 
Chain of the Church's Creed. By the Rev. Wyllys Rede, M. A. With 
a Preface by Lord Halifax. Crown Svo. 3J. 6d. 

Reynolds.— The NATURAL HISTORY of IMMORTALITY. 

By the Rev. J. W. Reynolds, M.A., Prebendary of St. Paul's. Croiim 
Svo. ys. 6d, 

Eiddle.— Works by the Rev. J. E. Riddle, M.A. 

MANUAL OF THE WHOLE SCRIPTURE HISTORY, and of the 

History of the Jews between the Periods of the Old and New Testaments; 

including Biblical Antiquities, etc. Small Svo. 4s. 
OUTLINES OF SCRIPTURE HISTORY. Being an Abridgment of 

the * Manual of the Whole Scripture History.' Small Svo. 2s. 6d. 

Eobinson.— THE CHURCH AND HER TEACHING : a Series 
of Addresses delivered in Cornwall by the Rev. C. H. Robinson, M. A., 
Vice-Chancellor of Truro Cathedral. With an Introduction by the 
Lord Bishop of Truro. Small Svo. 2s, . 
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St. Francis de Sales. — Works by St. Francis de Sales, Bishop 
AND Prince of Geneva. 

THE DEVOUT LIFE. 32^10, limp 6d,, cloth is. With red borders, 2s. 
iSmo, I J. i6mo, 2s. 6d. Fcap, Svo, ^s, 

THE LOVE OF GOD. i6mo, 2j. 6d. Fcap. Svoy Sj. 
SPIRITUAL LETTERS. 32mo, limp 6d. ; cloth is, ; red borders, 2s, ; 
l6mo, 2J. 6d, ; Crown ^0, 6s, 

THE SPIRIT OF ST. FRANCIS DE SALES. i6mo, 2s, 6d. 
THE LIFE OF ST. FRANCIS DE SALES. By H. L. Sidney Lear. 
Crown Svo, 3s, 6d, 

Sanday. — Works by W. Sanday, D.D., Dean Ireland's Professor 
of Exegesis and Fellow of Exeter College, Oxford. 

INSPIRATION : Eight Lectures on the Early History and Origin of the 
Doctrine of Biblical Inspiration. Being the Bampton Lectures for 1893. 
Svo, i6s, 

THE ORACLES OF GOD : Nine Lectures on the Nature and Extent of 
Biblical Inspiration and the Special Significance of the Old Testament 
Scriptures at the Present Time. Crown Svo. 4-f. 

TWO PRESENT-DAY QUESTIONS, I. Biblical Criticism. II. The 
Social Movement. Sermons preached before the University of Cambridge. 
Crown Svo, 2s, 6d, 

Seebohm.— THE OXFORD REFORMERS— JOHN COLET, 
ERASMUS, AND THOMAS MORE : A History of their Fellow- 
Work, By Frederic Seebohm. Svo. 14s, 

Stanton.— THE PLACE OF AUTHORITY IN MATTERS 
OF RELIGIOUS BELIEF. By Vincent Henry Stanton, D.D., 
Fellow of Trinity College, Ely Professor of Divinity in the University of 
Cambridge. Crown Svo, 6s, 

Stone.— THE KNIGHT OF INTERCESSION, and other 
Poems. By S. J. Stone, M.A., Pembroke College, Oxford, Vicar of 
All Hallows, City of London. Crown Svo. 6s, 

Swayne.— THE BLESSED DEAD IN PARADISE. Four All 
Saints' Day Sermons, preached in Salisbury Cathedral. By Robert G. 
Swayne, M. A., Chancellor and Canon Residentiary. Crown Svo, 3s, 6d, 

Swayne.— AN INQUIRY INTO THE NATURE OF OUR 
LORD'S KNOWLEDGE AS MAN. By W. S. SWayne, M.A. 
Oxon., Theological Lecturer and Diocesan Preacher in the Diocese 
of Lichfield. With a Preface by the Lord Bishop of Salisbury. 
Crown Svo, 2s. 
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Thwrnton.— FAMILY PRAYERS. By the late Henry Thorn- 
ton, M.P. Revised and Corrected by Archdeacon Harrison and 
Edited by Hbnry Stkes Thornton, Grandson of the Author. Small 
Svo, js. 

TwellB.— COLLOQUIES ON PREACHING. By Henry 
TwELLS, M.A., Honorary Canon of Peterborough Cathedral, Rector of 
Waltham, Leicestershire, and Rural Dean. Crown Svo* 2s. 6d. 

Wakeman — THE HISTORY OF RELIGION IN ENGLAND. 
By Henry Offley Wakeman, M.A., Fellow of All Souls College, 
Bursar and Tutor of Keble College, Oxford. Small Svo. is, 6d. 

WeUdon.— THE FUTURE AND THE PAST. Sermons 
preached to Harrow Boys. By the Rev. J. E. C. Welldon, M.A., 
Head Master of Harrow School, and Hon. Chaplain to the Queen. 
Crown Svo, 7s, 6d, 

Whately.— INTRODUCTORY LESSONS ON CHRISTIAN 
EVIDENCES. Compiled by Richard Whately, D.D. i8/w. 6d, 
Joly's Questions on the above. Small Svo, 2d, 
Auden's Analysis of the above, with Examination Papers. iSmo, 6^. 

WUliama.— Works by the Rev. Isaac Williams, B.D., formerly 
Fellow of Trinity College, Oxford. 

A DEVOTIONAL COMMENTARY ON THE GOSPEL NARRATIVE. 
£i^ht Vols, Crown Svo. 5 j. each. Sold separately. 

Thoughts on the Study of the Our Lord's Ministry (Third Year). 



The Holy Week. 



Holy Gospels. 
A Harmony of the Four Gospels. 

Our Lord's Nativity. ^"^ Lord's Passion. 

Our Lord's Ministry (Second Year). | Our Lord's Resurrection. 

FEMALE CHARACTERS OF HOLY SCRIPTURE. A Series of 
Sermons. Crown Svo. $s. 

THE CHARACTERS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. A Series of 
Sermons. Crown Svo. 5^. 

THE APOCALYPSE. With Notes and Reflections. Crown Svo. Ss, 

SERMONS ON THE EPISTLES AND GOSPELS FOR THE SUN- 
DAYS AND HOLY DAYS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR. Two 
Vols. Crown Svo, 5j. each. Sold separately. 

PLAIN SERMONS ON THE CATECHISM. Two Vols, Crown Svo. 
$s, each. Sold separately, 

SELECTIONS FROM THE WRITINGS OF ISAAC WILLIAMS, 
B.D. Crown Svo. 3 J. (id, 
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Williams. — Works by the Rev. Isaac Williams, B.D., formerly 
Fellow of Trinity College, Oxford — continued. 

THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF ISAAC WILLIAMS, B.D. Edited by 
his brother-in-law, the Venerable Sir Georgs Prevost, late Arch- 
deacon of Gloucester, as throwing further light on the history of the 
Oxford Movement. Crown Svo, $s. 

Woodford. — Works by James Russell Woodford, D.D., late 
Lord Bishop of Ely. 

THE GREAT COMMISSION, Twelve Addresses on the Ordinal. 
Edited, with an Introduction on the Ordination of his Episcopate, by 
Herbert Mortimer LucKOCK, D.D. Crown %vo, 55. 

SERMONS ON OLD AND NEW TESTAMENT SUBJECTS. 
Edited by Herbert Mortimer Luckock, D.D. Two Vols, Crown 
Svo, $s, each. Sold separately, 

Wordsworth. — Works by Christopher Wordsworth, D.D., 
late Bishop of Lincoln. 

THE HOLY BIBLE (the Old Testament). With Notes, Introductions, 
and Index. Six Vols, Imperial Svo, 120s, Sold separately , and also 
in 12 Farts, (List on application,) 

Vol. I. — The Pentateuch, ;^i, 5^. Vol. II. —Joshua to Samuel, 15^. 
Vol. III. — Kings to Esther, 15J. Vol. IV.— Job to Song 
OF Solomon, £1, 5^.— Vol. V. Isaiah to Ezekiel, £i^ 5^. 
VoL VI. — Daniel, Minor Prophets, and Index, i^s, 

THE NEW TESTAMENT, in the Original Greek. With Notes, Intro- 
ductions, and Indices. Two Vols, Imperial Svo. 60s. Sold separately, 
and also in 4 Parts, {List on application. ) 

LECTURES ON INSPIRATION OF THE BIBLE. Small Svo. 
IS, 6d, cloth, IS, sewed. 

A CHURCH HISTORY TO A.D. 451. Tour Vols. Crown Svo. 
Vol. I.— To the Council of Nic^ea, a.d. 325. Ss. 6d, 

Vol. II.— From the Council of Nic^a to that of Constan- 
tinople. 6s. 
VoL III.— Continuation. 6s. 

VoL IV.— Conclusion, To the Council of Chalcedon, a.d. 451. 
6s. 
THEOPHILUS ANGLIC ANUS. i2mo, 2s, 6d. 

ELEMENTS OF INSTRUCTION ON THE CHURCH. i6mo, 
cloth IS. Sew£d6d. 

ST. HIPPOLYTUS AND THE CHURCH OF ROME. Crown Svo, 
7s. 6d. 

ON UNION WITH ROME. Small Svo. is, 6d, Sewed, is, 
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Wordsworth. — Works by Christopher Wordsworth, D.D., 
late Bishop of Lincoln. — continued. 

THE HOLY YEAR : Original Hymns. i6mo. 2s, 6d, and u. Limp, 6rf. 

With Music Edited by W. H. Monk. Square 8w. 4?. 6d. 
GUIDES AND GOADS. (An English Edition of «Ethica et Spiritualia. ') 

32^/^. IX. 6d, 

ON THE INTERMEDIATE STATE OF THE SOUL AFTER 
DEATH. 32»j^. IS, 

MISCELLANIES, Literary and Religious. Three Vols, Svo. s6s, 

Wordsworth. — Works by Charles Wordsworth, D.D., late 
Bishop of St. Andrews. 

ANNALS OF MY EARLY LIFE, 1806-1846. Svo. 15^. 

ANNALS OF MY LIFE, 1^47-1856. Svo, los. 6d. 

PRIMARY WITNESS TO THE TRUTH OF THE GOSPEL: a 
Series of Discourses. Also a Charge on Modem Teaching on the Canon 
of the Old Testament. Crown Svo, ys, 6d. 

Wordsworth. — Works by John Wordsworth, D.D., Bishop of 
Salisbury. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION ; Four Visitation Addresses. 1891. Crown 
Svo, 3J, 6d. 

THE ONE RELIGION: Truth, Holiness, and Peace desired by the 
Nations, and revealed by Jesus Christ. Eight Lectures delivered before 
the University of Oxford in 188 1. Crown Svo, ys. 6d, 

UNIVERSITY SERMONS ON GOSPEL SUBJECTS. Fcp, Svo. zs, 6d. 
PRAYERS FOR USE IN COLLEGE. i6mo, is. 

Wordsworth. — Works by Elizabeth Wordsworth, Principal of 
Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford. 
ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE CREED. Cr(mm Svo, 5j. 
THE DECALOGUE. Crown Svo, 4?. ed, 
ST. CHRISTOPHER AND OTHER POEMS. Crown Svo, 6s, 

Younghusbajid. — Works by Frances Younghusband. 

THE STORY OF OUR LORD, told in Simple Language for Children. 
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